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The more things change the more they stay the same.  In the changing circumstances of 
today and the times that we live in your Club continues to be here for you as your safe home 
away from home.

It was been wonderful to hear your feedback and see so many of you on 
multiple occasions, introducing new friends and colleagues, and now with 
the Member Referral Bonus there is no better time to introduce a new 
member! 

Scan the QR Code to learn more about Membership and our referral Bonus.

For specific membership queries please email marketing@raca.com.au.

On your behalf I pay tribute and extend humble thanks, for his service, to CEO Markus Friedler 
who has made the difficult decision to leave the Club so he can concentrate on his health 
and wellbeing.  As many of you know Markus is the type of person who is either “all-in” or “all 
out” and, for his ongoing health, he determined it was best to leave the Club whereby - out of 
respect for him - the Board acceded to his request to allow him to determine the timing of his 
departure.  

In a similar vein I give thanks to Michael Callanan with whom I have personally served as a 
Board colleague and Executive member for all the time I have been on the Board.  Michael 
leaves the Board as someone standing tall in his dedication and longevity of service to the 
Club in the roles of Board Member, Treasurer, Vice President and President.   His commitment 
over time is of great commendation and his sharp wit is already much missed around the 
table!

May I also recognise and express appreciation to Stephen Wells who has determined to 
leave the Board to refocus and repurpose his activities.  I wish to thank Stephen for his 
contributions to the Board including in the areas of governance and marketing.  I also 
acknowledge his service as Vice-President and personally thank him for his support and 
counsel. 

All members will be invited to a farewell event - post-Easter - to appropriately acknowledge 
and thank Markus and Michael for their contributions to the Club as well as to thank former 
Directors Jim Warren, Nigel Renton and Stephen Wells for their service to the Club.

It is a delight to welcome Graeme Jones to the current Board!  Graeme’s wholeheartedness 
and diligence as well acumen and skill are the perfect additions to the Boardroom table.  
Graeme has also been appointed as the Chair of the Board’s Membership and Marketing 
Committee.

I am most honoured, on your behalf, to congratulate and welcome Robert Armitage to the 
role of Vice-President.  Robert continues to show exemplary application as a Director and his 
support is highly valued.

On your behalf I am very pleased to welcome Sandeep Khanna to the role of Operations 
Manager - and as Club Secretary in the interim period - as the Board undertakes the 
appointment process for our next CEO. He has already shown great skill with his carriage of 
Front of House matters and brings energy and enthusiasm to every task.

Continued on page 2...



CORKS 'N' FORKS

Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

Dear Members,

Tasting/Tour – 24 February – ‘A Plethora of Pinots’
By any measure, our first tasting/tour for the year was a great success, with 35 members and guests enjoying a 
variety of 13 red, white, straight and blended Pinots served with 4 accompanying courses of great food from Chef 
Dominique Descat and his team. 

Chef generously joined us toward the end of the evening to introduce himself, discuss the menu, and answer many 
questions from a very happy group of well sated diners. My favourite dish was the first course of venetian style 
scallop, oysters and whitebait served with 2 Pinots Grigio from Italy and Australia and an Italian Pinot Bianco. 

Confrérie du Sabre d’Or Australian Grand Chapter Champagne Dinner – 9 April
This is an event not to be missed. It will be hosted by ‘Corks ‘n’ Forks’ and Club member David Wald. David is the 
Australian Ambassador of the Australian Chapter of the Confrérie du Sabre d’Or based in Champagne. The Dinner 
will mark the 10th anniversary of the Confrérie in Australia. 

The Confrérie du Sabre d’Or is devoted to promoting the act of Sabrage and the enjoyment of Champagne. 
Sabrage is the act of opening a champagne bottle with a sabre. The organisation was officially established in 
France in 1986, but the tradition of Sabrage – where sword meets bottle – goes back to Napoleonic times. Opening 
a bottle with a sabre adds much drama, interest and fun. 

