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Your Board is delighted to welcome new 
permanent CEO David Fischer. David is an 
established leader in founding and managing 
global hospitality, digital, and media businesses. 
I know David, pictured in the centre (of the first 
photo), will be thrilled to meet you when you’re 
in the Club.  I am most keenly anticipating the 
ongoing opportunity of working closely with 
him to strengthen your Club in the years ahead. 

A number of you have recently asked me about 
matters finance and you can be assured that 
the Board is constantly reviewing the Club’s 
financial position and our Club Treasurer can 
advise us that April’s surplus, pre-depreciation, 
was $35,000.  Total revenue was up twenty-nine 
percent over April 2021 and food and beverage 
up twenty-nine percent over the same period.  
Additionally events and functions are up two 
hundred and thirty nine percent over April 2021. 
As well a further $8,500 has been donated to the 
RACA Foundation. May I thank all members for 
your ongoing support of the Club through your 
endeavours and efforts including by bringing 
family, friends, neighbours and colleagues to 
share Club experiences with you.  

I was thrilled to attend the Motoring 
Committee’s Tenth Anniversary event with Co-
ordinator Ian White and founding Co-ordinator 
Alan Hunt, and there recently well-attended 
Fluid Friday dinner when guest speaker, Jeanne 
Eve described how we all draw strength from 
COVID in that we know now how much we all 
enjoy being able to meet face-to-face in a true 
sense of community.  It is with great expectation 
and enthusiasm that I envisage the Motoring 
Committee’s future events and displays. 

It is with great delight that I encourage all 
members to view the stunning artworks of 
Kevin Ng in the Harbour Dining Room. When 
Kevin first showed me a small sample of his 
works, on his phone, I was captivated by their 
beauty and serenity.  The Board happily shared 
this enthusiasm and thus readily accepted my 
proposal to have - for the first time - staff art on 
display in the Club. Pictured is Kevin’s favourite 
artwork Peony White Plum.
Continued on Page 2...

Pictured above - COO Doug Grand (left), CEO David Fischer (centre) 
and President Megan Lavender (right).

Pictured above - Attendees on the Club’s National Trust Heritage 
Tour join the Motoring celebrations. 

Pictured above - President Megan Lavender with staff Member 
Kevin Ng and one of his artworks displayed in the Harbour Dining 
Room.



Motoring is the heart of the RACA and over the last month the heart beat strongly.

Fluid Friday on Friday 29 April was attended by nearly 40 guests, and heard Club member Greg Starr give a short 
address on his experience with seven “Hills District” born and bred big kids in the Bondi to Batts Reef 2019 Variety 
Bash, to raise money for kids through the children’s charity; Variety. The group spent 10 days travelling 4,570 kms 
together in a 1980 Holden VC Commodore and a 1986 Ford XF Falcon. Great effort kids! 

The Club run on 15 May to the Butter Factory restaurant at Nowra was well attended by RACA members. We were 
joined on the day by members of the Maserati and Triumph Clubs which brought the number of motoring buffs in 
the restaurant to about 50. Food and atmosphere were great, and we will certainly do that again!

Fluid Friday on Friday 27 May was another success where we heard a short address about the 1967 Rolls Royce 
Phantom V that was once the Australian Government’s vehicle for Royal and Vice Regal transport.  John Matheson 
and Jeanne Eve acquired the vehicle in 1993 and subsequently drove it 16,000 kms on the 1997 Peking to Paris 
Motor Challenge. After rally restorations, in 2002 they donated it to the Henry Royce Foundation Australia, where 
it now resides within the Foundation’s collection and is garaged in NSW with the RROCA-NSW. These dinners are 
casual and inexpensive and members and their guests are always welcome!

Coming up are the Club’s motoring quiz night planned for 29 June and the Combined Car Club’s Classic Car Display 
and Charity BBQ at Bundanoon on 2 July. Email eventsadmin@raca,com.au to register your interest.

MOTORING

Best in Motoring, 
Ian White 

Motoring Committee Co-ordinator

With the end of the financial year fast approaching, we would like to remind and 
encourage all members to use any residual funds from your ‘Minimum Spend’ in 
the Club. Please remember that if your minimum spend remains unused, by the 

end of the evening of 30 June 2022, it is forfeited.

