
HENSCHKE WINE DINNER
23 NOVEMBER

NEW YEARS EVE CELEBRATION
31 DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCHEON
25 DECEMBER

MELBOURNE CUP LUNCHEON
6 NOVEMBER
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Dear Members,

On the 17th of October the President's 
Cocktail Party was held for long standing 
members of 25 years and above. It was 
well visited and all guests enjoyed the 
evening.

The Club held it's AGM on Thursday the 
18th of October 2018, and those of you 

in attendance heard the President's message stating what 
we were able to achieve in 2017/18. The first quarter of this 
Financial Year started a little slower than expected.

This year we once again were required to run a postal ballot 
to elect the 2018/19 Board. We received 11 nominees for 
election and I would like to thank all Candidates and all 
voters for taking part.

The elected Directors were announced at the AGM, the 
Board has remained unchanged from the previous year. The 
positions of President, Vice President and Treasurer were 
determined at the Board Meeting that followed the AGM. 

Mr Michael Callanan (President)
Mr Jim Warren (Vice President)
Ms Megan Lavender (Treasurer) 
Mr Robert Armitage (Director)
Mr Morgan Kelly (Director)
Mr Graeme Jones (Direcotr)
Mr Fabian Marsden (Director)
Mr Nigel Renton (Director)
Mr Peter Reed (Director)

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
Earlier this month we sent out an information memorandum 
to all members regarding the future of the Club. Your feedback 
has been noted, with a lot of positive responses and feedback, 
and we will be sure to keep you posted as more information 
comes in. 

May I please remind all members that the Club will be closed 
from the 2nd of January 2019 till the 22nd of January 2019 
when we reopen.

As you all know, we do this so we can action maintenance 
issues  we cannot get to during opening times. The Club also 
gets a major clean and freshen up. We do apologise for any 
inconvenience. A lot of you will be pleased to know that we 
are installing a new computer system which will enable us to 
streamline processes internally and externally.

2018 has nearly come to an end and once again the past year 
has just flown by. I have now been with the Club for nearly 8 
years, and I would like to thank all members for making me 
feel welcome , as well as all your support and contributions you 
have made during the last 12 months and indeed throughout 
my time here.

As always at this time of year, we ask Members' to acknowledge 
the great efforts of the team by way of gratuity, your staff are 
always extremely grateful for your contributions. 

Yours sincerely,

Markus Friedler
CEO & Secretary Manager

Royal Automobile Club of Australia Incorporating Imperial Service Club Limited ABN 44 000 016 044
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MEMBER EVENTS
As the we near the end of the year, we have 
some exciting events to finish 2018 off with 
a bang! Be sure to book in early to avoid 
missing out.

Join the Women's Pioneer Society 
for their annual Christmas Party. On 
Wednesday 19 December, join us as 
we come together to celebrate the joy 
of christmas, over a delicious luncheon 
and some delightful stories and tunes. 

WOMEN'S PIONEER SOCIETY
19 December 12PM- Macquarie Room          

  

                                                                    $35

Bookings: Mrs Lorna Stone
(02) 9522 8924

For more events, details, or 
to book online simply visit 
www.raca.com.au/our-events

For our final jazz night of the year, be 
sure to join us as musician Toby J joins 
us to perform some classic jazz tracks. 
In the grandeur of the Member's Bar, 
unwind on a Friday evening as you 
listen to some smooth jazz tunes, try 
our Moroccan themed jazz bites for only 
$19! 

JAZZ NIGHT
07 December 6PM - Member's Bar

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH
25 December 12:30PM

ADULTS $159 | CHILDREN (13-17) $132
CHILDREN (5-12) $87
We pride ourselves on serving you 
the finest Christmas fare in Sydney 
and what would a summer Sydney 
Christmas be without some of our 
freshest produce, made into delectable 
Christmas dishes! Join us and make 
some new memories amongst family 
and friends. 

MELBOURNE CUP
06 November 12PM - Macquarie Room 

$135 PER PERSON
Join us for the race that stops the 
nation. Don your best suit and put on 
your best fascinator, as we here at RACA 
host yet another exciting Melbourne 
Cup Luncheon. With prizes to be won, 
and our own sweepstake, you won't 
want to miss out. Stop horsing around 
and make your booking now to avoid 
missing out on a fabulous afternoon.

In this 100 year anniversary of the end 
of WW1 and the formation of the RAF, 
there are many commemorations to 
remember our fallen. However, one 
journey by a group of Australian WW2 
veterans standsout organised by WPS 
member Annette Guterres.

