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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER
ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I am often asked How is the Club going Megan? and what’s happening? In the
background of these questions, which are entirely valid, I hear you asking - as the
President - what do you see? All too often, as human beings, we can become
enamoured by something (or indeed someone) that appears impressive looking or
sounding and seems to hold sway though, in fact, at the core is superficial being
without true heart and respect. In this vein the pervasiveness of fear can permeate
and it thus becomes easier to lack faith, perseverance and belief in better
outcomes especially in times when circumstances may have volatility.

As your President - to answer your question - what I see is you - the
valued members of the Royal Automobile Club of Australia. You are very
much the heart of our great Club and it continues to be uplifting to the
Board and personally empowering to know that you care passionately
and deeply about the Club and your engagement with it. May I
encourage you to take action on your existing endeavours by renewing
your membership promptly via http://members.raca.com.au/ or using
the RACA APP, availing yourself of the opportunity to introduce someone new to
the Club via https://www.raca.com.au/membership/apply-for-membership/sevenday-membership-application-form/, and reflect on whom you can encourage to
contribute to the current Foundation 500 appeal via https://asf.org.au/donate/racafoundation or using this form https://www.raca.com.au/assets/Uploads/DonationForm-RACA-Foundation.pdf
May I pay tribute to each and every one of you for your ongoing support. It
was wonderful to see quite a number of you champion Club events, by your
participation, during April including defence-related ones. For the first time the
Club’s charity partner, Legacy, was speaking and also distributing rosemary at
the ANZAC Day luncheon with, on your behalf, my grateful thanks to Legatee Tim
Becker, a Vietnam War veteran himself, along with APC President Grahame Pratt
for readily agreeing to my suggestion in this regard. There were also another two
art installations, which I have been exceptionally pleased to facilitate, with Rosa
Fedele’s Dream Machines and James Nicholls’s Motoring Photography; the latter
following-on from the very successful AXA Sydney Harbour Concours D’Elegance
plus so much more including the Confrérie du Sabre d’Or Australian Grand
Chapter Champagne Dinner whereby I was delighted to pave the way for the
return of this signature event to the Club under the auspices of Corks ‘n’ Forks.
As promised in the last Newsletter the quarterly figures, to the end of March, are
now available via the Members’ Area of the RACA website, under the heading
Financial Reports, http://members.raca.com.au/group/pages/financial-reports
While the Club’s quarterly trading performance was affected by Omicron, the
March trading performance was very positive with accommodation up nearly 50%
Continued on page 2...
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March 2021 with the Members’ Bar and the Garage up over 15%. It was also very pleasing to see the
support of our Country Members in staying at the Club and the return of Reciprocal Members with
the opening of travel borders.
Thank you to those who have asked about building works as the Board continues to proceed to the
finalisation of the Conservation Management Plan; whereby I called Board members to a meeting
pre-Easter for a face-to-face feedback session with the plan preparers. This meeting will serve as a
key precursor to submitting the completed comprehensive Plan - with a schedule of works - to the
City of Sydney Council.
The Board remains focussed on improving services and experiences for members and, as always,
welcomes your feedback via https://www.raca.com.au/assets/Uploads/Feedback-Form2.pdf or email
feedback@raca.com.au
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See you in May for managing conservation, monthly medal, motoring meandering, memory-making
at the races and more!
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Yours in Service
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LADIES COMMITTEE

Tha Ladies Committee would like to thank everyone how attended our last luncheon on the
28th March with guest speaker, Dr Penny Stannard, Head of Curatorial at Sydney Living Museum. Your
ongoing suport for the Committee and Club is greatly appreciated.
Our next luncheon, schedued for the 30th May features a ever entertaining Susannah Fullerton, OAM,
FRSN. Susannah shall be presenting a talk on Greta Garbo: Swedish Icon
In 1925 a Swedish actress arrived in Hollywood. She spoke no English, but soon made her name in silent
movies. Five years later, with a better command of the language, Greta Garbo made her first talkie ‘Garbo Talks!’ screamed the headlines. Nicknamed ‘the Divine’, Garbo became one of the major stars of
classic Hollywood. She was a new kind of actor, with greater subtlety and naturalism - ‘She doesn’t act she lives her roles’, one critic stated.
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Learn about Greta Garbo, her withdrawal from the cinema at the age of 35, her obsessive avoidance of
the media, her fashion trends and her affairs. Learn about the life and roles of the woman whom the
Guinness Book of Records once described as ‘the most beautiful woman who ever lived’.
We hope all our members had a lovely Easter break, and look forward to seeing you all at our next
luncheon.
Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith OAM
President of the RACA Ladies Committee.
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CORKS 'N' FORKS