Why not visit our Members Bar or Harbour Dining Room for a few drinks and a 
delicious meal or attend some of our exciting member events, take advantage 

of our great deals in accommodation or have our ‘wine of the month’ or 
merchandise delivered directly to your door.

You will have seen our accounts departments has sent out your Club renewal for the 2022/23 year and we all look 
forward to you continuing to support our wonderful Club.  A further practical way to show your support (and also to 
make a tax deductible contribution) is to donate to the RACA Foundation’s RACA 500 campaign before June 30th.  
Donations can be made directly via scanning the QR code on page 1 and you can also contribute by purchasing 
one of the beautiful cards or prints with artist and member Marta Madison generously donating her watercolour 
painting of the Club’s entrance and allowing it to be reproduced for all to enjoy; order online merchandise via the 
QR code on page 1 or contact Reception on (02) 8273 2300. 

You will have noticed that we have several new staff whom are already contributing to the running and ambience 
of your Club.  Please introduce yourself and welcome Dyanne, Gayu, Mele and Michael to the Club as you encounter 
them on your next visit. 

See you in June for the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty, Jazz, Jaunts of Vivid, Joie de vivre of Tango, Joys of Youthful 
Whisky and so much more!

Yours in Service ,

Continued from page 1...



CORKS 'N' FORKS

Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

Dear Members 

I have several matters upon which to report this month. 

Tasting Tour – Thursday 19 May 2022 – ‘David & Goliath’ 

Our second tasting/tour for the year was another resounding success. The format was a comparative tasting of 
carefully selected Hunter Valley wines from 2 producers; one a small producer – Wombat Crossing (David), and 
the other a large producer - Leogate (Goliath). 

The wines were served in 3 brackets - Semillon, Chardonnay and Shiraz, interspersed with 3 matching food 
courses. Each bracket comprised 2 wines from Leogate and 1 from Wombat Crossing.

The food from Chef and his team was exceptionally good, with several members commenting that the creamy 
mushroom risotto served with the Semillon bracket was the best risotto they’d eaten!

The wines included a number of aged and reserve releases, and 1 trophy winner. They were presented by 
Leogate’s Senior Winemaker and their Sales and Marketing Manager, who also discussed the Wombat Crossing 
wines, which they professionally and objectively assessed to be very good indeed.

Bastille Night Dinner – Thursday 14 July at 7pm

It’s that time of the year again folks – our annual Bastille Night Dinner

Our annual Bastille Dinner is always a great night. It’s the perfect opportunity to glam it up a bit and celebrate all 
things French – food, wine, fashion, style etc. There’ll be a great selection of French wines from many of Frances’s 
wine regions chosen and presented by Ian Cook from Five Way Cellars matched to a bespoke menu crafted by 
Chef and his team. If you’re lucky you might even win one of the best dressed prizes or our wine options game! 

More details, including the menu, matching wines and price are a work in progress and will soon be available. 
However given the dinner is likely to prove very popular, you might like to pencil it in your diaries now and make 
a provisional booking either on line, with the RACA app, or by contacting Gayu Mudaliar at the Club on 8273 2322 
or eventsadmin@raca.com.au.

Established in 1968, the Ladies Committee serves an 
historically important function in the operation of the 
Club and welcomes members to meet with them during 
lunch for discussion and exchange of ideas. 

All members are welcome, both male and female, and 
their partners and guests. Each event features a guest 
speaker and/or entertainment. 

The next event will be held on the 27th June, we hope to 
see you there. 

For more information please contact the Club  
(02) 8273 2322 or eventsadmin@raca.com.au

Royal Automobile Club of Australia
Ladies Committee



 

SNOOKER COMMITTEE

Mr Steven Thomson 
For The Snooker Committee

Australasian Pioneers’ Zelensky Lunch- 24 May

Congratulations to Ron Langley, co-coordinator of the RACA snooker and 
billiards group, on winning the inaugural Monthly Medal. He is pictured here 
with Club President, Megan Lavender, presenting the award.

