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OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER
ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
May I extend to you, your family, friends and neighbours all the peace that 2022 brings as a year full of
hope and joy for each and every one of you.

January 2022

Est. 1903

As we enter 2022, we say some farewells but look to the future with hope. Staff members Gary Quass,
Shibli Sadik and Kathy Symons, who all gave exemplary service and, having loyally remained during the
pandemic lockdown, are now moving on to new senior management roles. I thank them on your behalf
for their dedication, commitment and valuable contribution to the Club. I have said that the door of
welcome will always be open and this has been well received.
Members of our Board-linked Committees met together in early December to discuss ideas and events
for 2022 and you will see the first of these in this newsletter. On January 5-8, the ISC Bar on Level 4 will
become a sports bar with a big screen to enjoy the Test Match, so come along to share a relaxed and fun
afternoon with EFTPOS facilities available for guests. To join in with Arts and Culture, Bridge, Food and
Wine, Ladies Committee, Motoring, Snooker, Racing and Sport, and Young Executives, email feedback@
raca.com.au
One of our directors, Christine Wright, is examining the archives to find items of historical and current
interest and she was delighted to find that there are photos of the first Women Drivers’ Reliability Trial in
1936, showing that the RACA has an enduring tradition of egalitarianism. As well as cars, there is much
information and photos of early cycling and motorcycling, in particular, the Manly to Bayview Cycle Track
in 1900. This will continue to be a journey of discovery that we will share with you!
Property is at the forefront of all our minds and I can inform you that the draft Conservation Management
Plan has been delivered to the Board for review. Under discussion from the first strategic workshop,
held shortly before Christmas, this is part of our core values - focussing on continuous improvement of
Member experience and prioritisation of Member services of high quality, underpinned by long-term fiscal
sustainability and best practice engagement for Members, staff and visitors. The Board will have a further
planning workshop this month, developing our
horizons with embedded organisation stabilisation,
Member and revenue growth, and consistent
reputation that echoes our traditions of motoring,
Defence and Pioneers. We are looking to build on all
of these solid foundations for future activities.
See you at the ISC Bar for the cricket on January 5th
and so much more as your Club is open as your safe
home away from home from January 4th!
Yours in Service
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LADIES COMMITTEE

The Ladies Committee’s Christmas themed luncheon was our first luncheon since the
reopening of the Club. It was the perfect start to the festive season. Jordan Roach’s performance
provided the merriment we all needed.
The Ladies Committee would like to thank the Board of Directors for their support and
encouragement.
We would also like to express our gratitude to CEO Markus Friedler and all the RACA
staff especially Yvonne, Michaela, Kathy and Shibli for their outstanding efforts during
2021.
Thank you also to all members and friends for their support. The RACA Ladies
Committee send our best wishes for a wonderful new year.
See you in 2022
Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith OAM
President of the RACA Ladies Committee.

MOTORING COMMITTEE

With two years of limited events with only the Fluid Fridays really keeping us connected,
2022 is looking like a much better year (assuming no more lockdowns). By the time you have read this
newsletter, the Motoring Group Steering Committee will have met and planned the year.
In recent years, the Motoring Group has held the Motoring Tour, an Annual Dinner along with various
other smaller evening events with other motoring clubs. In 2021, I introduced the Motoring Quiz which
was dominated by the Historic Racing team! In addition we have supported external events such as the
Sydney Harbour Concours, the All British Day and others.
So as I write this note at the end of 2021, we have a nice clean slate, however soon it will be covered in
plans and dates for events to entertain and connect our members.
The Steering Committee looks forward to seeing more members in the Club enjoying the facilities and
connecting with others.
Stephen Wells
For the Motoring Committee
motoring@raca.com.au | https://www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