Dear Members

Tasting Tour – Thursday 19 May 2022 – ‘David & Goliath’
Our second tasting/tour for the year will be a comparative tasting featuring selected wines from 2 first
class Hunter Valley producers – one large, one small.
The large producer – ‘Goliath’ - is ‘Leogate’, whose name might be relatively new but whose vines and
roots go back to the good old 1970’s, when the late Len Evans, James Halliday and others established
Rothbury Estate.
The small producer – ‘David’ - is ‘Wombat Crossing’, described by Huon Hooke in a recent ‘Real Review’
article as “one of the Hunter Valley’s smallest boutique producers of fine table wines. The range of wines
shown is modest in size but exceptional in quality.”
For those who’ve not been before, our tasting/tours are relaxed, informal and educative evenings
designed to appeal to those members and their guests seeking an introduction to the wonderful world
of wine or to expand their existing knowledge. They’re held in the seated comfort of the ISC Room
and only 18 places are available. The Semillons, Chardonnays and Shiraz wines will be served in several
comparative flights, accompanied by small but ample food courses chosen by Chef to match the wines.
There’ll be other wines as well.
The cost for all of this is $120 per person, and I suggest you book early. You can do so either on line or with
the RACA app, or by contacting Yvonne Muriithi at the Club on 8273 2322 or eventsadmin@raca.com.au.
Trip Away – Victoria’s Grampians Wine Region – 7 to 11 September 2022
Planning is well under way, delayed slightly because we’re trying to arrange lunch at the famed Royal
Hotel in Dunkeld on Saturday 10 September. Apart from its highly acclaimed seasonal menu, that
largely draws on the hotel’s 2 hectare garden, the hotel is renowned for its extraordinary wine cellar that
includes the largest Burgundy collection in the Southern Hemisphere.
Once we’ve sorted that out, we’ll circulate a draft itinerary to those of you who have expressed an interest
in coming – around 15 so far. If you think you’d like to come but haven’t already expressed your interest,
please send me an email to mogigi.grj@bigpond.com. Please feel free to ring me on 0411 103 119 should
you have any questions.
Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

RACING & OTHER SPORT

Royal Randwick Raceday
Members and guests are invited to our next race day at Royal
Randwick racecourse on Saturday, 28 May 2022, starting with
breakfast in the Club’s Harbour Dining Room at 8 am. After
breakfast, we’ll catch the tram from Circular Quay to the course.
Costs for the day will be at individuals’ expense and tickets for the
races are available via australianturfclub.com.au Members and
guests are pictured at our January race day with Club President
Megan Lavender.

To register, please email EventsAdmin@raca.com and our racing committee will contact with you.
Killara Golf Club Challenge
RACA Members who are golfers of a high standard or who have an established handicap with a golf
club are invited to join our RACA team to play a friendly match against Killara Golf Club Members at
their beautiful course on a Sunday morning in early to mid-June (date to be advised, but not the long
weekend). For more information, please email EventsAdmin@raca.com.au and a member of our golf
committee will be in touch with you.
Mr Steven Thomson
For The Racing & Other Sport Committee
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SNOOKER COMMITTEE

Members and guests are invited to the second “Monthly
Medal” snooker night on Friday, 27 May 2022 starting at 6 pm at
the snooker and billiards room on Level 2.
Food and drinks will be available for purchase on the night and
the waiters will bring your orders to your dining table in the room.
To register your interest, please email marketingco@raca.com.au
and our committee will contact you with more details.
Members of the RACA and Royal Sydney Golf Club teams are
pictured at our recent social night at Royal Sydney, where Club President Megan Lavender presented
Ron Ross with the Sir Samuel Hordern trophy for the best player in the 6-red ball lightning competition
as part of our January invitational tournament. Royal Sydney were wonderful hosts and we are looking
to strengthen our ties by restarting the traditional interclub competition.
Mr Steven Thomson
For The Snooker Committee