We were delighted to host John Threlfo, Tattersall’s snooker club  
co-ordinator, and members of his team for a recent coaching session with 
RACA Member Peter Tankard, who is a World Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association certified coach.  We also held a social night in mid-May, 
organised by Club Member Marcus Droga, which is always great fun.

As we go to press, we are in the process of considering ratings for the Club 
handicap singles and doubles tournament to be held later this year.  To 
register your interest, and for one of snooker and billiards team to contact you, 
please email marketing@raca.com.au and we can arrange to have a hit at the 
tables on Level 2.

It’s almost the end of the financial year and tax-deductible donations can 
be made to support your Club via the RACA Foundation. Your contributions 
will ensure that the Clubhouse at 89 Macquarie Street in Sydney retains its 
heritage and is maintained to a level expected not only by the membership 

but also by the community as a whole. 

We thank all Members that have already generously  
donated to the Foundation.  

Australasian Pioneers’ Young Members Night - 26 May

Scan the QR code to Donate now, or for more information, please contact the Club on (02) 8273 2300 Accountant@raca.com.au

2022 CLUB TRADING HOURS DURING THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY

Harbour Dining Room        Members Bar       Garage
Breakfast    Lunch  Dinner

OPEN                      CLOSED                 CLOSED                        CLOSED

Monday  13th June



MEMBER EVENTS
We have a number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests. 
Book early to avoid disappointment.

Bookings: 
eventsadmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 23 

LATIN-AMERICAN TANGO NIGHT
10 June 6pm

Join us on the second Friday of 
the month in the Members Bar 
for TangoConca with Karina and 
Fabian. 

Experience the exhilarating 
rhythms of live Tango music plus 
dance exhibition on the dance 
floor where you can ‘have a go’ and 
no skills required!

Bookings: 
Harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

CLASSICAL NIGHT
17 June 6pm

Join us in the on the third Friday 
of the month and be entertained 
with live Classical music!

Enjoy themed classical Bites. 

Following Classical Night: 
15 July.

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

APC HISTORY LUNCHEON 
14 June 12pm      $75

APC are proud to welcome Dick 
Smith as the guest speaker at this 
year’s History Lunch. 

Paul Hogan sums the man 
up perfectly “part Bear Grylls, 
part Bill Gates, but 100% Aussie 
Larrikin. Dick is a great innovator, 
philanthropist and adventurer, 
who in my eyes can do no wrong”. 

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

ARTS & CULTURE ARTISTS’ DINNER 
15 June 6:30pm for a 7pm start   $45 2 course

The RACA Arts and Culture 
Committee is pleased to invite you 
to the June; Casual Artists’ Dinner. 
 
Featuring the work of the late 
Filippa Buttitta entitled ‘Tony Costa 
in his Studio’ - being a former 
Archibald Prize winner. 
 
Meet in the Members’ Bar to view 
the work.

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

DISCOVER WHISKY RACA YOUNG MEMBERS 
STYLE WITH THE WHISKY SOCIETY

The RACA is proud to host the 
world’s leading whisky club, the 
Scotch Malt Whisky Society, 
in partnership with our Young 
Members for a special night of 
discovering single cask, cask 
strength, rare whiskies from deep 
within the vaults of Scotland.

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

VIVID BOAT CRUISE
7 - 8 June, 6pm - 7pm           $49 Adults / $29 Children

Join fellow members and their 
guests for a cruise around Sydney 
Harbour while taking in the 
glorious lights of VIVID.  
 
Limited seats available, book now!

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

VIVID FOOD MENU
1 - 18 June - Dinner Service        $60 2 course / $70 3 course

Join us in the Harbour Dining 
Room throughout VIVID as we 
celebrate with a specially crafted 
menu, put together by our 
Executive Head Chef. 

This menu is sure to light-up your 
tastebuds!

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

THE LADIES COMMITTEE LUNCHEON
27 June 12pm       $65

You’re invited to the Ladies 
Committee Luncheon with guest 
speaker James Warrand from 
the Australian National Maritime 
Museum. 
 
James will be talking on his father 
and HMS Hood.  
 
Join us for what is sure to be an 
entertaining lunch. 

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

MOTORING COMMITTEE QUIZ NIGHT 
29 June      

All members are invited to join 
the RACA Motoring Committee 
at the next motoring quiz night.