What you will experience at the Dinner is the art of Sabrage of standard and large format Champagne bottles 
including magnums and jeroboams. You will enjoy excellent premier cru and grand cru champagne from the 
champagne houses of Philippe Brugnon and Roger Manceaux. Their excellent cuvees include Vintage Millesime 
2012 & 2015, Grande Reserve, Rose, Blanc de Noir, Blanc de Meunier, and Blanc de Blancs. The wines of Domaine 
Vincent Bachelet in Burgundy will also be served. 
Chef has crafted a 3 course menu to complement the Champagnes and Burgundy.

The very reasonable price for all of this is $250 per head. We already have a number of bookings, so I suggest you 
book early. You can do so either online or with the RACA App, or by contacting Yvonne Muriithi at the Club on 8273 
2322 or eventsadmin@raca.com.au.

The Board has held it’s first workshop to review the draft Conservation Management Plan.  As a result of that 
workshop relevant recommendations have been made to the planning consultants.  As the next stage of this review 
process the Board will have a second workshop, including a briefing on the applicability of the recommendations, 
before the plan can be finalised and then made known to Council.

February has been a celebratory month for the Club with Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee where we welcomed Chair 
of the Australian Monarchist League Philip Benwell MBE and fellow members including Reverend the Honourable 
Fred Nile MLC to share in the occasion.  There was wonderful camaraderie for the High Tea and I thank Philip for his 
role in actively demonstrating that such collaborations are fruitful with the opening of new opportunities and more 
than one person subsequently becoming a member of the Club.  

There was excellent celebration across three nights of snooker and billiards with much mastery shown by all 
players, including those from visiting Clubs, with the playing of the Inaugural Harry Terrett Trophy which pays 
homage to the late great Harry Terrett.  All trophies, from the nights, will be awarded at a 
celebratory event in March - with thanks to all for their efforts in keeping the balls spinning!

The Club celebrated a significant milestone with the 35th Anniversary of the joining of the 
Imperial Service Club and the Royal Automobile Club of Australia.  Members of Defence 
groups met to mark the occasion and plan for future collegiality as well as ongoing 
strengthening of the Club’s Defence partnerships.  All members with links to or interest in 
Defence, whether current or past, active service or support, are encouraged to engage with 
these endeavours; you will receive a warm welcome for which I am continuously heartened!

See you for Music, Young Members, Movies or indeed the trio and more in March! 

Yours in Service

...continued from front page



Alan Hunt  
For the Motoring Committee

LADIES COMMITTEE

Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith OAM 
President of the RACA Ladies Committee.

MOTORING COMMITTEE

The Ladies Committee enjoyed a delicious and entertaining luncheon discovering the fascinating military 
career of Warren Barnes OAM’s. 

We would also like to express a deep admiration and appreciation for Markus Friedler and all his hard work 
and dedication during his 11 years with RACA. His kindness and support was felt and appreciated by the Ladies 
Committee and we a saddened to lose such a great CEO. Markus was a friend to all and will be sorely missed in the 
Club. 

We wish him all the best in his future ventures.

Our next luncheon is scheduled for the 28th of March, where a representative from Sydney Living Museums will 
discuss the exciting future and past exhibits the Museums has displayed. Please contact Yvonne in the events 
department to reserve your spot. EventsAdmin@raca.com.au | 8273 2388.

It was great to greet so many members at our January Fluid Friday where we shared stories of our covid 
constraints. Fluid Friday is an opportunity for all RACA members to come together and enjoyed dinner, 

a few drinks and great fellowship in the wonderful atmosphere of the Pioneers Room. There is always chat about 
motoring with tall stories of achievements far from home but all RACA members are invited to Fluid Friday where 
you will also find groups chatting about horse racing, snooker, art exhibitions and fine dining. It’s a night for all 
members. Our next Fluid Friday is 25 March in the Pioneers room. Come along, you will be warmly welcomed.

Our Committee is looking forward to 2022, a year where will be able to return to our traditional programs including 
weekend motor tours, visits to RACA by invited car clubs, the very popular motoring quiz nights, motoring displays 
within the club and a major event where we present RACA trophies to the winners of historic sports car races from 
2020 and 2021.