RACA Foundation

It’s almost the end of the financial year and tax-deductible
donations can be made to support your Club via the RACA
Foundation. Your contributions will ensure that the Clubhouse
at 89 Macquarie Street in Sydney retains its heritage and is
maintained to a level expected not only by the membership but
also by the community as a whole.
We thank all Members that have already generously donated to the
Foundation.
Scan the QR code to Donate now.
For more information, please contact the Club on (02) 8273 2300 Accountant@raca.com.au

Catch the James Nicholls P{hotography Exhibition on display in
the Members’ Bar, now until May 26th

Australiasian Pioneers ANZAC Day Lunch- 19 April

THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Colonel Susan Busch
Mr Warren Donnelly
Mr Laurence Kalnin
Mr Matthew Moss
Mr Peter O’Connell
Mr Patrick O’Halloran
Mr Graham Rees
Ms Leeza Saric
Mr Geoff Thomas

Mr Ben Twomey

AND WELCOME BACK
LtCol Errol Christian
Ms Frances Hegarty
Mr Graeme Petroni
Mr Ian Robinson
Mrs Sheila Rose
Mrs Karen Patterson

WINE OF THE MONTH

BAROSSA SHIRAZ 2019

BAROSSA GRENACHE 2020

Imminently shareable, this fullbodied wine has chocolate, coffee
and ripe raspberry aromas. A
palate of juicy raspberry and
mocha is rounded off by subtle oak
and silky, soft tannins.
6 Bottles $150.00

FOR YOUR DIARY
REGULAR EVENTS

Bridge Club: Every Tuesday
$35pp 10:30 am in the Harbour
Dining Room.
Next: Tuesday 3 May.

Army Officers’ Lunch: 2nd Friday of
the Month
Next: Friday 13 May
A fruit dominated wine displaying
$70pp 2 course lunch & beverages
lifted blueberry and confectionery
sherbet aromas and generous red 12 pm in the ISC Room
berry and plum flavours. Subtle
Fluid Fridays: Last Friday of each
oak rounds out the finish.
month
6 Bottles $150.00
Next: Friday 27 May
6pm in the Pioneers' Room

ADELAIDE HILLS PINOT GRIS 2021 A fresh, vibrant wine to be shared Just Infantry: Normally 1st Thursday
with friends. Ripe pear and peach
aromas are complimented by
juicy, ripe pear flavours and a
creamy mouthfeel, perfectly
balanced with crisp acidity.
6 Bottles $150.00

EDEN VALLEY RIESLING 2021

of the Month Next: Thursday 5
May, 12pm Members Bar, 12:30 pm,
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

May
6
8
13
18

With crisp apple, lemon and floral
fragrances of a classic Riesling,
the lively, fresh apple and citrus
flavours give length with balanced 19
acidity. A wine simply too good not
19
to share.
6 Bottles $150.00
20

RACA MEMBERS VIVID
BOAT CRUISE
7th & 8th June, 2022
6pm-7pm
$49 Per Adult
$29 Per Child (0-12 years)

26
27
27
28

Why not donate to our RACA Foundation, visit
our Members Bar or Harbour Dining Room for a
few drinks and a delicious meal or attend some
of our exciting member events, like the upcoming
Ladies Committee Luncheon scheduled for the
30th May, take advantage of our great deals in
accommodation and treat yourself to an overnight
stay or if you can't make it in to the club you may
prefer to have our 'wine of the month' delivered
directly to your door.

Latin-American Night
Women’s Pioneer Society
David & Goliath Tasting Tour
Social Snooker Night
Classical Night
Art Conservation Talk
Fluid Friday
Snooker Monthly Medal Night
Royal Randwick Raceday
Ladies Committee Luncheon

1

WSP Her Majesty’s Plat.Jub.

June

2
3

10

7-8

With the end of the financial year fast
approaching, we would like to remind and
encourage all members to use any residual funds
from their ‘Minimum Spend’ in the club. Please
remember that if yout minimum spend remains
unused, by the end of the evening of 30 June
2022, it is forfeit.