WOMEN'S PIONEER SOCIETY
21 November 12PM- Macquarie Room          
Annette Guterres                                  $35

Bookings: Mrs Lorna Stone
(02) 9522 8924

Come on down to the Member's 
Bar from 6PM for our monthly jazz 
night. Chloe Kim from the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music will be joining 
us to play some amazing jazz tracks 
for us. Grab a drink or some of our 
Canadian themed Jazz Bites for only 
$19 whilst you're at it!

JAZZ NIGHT
02 November 6PM - Member's Bar

HENSCHKE BLACK TIE DINNER
23 November 7PM -          $175

Hosted by Sarah Andrew, House of Fine 
Wine After 150 years of winemaking, 
the RACA will celebrate Henschke’s 
longevity with an exclusive three 
course dinner with plentiful of wines 
to taste. The evening will mark the 
inaugural release of The Wheelwright, 
commemorating to the ‘founding 
father’, produced from 50 year old shiraz 
vines planted by Cyril Henschke.

Join us this November, as we have 
our final Ladies Committee luncheon 
for the year. This is always a special 
Christmas luncheon featuring multi- 
instrumentalist Di Solomon. She will 
grace us once again, with her beautiful 
voice and carol along with us over a 
delightful meal.

LADIES COMMITTEE
26 November 12PM- Macquarie Room          
Di Solomon                                              $65 

NEW YEARS EVE
31 December - 6:30PM

ADULTS $220 | CHILDREN (13-17) $110
CHILDREN (5-12) $65
The Club invites you to join as we 
welcome the New Year with a cheer. 
Bring along friends and family as 
we enjoy the spectacular view of 
the fireworks across the Harbour at 
midnight. To secure a booking please 
contact the Events Team. Don't miss out!

To book an event please call 02 8273 2322 or email eventsadmin@raca.com.au



CORKS 'N FORKS
Last month I told you about 2 of the first release wines we’ll 
be serving at our 7th Annual Black Tie Henschke Dinner 
on 23 November at 7pm – the 2017 ‘Percival’s Mill’ Gruner 
Ventliner and the 2015 ‘Wheelwright’ Shiraz. As you all probably 
know, September 2018 marked the 150th anniversary of the 
Henschke family’s first commercial vintage in 1868, and we 
intend to celebrate this significant occasion in style.

Other wines to be served will include the wonderful ‘Johanne 
Ida Selma’ Blanc de Noir MD on arrival, 2017 ‘Peggy's Hill’ 
Riesling – a multiple trophy winner, 2 vintages of ‘Henry's Seven’ 
Shiraz, Grenache, Mataro blend – the 2007 and the 2016, and 
2013 ‘Cyril Henschke’ Cabernet Sauvignon. All up there’ll be 7 
Henschke wines plus a mystery wine the subject of our now 
traditional, much fun options game, with the winner to receive 
a nice prize.

The Club’s Executive Chef Gary Ryley has created a 3 course 
bespoke menu to match and complement the wines. Following 
a first course of king prawn salad and a main course of veal 
tenderloin, and after the options game, dinner will conclude 
with service of a twice baked cheese soufflé with roasted plums 
– a wonderful match to the ‘Wheelwright’ Shiraz and ‘Cyril’ 
Cabernet Sauvignon.

The price for all of this is $175 per head; a bargain given that in 
addition to the great food and wines on offer, the Dinner is a 
wonderful opportunity for members and their guests to ‘glam it 
up a bit’ as year-end approaches in the company of other Corks 
‘n’ Forkers, many of whom have attended all previous Henschke 
Dinners.

Bookings for the Dinner are now open, and it’s always a good 
idea to book early. Bookings can be made through the Events 
Team on (02) 8273 2322 or eventsadmin@raca.com.au 
I look forward to welcoming you all at the Dinner.

Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

LADIES COMMITTEE
The Ladies Committee Luncheon held on the 24th September 
2018 had in attendance 43 member and their guests. 

The guest speaker on the day were from the Foundation and 
Friends of the Botanic Gardens. CEO Melisa Ellis told us her 
great personal story and the history of the foundation and 
friends which is a not for profit membership based organisation 
supporting horticulture, conservation, scientific research and 
education programs. 

Event Management and Marketing Coordinator Charlotte 
Sanders provided us with information on events and exhibitions. 
All those present found their talks of great interest. 

The last ladies Committee Luncheon of the year will be held 
on Monday 26th November 2018. Once again vocalist and 
impressive performer Di Solomon will get us into the party 
mood playing great songs from the past and encouraging 
community singing. 

Di will then lead us in the leading of Christmas Carols. Our 
RACA Ladies Committee Luncheons are not only for ladies, we 
welcome all gentleman to attend. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you at our Christmas Party. 

Regards,
(Mrs.) Margaret Dawes-Smith, OAM
President, RACA Ladies Committee.

