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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO
Dear Members,

What is there to say about the 2020 year other than it is thankfully over…
Terrible and devastating bushfires around NSW and Australia which cost lives,
homes, land and wildlife. It will take years to recover. One would have thought
this is enough for any country to go through then along came COVID-19, an
international pandemic that has shocked the world.

This was and is not something we could just say “She’ll be right mate” this was something the modern
world had never gone through and for which it was certainly not prepared.
It was met with all different types of reactions such as shock, disbelief, ignorance, even arrogance at times.
But the majority of people accepted how dangerous COVID was, and still is without a proven vaccine, people
started pulling together, understanding that hard and difficult decisions had to be made and upheld so we
can all come through this together. Yes, unfortunately lives were lost and business interruptions adversely
affected also financially, such as our Club, but it could have been much worse.
The RACA Management had to make decisions to make sure it also survived for its post COVID-19
rejuvenation without too much inconvenience to members and staff. I am pleased to say that the RACA
Management Team pulled together and thought carefully about how we could Survive and Thrive through
the pandemic.
I am very proud to say that the RACA TEAM worked closer together than ever before to make sure we only
had to close for a minimum amount of time while still able to help members with what essentials they may
have needed such as food and beverages for take away and care packages with disinfectant wipes, hand
sanitiser, toilet paper and tissues.
Members were very happy we were able to help with these things as it was absolute mayhem in
supermarkets at the time.
We re-opened on the 1st of July 2020 to show members the RACA was here for them with all services as
usual, just under certain restrictions via the NSW Government. Members were happy to be back in the club
and showed understanding for the circumstances we and everybody were in.
I thank all members for their patience and support throughout this difficult period and hope all members
understand that all decisions were made to make sure members and staff were safe within the RACA walls.
I hope you will join me in saying a big THANK YOU to all staff members for the fantastic job they did
throughout 2020. Also I would like to thank all members on behalf of the RACA Team for their generosity in
offering gratuities.
Thanks also to the President, Mr Michael Callanan, for all his support throughout 2020.
We were able to undertake certain works throughout the club such as room renovations, painting
throughout the Club, new A/C will be installed in January, and a lot of back of house works.
As you may know the building is now 92 years old, you can imagine internal and external works are always
ongoing.
In the case of the COVID-19 pandemic, our business did survive lockdown for a while, asking members to
renew their membership and Minimum Spend and finding ways for members to utilize their MSP and house
accounts.
continued on page 2
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continued...
There is no perfect solution in such demanding times and we all have learned much from the experience.
Our assets and capabilities have been adversely impacted (no different to other Clubs and businesses), and new opportunities will emerge
to challenge us all. The challenge for us is to use our assets and capabilities, financial and otherwise, in novel ways to create value for
existing and new members and clients. This is fundamentally important to management.
Recessions don’t just create problems, they create opportunities. A positive mental attitude is critical for our success. Our reaction to
the events that occur is what produces the results. The event is merely the trigger. Creating a recession proof business must start with a
positive frame of mind.
Firstly, we have to accept the truth that we don’t have a recession proof business. We are currently unable to grow or maintain our core
sales, which had slipped during last financial year, then the pandemic, which could mean utilising the overdraft which to date we have,
through careful financial management, avoided.
We could then possibly bounce back reasonably. We may not be an entirely recession/pandemic proof business, but we may be at least
a recession/pandemic resilient one. We have minimised our costs while in lock down and maintained cost effective thinking at all times.
We took and are taking advantage of any government funding and looking after our staff. We have contacted all contractors and
suppliers to be patient until we can pay them but have also asked for reductions in future weekly, monthly and quarterly payments.
We now try to keep business as usual as far as we can manage to keep the RACA viable.
Now it is about holding the line when others are failing. We look for opportunities to grow sales where we can. We remain positive.
What we ask of all our members is just that you visit the club as often as possible and assist your Club to immediately resume normal
trading patterns.
I am happy to say goodbye to 2020 and on behalf of the RACA Team wish all members a Happy New Year for 2021 and I hope it delivers
safety, health, prosperity and a sense of excitement for things to come.
Yours Sincerely,
Markus Friedler
CEO/Secretary Manager

LADIES COMMITTEE

On behalf of all of the Ladies Committee, we hope you all had a relaxing and festive Christmas period and Happy New Year! Last year was
extremely difficult for all and we are looking forward to getting things back on track for 2021.
Join us for our first Ladies Committee Luncheon on 22 February 2021, when we will be joined by guests speaker Scott Warr, CEO of Legacy
Australia. It is sure to be an interesting lunch as he discusses current issues, programs of support and an insight into the future of Legacy.
I would like to remind all members that, although our functions are called Ladies Committee Luncheon, this is because they are hosted by
us. This does not make them exclusive to only females. All members and their guests are welcome to attend, both male and female.
We do hope to see all of you at some of our upcoming functions this year, keep an eye out for more exciting speakers to be announced.
Yours Sincerely,
Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith OAM
President of the RACA Ladies Committee.