Mother’s Day Lunch

30

6-12

Bookings: events@raca.com.au | (02) 8273 2322

Jazz Night

15
17
24
27

Just Infantry
Jazz Night
Latin-American Night
VIVID Menu
VIVID Sydney Cruise
Women’s Pioneer Society
Classical Night
Fluid Friday
Ladies Committee

JULY
1
8

Jazz Night
Just Infantry

8

Latin-American Night

19
20
25

Classical Night

11-16 French Food Week
14
Bastille Day Dinner

29

Women’s Pioneer Society
Ladies Committee Luncheon
Fluid Friday

MEMBER EVENTS

We have a number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests.
Book early to avoid disappointment.
MOTHER’S DAY LUNCH
8 May 12PM

$55 (Children), $66 (Young Adult), $102 (Adult)

CORKS ‘N’ FORKS - DAVID & GOLIATH
19 May 12PM

Let us help you plan the perfect
Mother’s Day and bring the family
together to celebrate this special
day.

Bookings:
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2322

Enjoy the glistening views of
Sydney’s exquisite harbour and
treat your Mum to a sumptuous
lunch in the Harbour Dining Room
with live music and a glass of
champagne on arrival.

LATIN-AMERICAN NIGHT
13 May 6PM

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Bookings:
Please contact Mrs. Joy Dean
on 0417 217 963

CLASSICAL NIGHT
Join us in the Harbour Dining room
on the third Friday of the month at
the Club and be entertained with
live Classical music!

Experience the traditional sounds
and exhilarating rhythms of live
Latin-American Music.

Enjoy themed classical Bites.

Following Latin-American Night:
10 June

$45
Guest Speaker- Jim Haynes OAMJim was awarded the OAM for
service to the performing arts as
an entertainer, author, broadcaster
and historian. He has written
and compiled 29 books, released
many albums of songs, verse and
humour, and broadcast his weekl
Australiana segment on Macquarie
Radio for twenty years.
RSVP: 15th May

FRAYED AROUND THE EDGES
26 May 6:30PM
$35
In our first series of art lectures, join guest speaker
Julian Bickersteth, CEO of International Conservation
Services and President of the International Institute for
Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works (IIC) as he
delves into the fascinating world of art conservation. With
over 30 years of experience, including within the RACA,
Julian will discuss case studies and the changing nature of
conservation an informal and extensively illustrated lectue,
includes canapes and drinks.

SOCIAL SNOOKER NIGHT
19 May 6:30PM

Bookings:
Harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

27 May 6PM

Join the Snooker Committee for
their monthly Snooker Medal
Night on the 27th of May.

Bookings:
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2322

Food and beverages are available
for purchase on the night. Players
range from beginners to advanced.
All members and their guests are
welcome.
Hope to see you all there!

ROYAL RANDWICK RACE DAY
28 May 8AM

Members and guests are invited
to the next race day on Saturday,
28 May 2022 at Australia’s longest
standing racing venue, the Royal
Randwick racecourse.

Bookings:
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2322

Meet at the Club for breakfast in
the Harbour Dining Room at 8 am,
then catch the tram from Circular
Quay to the racecourse

THE LADIES COMMITTEE LUNCHEON
30 May 12PM

All Members welcome.
Experienced players present for
coaching.
Food and beverages are available
for purchase on the night.

Following Classical Night:
17 June.

SNOOKER MONTHLY MEDAL NIGHT

Join the Snooker Committee for a
Social Snooker Night on the 19th of
May at 6:30 pm.

Bookings:
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2322

A

20 May 6PM

Join us on the second Friday of the
month in the Members Bar for a
new tradition.

THE WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY
18 May 11:30AM

Bookings:
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2322

$120
You are invited to Corks ‘n’
Forks second tasting tour for
the year. A comparative tasting
featuring selected wines from
2 first class Hunter Valley
producers – one small, one
large
Wombat Crossing (‘David’) VS
Leogate (‘Goliath’)

Bookings:
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2322

$58

You’re invited to the Ladies
Committee Luncheon with special
guest Susannah Fullerton, OAM,
FRSN.
Enjoy a talk on Greta Garbo, a
Swedish Icon. Having arrived
in Hollywood 1995 the Swedish
actress soon made her name
in silent movies, kick-starting a
fascinating adventure and career
as a classic Hollywood actress.