ELEVATE Sydney Road Closures: 26 December - 10 January
The Cahill Expressway Overpass at Circular Quay will be closed to traffic during the event.
The Cahill Walk will also be closed to pedestrians.
Parking restrictions will be in effect from 6am to 8pm during the event on sections
of Bridge, Grosvenor and Macquarie Streets so check signs carefully as vehicles left in
clearways will be towed.
See further information at: https://elevatesydney.com/event-information/

SNOOKER GROUP

Invitations are open for the Club’s snooker tournament which will commence from 15 February
2022, with practice nights every Friday in January.
We will hold a singles, doubles and lightning round robin competition (6-red balls) as well as a brand new
Invitational tournament for new Members you can sign up to the Club - including friends, family and
work colleagues who apply for the Club’s new 7 Day Membership offer.
We are honoured that Helen Terrett, whose late husband Harry was a great supporter of the snooker
club, has kindly agreed for one of the tournaments to be named in Harry’s honour.
Harry‘s sense of humour was legendary and he generously donated his snooker table to the Club, the
first table when you enter the snooker room on Level 2.
To enter this year’s competition or for more information on Membership packages, email
marketingco@raca.com.au

RACING AND SPORT COMMITTEE

The RACA Racing Committee invites you to enjoy a day of Summer Racing at Royal Randwick
racecourse on Saturday, 22 January 2022 featuring the $150,000 Carrington Stakes.
Start with breakfast in the Club’s Harbour Dining Room from 8 am, with best dressed and lucky door
prizes, catch the tram to Randwick racecourse from Circular Quay and enjoy the excitement of a great
day with racing fans. The new Winx Stand will be open as well. All welcome to join in for Members’ Bar
drinks after the last!
RSVP today at marketingco@raca.com.au
Please note that Members will be responsible for all expenses for this event and to book your tickets for
the races, visit theraces.com.au

Just Infantry Luncheon - 2 December

APC, Younger Members Dinner - 25 November

Women’s Pioneer Society - 17 November

APC, New Members Cocktail Party - 18 November

THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Peter Andrews
Jared Bennett
Ashish Bhatt
David Brodie
Eli Burns
Nicholas Davies
Michael Elkobaili
Thorin Greene
Colin Henry
Michael Larkin
Alex Luther

Cody McKay
Christopher Reynolds
Michael Sands
Craig Shipway
Ian Sutheland

AND WELCOME BACK
Nigel Baker
Mark Connaghan
Anne Elliott
Richard Mann

MEMBER EVENTS

We have a number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests.
Book early to avoid disappointment.

JAZZ NIGHT

APC Proclamation

7 January 6PM

The tradition continues at the
Club, with Jazz Night on the
first Friday of each month.

8 February 12PM					
$75
Australasian Pioneers’ Club,
invite you to attend the Annual
Proclamation Day Lunch.

Join us and grab some of our
themed jazz bites for only $25.
Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Following Jazz Night:
4 February

LATIN-AMERICAN NIGHT
14 January 6PM

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Join us on the second Friday of
the month in the Members Bar
for a new tradition.
Experience the traditional
sounds and exhilarating
rhythms of live Latin-American
Music.
Following Latin-American Night:
11 February

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY

19 January 12PM						$80
The Women’s Pioneer Society
invite you to an Australia Day
Celebration with guest Speaker,
Beverly Earnshaw OAM.

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2322

Valentine’s Day Dinner
14 February 12PM				

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

21 January 6PM

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Join us in the Members Bar on
the third Friday of each month
at the Club and be entertained
with live Classical music!
January’s highlighted
composers are Brahms, Handel,
and Mendelssohn. Enjoy
themed ‘Classical Bites’ for $25
or cocktail for $10
Following Classical Night:
18 February

CHINESE NEW YEAR FOOD WEEK

31 January - 5 February 12PM				
$70
Celebrate the year of the tiger
and welcome the Lunar new
year with Chinese New Year
Food Week.

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Discover and experience the
traditional dishes and drinks
that are part of China’s most
important holiday

Bookings are as essential as
LOVE!