  It was wonderful to see the snooker room on level 2 brimming with activity 
during the Club’s February tournament. Nine new seven-day Members joined to play in the 
tournament and eight RACA players took part. 

Congratulations to Ron Ross from Royal Sydney Golf Club who won the Harry Terrett 
Invitational, and the Sir Samuel Hordern trophy for best player overall, and congratulations 
to new Member and Australian billiards representative, Peter Tankard, who won the Club 
singles trophy and led us in a fun night of billiards.   

The Club staff did a superb job throughout the tournament in taking food and drink orders 
and delivering them efficiently to the snooker room.  We even had some spectators on the 
final night!

We are planning a presentation night for the trophies and we will hold our next Social Night in March which will be 
open to all Members and guests.  Keep an eye out for updates in the Club’s emails and the RACA app. 

New players are always welcome (just Google “RACA membership forms” to get the links for the online forms), so 
please invite people you know we also have free lessons and a social hit available by appointment by contacting 
the Membership team at marketing@raca.com.au

RACING AND SPORT COMMITTEE

Mr Steven Thomson 
For The Racing and Sport Committee



 THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Dr Carrie-Ann Atkinson

Mr Luca Banco
Mr Matthew Delahunty

Mr Ashley Gray
Ms Justine Harris

Mr Justin Hills
Mrs Norma Perry

LTCOL David Phillips
Lt Torsten Ultsch
Mr Maxwell Relph

Lt Cdr Shannon Richards
Mr Aaron Salvestrin

Mr David Shirlow
Mr Peter Tankard

Mr Lloyd Wilkinson
Mr Matthew Delahunty

Mr Allen Jacob
Mr Craig Petersen 

APC, Proclamation Day Lunch - 8 February

Fluid Friday- 28 January

High Tea for the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty - 4 February

AND WELCOME BACK

RACA Defence members meeting - 23 February



MEMBER EVENTS
We have a number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests. 
Book early to avoid disappointment.

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

CLASSICAL NIGHT
18 March 6PM

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

Bookings: 
Please contact Mrs. Joy Dean 
on 0417 217 963 

JAZZ NIGHT
4 March 6PM

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

The tradition continues at the Club, 
with Jazz Night on the first Friday 
of each month. 

Join us and grab some of our 
themed jazz bites for only $25.

Following Jazz Night: 1 April

YOUNG MEMBERS 
11 March 6PM              $85

Two iconic spirits explored in two 
fascinating ways with the world’s 
leading authority on unique spirits, 
the scotch malt whisky society. 
Who will win? How will you drink 
your gin or mix your whisky? 
There’s bound to be some twists 
and turns along the way, but one 
thing is for sure, there will be a 
winner one way or another.

LATIN-AMERICAN NIGHT
11 March 6PM

Join us on the second Friday of the 
month in the Members Bar for a 
new tradition. 

Experience the traditional sounds 
and exhilarating rhythms of live 
Latin-American Music.

Following Latin-American Night: 
8 April

THE WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY 
16 March 11:30PM      $45

“Whatever happened to the First 
Fleet?”
With guest Speaker, Beverly 
Earnshaw OAM.
Beverly specialises in convict 
history, church history, local history 
and popular history.
Beverley has published more than 
23 books and she has compiled the 
original convict database at Parks 
Barracks.

Join us in the Members Bar on the 
third Friday of each month at the 
Club and be entertained with live 
Classical music!

Enjoy themed classical Bites. 

Following Classical Night: 
14 April

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

Bookings: 
Please contact Mrs. Joy Dean 
on 0417 217 963 

DOWNTON ABBEY MOVIE NIGHT 
24 March 6PM      $35

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

RACA members are invited to a 
special screening of the latest 
instalment of the Downton Abbey 
films at UnitedCinemas Opera 
Quays 

Join us for Pimms and Cucumber 
sandwiches prior to the screening 
at 8:15pm, to see the legend of 
Downton Abbey continues.

LADIES COMMITTEE 
28 March 12PM               $58

The Ladies Committee invite you 
to a Luncheon with a speaker from 
Sydney Living Museum. 