MOTORING
Well we have come to the New Year, I wish you all a Happy New Year and I’d
like to thank all members who were able to join us for our Fluid Fridays last
year - the only way we could keep the engine ticking over whilst the country
sorted itself out. We are working on the events for this year and would like
to remind our members that the Club will be open in this month (unlike
other years) and we will hold a Fluid Friday as normal in January.
In addition, I’d like to remind members that the AXA Sydney Harbour
Concours d’Elegance will be held in early March and will include input from
several members as well as the Club hosting a Black Tie dinner. Put the 4th
to 6th March in your calendar as days to enjoy some of the world’s finest
machines. This year the event will also hold The Distinguished Gentleman’s
Drive for classic cars, dedicated to raising funds for men’s health, contact me
for more details.
2021 is a year of launch and even cancellation anniversaries - the Jaguar
E-type started production and the last Sydney tram ran from La Perouse to
Randwick. The tram network was apparently one of the largest in the Commonwealth prior to being shut down and as we know,
the E-type quickly became an instant classic.
The Motoring Steering Committee looks forward to seeing all members during 2021 whether you come by E-type, metro or light
rail!
For any further information please contact Stephen Wells via
motoring@raca.com.au or https://www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

CORKS 'N' FORKS
Dear Members,
Due to tight seasonal printing deadlines, I’m writing this piece with Christmas still a week away and a much anticipated 2021 even
further. While COVID restricted what Corks ‘n’ Forks was able to do this year, the events we did hold, particularly our recent tasting/
tour on 8 October with the theme ‘Australian Regional Differences’, and our rollicking Henschke/Bests Black Tie Dinner on 20
November were outstanding successes by any measure.
We held a Corks ‘n’ Forks committee planning meeting earlier this week, when we reviewed 2020 and discussed what we might do
in 2021. All things being equal, we should be able to let you know our 2021 schedule early in the new year. A trip away – another
Corks ‘n’ Forks ‘odyssey’ – will be a priority.
With more to do in 2021, we’d be keen to hear from anyone interested in joining our committee. Participation on the committee is
not particularly onerous and by and large is a lot of fun. If you’re interested or think you might be, we’d love to hear from you. My
email address is mogigi.grj@bigpond.com.au.
I thought I’d leave you with this wonderful quote from Clifton Fadiman. It nails what Corks ‘n’ Forks is all about – the pleasure and
enjoyment of good food, wine and company.

“The drinking of wine seems to have a moral edge over many pleasures and hobbies in that it promotes love of one’s neighbour.
As a general thing it is not a lone occupation. A bottle of wine begs to be shared; I have never met a miserly wine lover.”
See you in 2021!
Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee
Committee member details are:
Avril Fortuin - avituin1@gmail.com, Brent Halligan - info@legalmigrationservices.com, Roger Butler - LAW@colebutler.com.au,
Dennis Han - dennisozchn@hotmail.com and myself – mogigi.grj@bigpond.com

JAZZ NIGHT DECEMBER

THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Mr Ben Salmon
Ms Nellie Robertson
Mr Samuel Kang
Ms Susan Lake
Ms Sharon Waitzer
Mrs Judith Xavier

Mr Antonio Pantalone
Mr James Nethersole
Ms Nicole Eckels
Mr James McKenzie
Mr Nicholas Burnham

MEMBER EVENTS

We have number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests.
Book early to avoid disappointment.

JAZZ NIGHT
8 January 6PM

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY

		

The tradition continues at the Club, with
Jazz Night on the first Friday of each
month.

17 February 12PM		

$35

Troy Lennon has been writing histories
for the Daily Telegraph since 1990 and
has been editor of the history page since
2003. Troy will speak about Mary Lennon,
the founder of Lennon Bros Circus, the
history of circus in Australia and the role of
women in the circus.

Join us and grab a some of our
Moroccan-themed jazz bites for only
$20

Please RSVP by Monday 15 February.

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Bookings:
Please contact Ann Lisle
on 0407 958 582

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY

YOUNG MEMBERS DINNER & TALK

20 January 12PM 			
$75
The Ship that Never Was is the
entertaining and rollicking story
of one of the greatest escapes in
Australian colonial history. The story
of James Porter, an Australian larrikin
whose ingenuity, gift of the gab and
refusal to buckle under authority,
made an escape from Macquarie
Harbour all the way to Chile.
Bookings:
Please contact Ann Lisle
on 0407 958 582

Please RSVP by Monday 18 January.