To book an event please call 02 8273 2322 or email eventsadmin@raca.com.au



RACA MOTORING
For the first time our September Fluid Friday was conducted 
in the Pioneers’ Room with 20 people gathered for dinner. It 
was a gathering of muted exuberance derived from the joy 
and respect engendered by the ambience of this beautifully  
restored room. Those of us with a great interest in restoring 
older automobiles may have a special appreciation for the 
design and work invested in this most attractive room.

RACA Motoring people would like to express their appreciation 
of the Australasian Pioneers Club for their contribution to the 
enhancement of the RACA club rooms.

Fluid Friday is a rather informal gathering initiated by RACA 
Motoring but open to all RACA members. It is held on the last 
Friday of each month, except November and December when 
we have a special Christmas Fluid Friday in mid-December, this 
year on Friday 14. All members welcome, any time after 6:00pm 
for dinner, a few drinks and jolly good company.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday  4 November  a Motoring run to Southern Highland  
with a BYO picnic lunch at Burradoo in the garden of RACA 
Member David Flynn. This run will include an inspection of 
David’s car collection and also the collection of his neighbour, 
Member John Milverton.

On Sunday 2 December RACA motoring will visit the race 
meeting for historic cars at Sydney Motor Sport Park. This event 
is conducted by The Historic Sports and Racing Car Association. 
At this event the 2018 winners of the RACA trophies will be 
decided.

Friday 14 December we have our traditional Christmas Fluid 
Friday. All RACA members welcome for dinner ordered at the 
Members Bar meal and few drinks.

For more information about RACA motoring activities contact 
Alan Hunt on T: 0438 290639 or E: hunts@optushome.com.au

To book an event please call 02 8273 2322 or email eventsadmin@raca.com.au



WINE OF THE MONTH
HENSCHKE

PRESIDENT'S COCKTAIL PARTY
On the 17th of October the President's Cocktail Party was held for long 
standing members of 25 years and above. It was well visited and all 
guests enjoyed the evening. With beautiful canapes prepared by the 
Executive Chef and his team, long standing members gathered in the 
Victoria Room, drinks in hand, to celebrate their achievements. A huge 
thank you to all our members for your continued support of the Club, 
the Board, and the staff. It is with this support that we can continue to 
provide you with the best service. 

THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE 
FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS

Mr Keith Barrett
Ms Wincy Ching
Mr Gary Dainton
Mr Darren Dougan
Mr David Gadel
Mr Denys Gillespie
Dr Wayne Jones
Mr Michael Moore
Ms Lynne Ann Parkinson

Mrs Alexandra Alison
Mr Frank Vrachas
Mr Sean Young
Dr Glenn McNally

2017 FIVE SHILLINGS
Deep crimson with purple hues. Lifted and vibrant aromas of black cherry, 
spiced plum, blueberry and cranberry with floral hints of rose petals, flowering 
lavender, crushed oregano and vanilla.

2017 INNES VINEYARD PINOT GRIS 2016
Pale straw with green gold hues. Intense aromas of nashi pear, honeysuckle and 
almond blossom florals with nuances of ginger spice and underlying notes of 
white nectarine.

To book an event please call 02 8273 2322 or email eventsadmin@raca.com.au



FOR YOUR DIARY

Bridge Club  
Every Tuesday 
$30pp 10.30am in the Victoria Room

Regular Army Officers  
2nd Friday of the Month 
$65pp 2 course lunch & beverages 
12pm in the Members Bar

Fluid Fridays
Last Friday of the Month                             
6pm in the Members Bar

Just Infantry 
1st Thursday of the Month 
12pm Member's Bar, 12:30pm Harbour 
Dining Room Lunch

JANUARY    

DECEMBER

REGULAR EVENTS

7 Jazz Night

19 Women's Pioneer Society

25 Christmas Day Lunch

31 New Years Eve

NOVEMBER  

2 Jazz Night

6 Melbourne Cup

21 Women's Pioneer Society

23 Henschke Black Tie Dinner

26 Ladies Committee

2 Club Closes

22 Club Re-opens

CHRISTMAS GRATUITIES FUND
As members are aware, the Club does not support a 
staff tipping policy. The trading results achieved by 
the Club reflect not only on the support of members 
but also the service offered by all staff members.

The Board encourages member support of the 
Staff Christmas Gratuities Fund to ensure that all 
staff receive some monetary recognition for their 
efforts in making our visits to the Club as pleasant 
as they always are. Members will be supplied with 
a gratuities donation form with statements this 
month. If you wish to contribute, please contact 
the club’s Accounts team on (02) 8273 2311 or 
acctsrec@raca.com.au

To book an event please call 02 8273 2322 or email eventsadmin@raca.com.au


