
 

 

December 2018 
 
 
 
2018 Sydney New Year’s Eve – Macquarie Street and East Circular Quay 
 
Sydney New Year’s Eve attracts over a million people to Sydney Harbour and more 
than one billion people across the globe. 
 
Getting in and out of the city is different on New Year’s Eve. There will be road 
closures, on-street fencing and diversions to help people get around safely. 
 
Changed parking conditions 
Once a road is closed, you, your guests, or suppliers / contractors will not be able to 
gain access to or exit from car parks and loading docks. Sections of Macquarie 
Street will be closed from as early as 4am on the morning of New Year’s Eve. 
 
It is an offence to drive on closed roads, even from car parks. Plan your movements 
ahead of time. 
 
Special event clearway parking restrictions 
These will be in place on Macquarie Street, Circular Quay and throughout the 
Sydney CBD early on New Year’s Eve until New Year’s Day. 
 
Clearways are strict ‘no-parking’ zones, even for local residents and mobility scheme 
permit holders. Vehicles in clearways will be towed and a fee will apply. 
 
Special event clearways will be in effect from: 

 2am on New Year’s Eve to 4am on New Year’s Day on Macquarie Street 
between Bridge Street and the Opera House roundabout (both sides). 

 6am on New Year’s Eve to 4am on New Year’s Day on roads through East 
Circular Quay and remainder of the Sydney CBD. 

 
Look for the bright yellow signs and read them carefully when 
parking, particularly on the night before. See the map on the 
back of this letter for clearway locations. If your vehicle is 
towed, call the Traffic Information Line on 132 701 to find its 
new location. 
 
Pedestrian access 
Pedestrian access will be restricted on Macquarie Street north of Bridge Street. You 
will need an ‘East Circular Quay transit pass’ to gain access through the check 
points near Bridge Street and Albert Street. See details on the back of this page. 
 
Leaving from Macquarie Street, pedestrians will be directed to Martin Place and St 
James train stations. Access will be restricted west of Macquarie Street until Martin 
Place. 
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East Circular Quay 
East Circular Quay is a ticketed public area. It is also the only public access to the 
Sydney Opera House free vantage point. 
 
From 10am on New Year’s Eve, these restrictions are in place: 

 East Circular Quay is ticket holders only 
 Bag checks are in place at East Circular Quay and Sydney Opera House 
 Alcohol, glass, tents and shade structures are not permitted in the public 

areas 
 
From 11am, East Circular Quay access road off Alfred Street will close. 
 
Macquarie Street 
Macquarie Street is the main entrance and thoroughfare for crowds heading to 
ticketed events at the Sydney Opera House, Tarpeian Precinct, Cahill Expressway 
as well as the Royal Botanical Garden. 
 
Macquarie Street north of Albert Street is the gate entry for: 

 Harbour Hoopla (Tarpeian Precinct) ticket holders only – Gate 1 
 Emergency Vehicle managed access from 10am – Gate 2 
 Sydney Opera House ticket holders – Gate 3 
 East Circular Quay transit pass holders – Gate 4 

 
From 10am on New Year’s Eve, the following restrictions are in place: 

 Alcohol and glass are not permitted in the area. 
 All residents, business operators and their guests must show an ‘East 

Circular Quay transit pass’ to access Gate 4 on Macquarie Street north of 
Albert Street. Transit passes are for pedestrian access only; these are not for 
sale. 

 There are no viewing areas on Macquarie Street north of Bridge Street.  
Anyone on the street will be removed from the area by security. 

 
East Circular Quay transit passes 
‘East Circular Quay’ transit passes are required to access Macquarie Street (north of 
Bridge Street) for all people attending your premises on New Year’s Eve, including 
you and your family and friends. Transit passes are not for sale. Please contact your 
building management to obtain transit passes. 
 
Access to East Circular Quay is from Macquarie Street.  No access is provided at 
Alfred Street. 
 
Wilson and Bennelong Apartments carpark access 
The Bennelong Apartments carpark and the Sydney Opera House Wilson carpark 
will be closed from 10am on New Year’s Eve to 4am on New Year’s Day.  Access to 
these carparks will be available until 10am from Phillip Street and Albert Street.  
Follow the detour signs. 
 
This year, NSW Police officers will be at the exits of the car parks preventing people 
from leaving during the closure times. 
 
Road closures 
Sections of Macquarie Street will close on New Year’s Eve at 4am with further 
closures in place from 11am and 2pm on roads in Circular Quay and The Rocks. 
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Date and time Roads closed 
4am, New Year’s Eve to 
4am, New Year’s Day 

Macquarie Street between Bridge Street and 
Sydney Opera House roundabout – local resident / 
business access from Phillip and Albert streets until 
10am only. 
Albert Street between Phillip and Macquarie 
streets – local resident / business access from 
Phillip Street until 2pm only. 

11am, New Year’s Eve – 
4am, New Year’s Day 

Cahill Expressway Circular Quay Overpass – 
the eastbound lanes will reopen at 9am, New 
Year’s Day 
Conservatorium Road between Cahill 
Expressway and Macquarie Street 

2pm, New Year’s Eve – 
4am, New Year’s Day 

Macquarie Street between Bent and Bridge streets 
Alfred Street between George and Phillip streets 
Bridge Street between Phillip and Macquarie 
streets 
Phillip Street between Bridge and Alfred streets 
Loftus Street between Bridge and Alfred streets 
Young Street between Bridge and Alfred streets 
Pitt Street between Bridge and Alfred streets 
George Street between Grosvenor and Alfred 
streets 

7pm, New Year’s Eve – 
4am, New Year’s Day 

Significant closures and clearways in place with 
most roads north of Liverpool St closed. 

 
Visit sydneynewyearseve.com/road-closures for further information.  For detailed 
road closure and clearway listings and maps, visit livetraffic.com. 
 
There will be live updates on Twitter and Facebook – follow @cityofsydney, 
#SydNYE or @LiveTrafficSyd. You can also download the Live Traffic NSW app. 
 
For more information about 2018 Sydney New Year’s Eve, including vantage points 
around Sydney Harbour, visit sydneynewyearseve.com. 
 
For more information about changes in your area, contact the Sydney New Year’s 
Eve team at nye@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au or 02 9265 3333. You can also contact 
the Property NSW customer service line on 1300 655 995. 
 
Thank you for your patience and cooperation in making 2018 Sydney New Year’s 
Eve a great success. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Anna McInerney 
Executive Producer, Major Events and Festivals 
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