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY

16 February 12PM				
$45
The Women’s Pioneer Society
invite you to Peter O’Brien –
Bush School.

Bookings:
Please contact Mrs. Joy Dean
on 0417 217 963

CLASSICAL NIGHT

$75

Celebrate Valentine’s Day in
the Harbour Dining Room with
magnificent views of Sydney
Harbour and feast on a delicious
four course dinner designed by
our Executive Chef.

Beverly specialises in convict
history, church history, local
history and popular history.
Bookings:
Please contact Mrs. Joy Dean
on 0417 217 963

Special guest speaker Margaret
Cameron-Ash, the author of
‘Beating France to Botany Bay:
The Race to found Australia’

In 1960, a newly minted teacher
started work as the only teacher
at a bush school in Weabonga,
two days’ travel by train and
mail car from Armidale.

WINE OF THE MONTH
NEW YEAR’S SPECIAL!

Old Winery - Cabernet
Sauvignon
The Cabernet Sauvignon
has aromas of black
cherries, wild berries and
some spice. A full bodied
red with an intense palate
of rich, dark plum and a
silky finish.
6 Bottles - $72.00

Old Winery - Verdelho
Fresh and lively with an
intense sweet tropical
nose with lifted spice
aromas. Rich tropical
fruit and honey flavours
fulfil the palate and are
complemented by a crisp
lemony finish.
6 Bottles - $72.00

Old Winery - Pinot Noir
Lots of varietal cherry
and strawberry aromas
with complexing forest
floor undertones. A soft
but generously flavoured
style with sweet aromas
of berries and mushroom.
The palate is long and
concentrated with rich
sweet fruit, subtle savoury
oak support and smooth
tannins.

Old Winery - Sauvignon
Blanc
The Old Winery
Sauvignon Blanc exhibits
a wonderfully fragrant
nose of snow peas, guava
and a little passionfruit.
With its classic varietal
character, this full
flavoured and refreshing
sauvignon blanc delivers
herbal and grassy notes
with vibrant, zesty citrus
fruit character.
6 Bottles - $72.00
Old Winery - Shiraz
Deep red in colour with
a bright purple rim. A
smooth, soft and spicy
red wine with aromas
of dark ripe fruit and
subtle vanillin oak. The
palate is full of rich shiraz
flavours and is supported
by firm tannins which
provide good length and
complexity.
6 Bottles - $72.00

FOR YOUR DIARY

REGULAR EVENTS

Bridge Club
Every Tuesday
$35pp 10.30am in the Harbour
Dining Room.
Next: Tuesday 11 January
Army Officers’ Lunch
2nd Friday of the Month
Next: Friday 14 January
$70pp 2 course lunch &
beverages
12pm in the ISC Room
Fluid Fridays
Last Friday of each month
Next: Friday 28 January
6pm in the Pioneers' Room
Just Infantry
Normally 1st Thursday of the
Month Next: Thursday 6 January,
12pm Members Bar, 12:30pm,
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

JANUARY

7

Jazz Night

19

Women’s Pioneer Society

14
21
22
28

Latin-American Night
Classical Night

Racing Day at Randwick
Fluid Friday

31 - 5 Chinese New Year Food Week

FEBRUARY

4
8

11

Jazz Night
APC Proclamation Day
Latin-American Night

14

Valentine’s Day Dinner

6 Bottles - $72.00

16

Women’s Pioneer Society

Old Winery - Chardonnay
A medium bodied wine
with aromas of stone fruit
and subtle vanillin oak.
The palate is generously
flavoured with white
peach citrus characters
and a clean, crisp finish.

18

Classical Night

25

Fluid Friday

28

Ladies Committee

6 Bottles - $72.00

15

Club Snooker Tournament

17

Young Executives Night

24

Corks ‘n’ Forks

25

White Ensign Dinner

MARCH

4

Jazz Night

16

Women’s Pioneer Society

11
18
28

Latin-American Night
Classical Night
Ladies Committee