Come and test your motoring 
knowledge and enjoy a night 
with a difference.  

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY 
15 June 11:30am for 12pm start    $40

9 June 6pm - $20

Bookings: 
Please contact Mrs. Joy Dean
on 0417 217 963

The Women’s Pioneer Society 
invite you to the Commemoration 
of Women - A Tribute to Nurses 
with guest speaker Krista Vane 
Tempest. 

Krista wrote the story of the only 
Australian nurse killed in action 
during First World War. 

Join us as her tale unfolds.



WINE OF THE MONTH FOR YOUR DIARY

Bridge Club: Every Tuesday 
$35pp 10:30 am in the Harbour Dining 
Room. 
Next: Tuesday 7 June.

Army Officers’ Lunch: 2nd Friday 
of the Month 
Next: Friday 10 June 
$70pp 2 course lunch & beverages 
12 pm in the ISC Room

Fluid Fridays: Last Friday of each 
month 
Next: Friday 24 June 
6pm in the Pioneers' Room

Just Infantry: Normally 1st Thursday 
of the Month Next: Thursday 2 
June, 12pm Members Bar, 12:30 pm, 
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

REGULAR EVENTS

5 Jazz Night
12 Latin-American Night
17 Women’s Pioneer Society
18 Corks ‘n’ Forks Tasting Tour
19 Classical Night
19 NGRA Luncheon
23 APC Dunbar Luncheon
29 Ladies Committee Luncheon

1 Jazz Night
7 Young Members Whisky vs Gin
8 Latin-American Night
11-16 French Food Week
14 Bastille Day Dinner
15 Classical Night
20 Women’s Pioneer Society
25 Ladies Committee Luncheon

JULY

3 Jazz Night
7-8 VIVID Sydney Cruise
9 Discover Whisky
10 Latin-American Night
14 APC History Luncheon
15 Women’s Pioneer Society
15 Arts & Culture Artists’ Dinner
17 Classical Night
27 Ladies Committee Luncheon
29 Motoring Quiz Night

JUNE

AUGUST

Beside Broke Road Pi not Gris is a classic cool climate 
style showing lifted citrus notes with a hint of pear 
and ginger. The palate continues these citrus and 
pear flavours but has lovely fine grained texture and 
soft acid finish, which is a hallmark of Pi not Gris. 

BESIDE BROKE ROAD PINOT GRIS 

This Sauvignon Blanc is a vibrant and expressive 
maritime climate style, showing lemongrass, guava 
and passionfruit aromas. The palate is well balanced 
between its vibrant citrus profile and a hint of grassy 
notes, with a crisp, refreshing acid profile. Light, 
refreshing and quaffable.

BESIDE BROKE ROAD SAUVIGNON BLANC

This Rosé from Margaret River is salmon pink in 
colour is a blend of Shiraz, Tempranillo and Merlot. 
The wine shows generous fruit flavours with a lovely 
mid-palate texture. The refreshing acidity makes it a 
lovely food wine, or simply a great drink on its own.

BESIDE BROKE ROAD ROSE

This Shiraz has a core of dark plum, mulberry and 
chocolate balanced by fresh subtle pepper spice and 
flinty mineral notes. The palate has the soft rich feel 
of a medium to full bodied shiraz but with a vibrant 
fruit line that helps keep the wine lively and supple.

BESIDE BROKE ROAD SHIRAZ

A subtle nose of limes and grapefruit, the palate 
is well balanced blend of apples and tropical fruit 
resulting in a crisp easy drinking wine with great 
structure.

TROUT VALLEY SAUVIGNON BLANC

Bright auburn in colour, our 2018 Pinot Noir has 
flavours of ripe cherries with a hint of chocolate. The 
wine is exceptionally easy drinking with a smooth 
finish.

TROUT VALLEY PINOT NOIR

Beside Broke Road Cabernet Sauvignon is full bodied. 
It has classic lifted dark cherry and blackberry aromas 
with hints of violets and olive tapenade. The palate 
is vibrant and fresh showing off dark fruits and 
herbaceous varietal notes with silky tannins and a 
bright natural balance.

BESIDE BROKE ROAD CABERNET SAUVIGNON