The Sydney Living Museum offers 
an array of dynamic and diverse 
programs where visitors can 
experience Sydney’s past as if they 
had lived it themselves.

CONFRERIE DU SABRE D’OR CHAMPAGNE
9 April 6:30PM      $250

We invite you to join us, in this 
Grand Champagne Event where 
we will indulge in a wonderful four
course dinner, accompanied by 
Premier, Grand cru and Vintage 
champagnes from the  hampagne
Houses of Roger Manceaux and 
Philippe Brugnon and Burgundy, 
from Domaine Vincent Bachelet, 
Cote de Beaune, France.

THE WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY 
20 April 11:30PM      $45

Guest Speaker-Joyce Morgan 
Elizabeth von Arnim was an 
extraordinary woman who lived 
an exceptional life during exciting, 
glamorous and changing times. 
She is brought to rich and vivid life 
by Joyce Morgan in this fascinating 
and beautifully written biography 
that spans a shifting world. 

RSVP: Sunday 17th April

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

Social Snooker and Dinner
30 March 6PM

Please put in your diary  Social 
Snooker and Dinner. Scheduled for 
Wednesday 30 March from 6/6.30 
on level 2. 
 
Enjoy a relaxed social snooker 
evening with dinner and beverages 
avalible and delivered from the 
Harbour Dinning Room.



WINE OF THE MONTH FOR YOUR DIARY
Bridge Club  
Every Tuesday 
$35pp 10.30am in the Harbour 
Dining Room. 
Next: Tuesday 1 March 
followed by  Tuesday 8 March

Army Officers’ Lunch  
2nd Friday of the Month 
Next: Friday 11 March 
$70pp 2 course lunch & 
beverages 
12pm in the ISC Room

Fluid Fridays
Last Friday of each month 
Next: Friday 25 March 
6pm in the Pioneers' Room 
 
Just Infantry 
Normally 1st Thursday of the 
Month Next: Thursday 3 March, 
12pm Members Bar, 12:30pm, 
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

REGULAR EVENTS

5 Just Infantry
7 Jazz Night
8 Mother’s Day Lunch
13 Latin-American Night

18 Women’s Pioneer Society

20 Classical Night

27 Fluid Friday

Revee Vineyard is the oldest 
vineyard in

Tumbarumba, originally planted
by Penfold’s in 1981. A cold climate 

region of high altitude with the
vineyard nestled at 730m above sea 

level. 

6 Bottles - $275

Bright mid gold with green 
hues, the lifted bouquet displays 

rich dried apricots with a lime 
marmalade character. A luscious 
and rich palate shows beautifully 
integrated toasty oak with lemon 

citrus acidity to balance the 
richness and finish clean.

12 Bottles - $360

1 Jazz Night
7 Just Infantry

8 Latin-American Night

9 Confrerie Du Sabre D’or Champagne

14 Classical Night
19 APC ANZAC Day
20 Women’s Pioneer Society
25 ANZAC Day
29 Fluid Friday

Hungerford Hill Classic Botrytis 
Semillon 2016

Hungerford Hill Revee 
Vineyard Chardonnay 2017

April

3 Just Infantry
4 Jazz Night
11 Latin-American Night

11 Young Members Night

16 Women’s Pioneer Society

18 Classical Night
24 Downton Abbey Movie Night
25 Fluid Friday
28 Ladies Committee
30 Social Snooker & Dinner 

March

May

Revee Vineyard is the oldest 
vineyard in Tumbarumba , 

originally planted by Penfold’s in 
1981 with MV6 clone of Pinot Noir. A 
cold climate region of high altitude 
with the vineyard nestled at 730m 

above sea level. 

6 Bottles - $275

Hungerford Hill Revee 
Vineyard Pinot Noir 2018

The Earlybird Moscato is floral 
with grapey muscat flavours and 
highly aromatic, light in alcohol 

and displays a fresh, lively & spritzy 
palate balanced with sweet fruit 

flavours which is best served 
slightly chilled.

12 Bottles - $300

Hungerford Hill Early Bird 
Moscato 2020