APC PROCLAMATION DAY LUNCH
9 February 12PM				

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2330

$TBC

Historians do not agree about whether
Governor Phillip addressed the convicts,
and those who say he did disagree about
what he said. Then there is the urban
legend, which strikes a modern chord, of
a rum-fuelled orgy in the evening. Did
such a salacious scandal really happen?
Most of the First Fleet officers kept
journals, so the question should be easily
answered … surely?
Speaker: John Lanser

LUNAR NEW YEAR FOOD WEEK
8 - 13 February Lunch/Dinner

$65

Join us in the Habour Dining Room as
we celebrate Lunar New Year with a four
course feast available in February.

18 February 7PM				

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

22 February 12PM		

13 February 7PM			

$75

Celebrate Valentine’s Day in the Harbour
Dining Room with magnificent views of
Sydney Harbour and feast on a four course
dinner designed by our Executive Chef.

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2300

Bookings are as essential as LOVE! Contact
the Harbour Dining Room and book ahead
to secure your table.

		

$70

Join the Ladies Committee as we welcome
guest speaker Mr Scott Warr. Scott Warr
will present and discuss current issues,
programs of support and an insight into
the future of Legacy.

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

Legacy is an Australian non-profit
organisation established in 1923 by exservicemen. The organisation has the aim
of caring for the dependents of deceased
and injured Australian service men and
women.

WHITE ENSIGN DINNER

26 February 6:30PM FOR A 7PM START

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER

Aaron is an Associate Reimbursement
Analysts at Medtronic Australasia Pty Ltd
with interests across a broad range of
Heath Technology Assessment, for the
reimbursement of drugs and devices in
Australia.

LADIES COMMITTEE LUNCHEON

Contact the Harbour Dining Room and
book ahead to secure your table.

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2300

$65

Join us as Aaron, your fellow RACA
Member, shares his experience in the
health reimbursement of medical devices
in Australia via the Prosthesis List.

$TBC

Celebrate the anniversary of the official
hoisting of the Australian White Ensign
in HMA Ships and Establishments on the
1st March 1967 and to commemorate
more than a century of commitment
of the men, women and materiel of
the Royal Australian Navy to national
security and the pursuit of world peace.

ONLINE BOOKINGS
AVAILABLE VIA THE
RACA MEMBERS
PORTAL!!!

http://members.raca.com.au/

WINE OF THE MONTH
OLD WINERY SAUVIGNON BLANC

The Old Winery Sauvignon Blanc exhibits
a wonderfully fragrant nose of snow peas,
guava and a little passionfruit. With its
classic varietal character, this full flavoured
and refreshing sauvignon blanc delivers
herbal and grassy notes with vibrant, zesty
citrus fruit character.

OLD WINERY CHARDONNAY

A medium bodied wine with aromas of
stone fruit and subtle vanillin oak. The
palate is generously flavoured with white
peach citrus characters and a clean, crisp
finish.

OLD WINERY SHIRAZ

Deep red in colour with a bright purple
rim. A smooth, soft and spicy red wine with
aromas of dark ripe fruit and subtle vanillin
oak. The palate is full of rich shiraz flavours
and is supported by firm tannins which
provide good length and complexity.

OLD WINERY VERDELHO

Fresh and lively with an intense sweet
tropical nose with lifted spice aromas. Rich
tropical fruit and honey flavours fulfil the
palate and are complemented by a crisp
lemony finish.

FOR YOUR DIARY
REGULAR EVENTS

Bridge Club
Every Tuesday
$32pp 10.30am in the Victoria Room
Army Officer’s Lunch
2nd Friday of the Month
Next: Friday 8 January
$65pp 2 course lunch & beverages
12pm in the Members Bar
Fluid Fridays
Last Friday of each month
Next: Friday 29 January
6pm in the Pioneers' Room

OLD WINERY PINOT NOIR

Lots of varietal cherry and strawberry
aromas with complexing forest floor
undertones. A soft but generously
flavoured style with sweet aromas of berries
and mushroom. The palate is long and
concentrated with rich sweet fruit, subtle
savoury oak support and smooth tannins.

OLD WINERY CABERNET SAUVIGNON

The Cabernet Sauvignon has aromas of black
cherries, wild berries and some spice. A full
bodied red with an intense palate of rich,
dark plum and a silky finish.

Just Infantry
Normally 1st Thursday of the Month
Next: Thursday 7 January
12pm Members Bar, 12:30pm
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

JANUARY
8

Jazz Night

20

Women’s Pioneer Society

FEBRUARY

5

Jazz Night
APC Proclamation Day
9
Luncheon
8-13 Lunar New Year Food Week
13

Valentine’s Day Dinner

17

Women’s Pioneer Society

18

Young Members Dinner

22

Ladies Committee

26

White Ensign Dinner

MARCH
5

Jazz Night

17

Women’s Pioneer Society

27

Earth Hour Candlelit Dinner

29

Ladies Committee

