R
A
C
A

N
E
W
S

FEBRUARY 2020

Est. 1903

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER

ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA

MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Dear Members,
The Royal Automobile Club of Australia is more than just a club,
we are a community who stand with our fellow members. The
devastation of the bushfires and the loss of lives of our brave
firefighters has affected every Australian; physically, mentally and
emotionally.
Our reciprocal clubs around the world have also sent their wishes, wanting to let us know that
we are in their thoughts.
What makes us a great nation is how we band together to help our mates. Australians are a
resilient bunch and we will rebuild but in order to do so we all need to lend a helping hand.
RACA will donate all proceeds from the sale of our current stock of merchandise (prices reduced
to encourage sales) and we are very proud to announce that Try Booking, the online portal, will
donate all fees to the NSW RFS. All items can be purchased via credit card by clicking the link
on our website www.raca.com.au/raca-bushfire-support/ and can be collected from the club or if
you have selected them to be delivered via Australia Post we will contact you with the postage
rates. Our stock is limited so please place your order soon.
In addition to this, we will also donate all proceeds from our ‘Welcome Back Dinner’ to the NSW
RFS. Special thanks to our wonderful suppliers for their support.
We will also commit to donating $5 from every full bottle of wine purchased from January to
June 2020.
To our Country and Interstate Members, please stay safe and know that you are not alone.
Sincerely,
Markus Friedler
CEO/Secretary

Royal Automobile Club of Australia Incorporating Imperial Service Club Limited ABN 44 000 016 044
89 Macquarie St, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia T: (02) 8273 2300 F: (02) 8273 2301 raca@raca.com.au www.raca.com.au

CORKS 'N' FORKS
Dear Members - HNY to you all!

Our first Corks ‘n’ Forks event for the year will be a tasting/tour in the seated comfort of the Pioneers
Room on Thursday 27 February at 6pm with the working title ‘An Iberian Jaunt’. Given Iberia includes
for vinous purposes not only Spain and Portugal but their respective territories of the Canary Islands,
Azores, and Madeira, it should be an interesting evening.
The tasting/tour will be hosted by Ian/Ches Cook from Five Way Cellars in Paddington, who’ll also be supplying the 12 or so
wines for tasting. They’ll be served in brackets accompanied by small food portions specially prepared by the Club’s Chef and his
team to complement the wines. Full details of the wines, ports and sherries and the matching menu will be available closer to the
event.
The cost is a bargain $100 per head. To make a booking please contact Steve Wood from the Club’s Events Team on 8273 2320
or at events@raca.com.au.
Please also mark in your diaries the following dates for Corks ‘n’ Forks events. There’ll be others, and we’ll keep you posted.
- Tasting/tours - 27 February, 2 April, 20 August and 8 October.
- Dinners – 22 May (Theme tba), 14 July (Bastille) and 27 November (Henschke).
As indicated, we’re thinking about what other things Corks ‘n’ Forks might do this year. Suggestions so far include weekends
away, a ‘Festa Italiana’ dinner, and a vinous trip to WA’s Margaret River region on the ‘Indian Pacific’. If anyone has any thoughts
or suggestions, then please let us know. Committee members’ names and email addresses are at the foot of this email.
We’d also be very interested to hear from anyone who would like to join the committee. It won’t take much of your time, and if
you’re into food and wine I reckon you’ll enjoy it.
Committee member details are:
Avril Fortuin - avituin1@gmail.com, Brent Halligan - info@legalmigrationservices.com, Roger Butler - LAW@colebutler.com.au,
and myself – mogigi.grj@bigpond.com.
We look forward to seeing you at one or more of the above events.
Thanks and regards
Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

MOTORING

2019 was a successful year for the Motoring Group with an ever growing group of RACA members enjoying the camaraderie
of other motoring enthusiasts. We held the RACA Motoring Tour in Canberra, staying at the Commonwealth Club and visiting
the National Museum and several local wineries and restaurants. In August we held the Annual Dinner, focusing on the
growth of Women in Motorsport with two very experienced drivers: Emily Duggan and Chelsea Angelo. In December, several
of the Motoring Group committee were present to award the RACA Motoring Trophies at the Historic Sports and Racing Car
Association Summer Festival. The year was underpinned by our regular Fluid
Fridays - a chance to have an informal drink or meal with other members.
2020 will see the continuation of our Fluid Fridays (last Friday of each month) as
well as a broader mix of other events. We will have our Annual Motoring Tour in
the Autumn and the Annual Dinner mid Winter time. This year we will return to
inviting other car clubs to visit us to show off their unique vehicles and we also
plan to have some focused events on new technologies as well as club drives to
vineyards and external events.
Our first major event will be the Winston Churchill Trust Exhibition on the 12th
February - an informative talk about the art of traditional coach-building by a
2018 recipient of this prestigious fellowship. Please contact the RACA Events
team for registration. We look forward to seeing RACA members at one of the
evenings or events at the Club.
Stephen Wells (Motoring Group Convenor)
From the Motoring Committee
For any further information please contact Alan Hunt 02 9651 2961 or
motoring@raca.com.au also https://www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

IF THESE WALLS
COULD TALK!

WIN A $50 HOUSE CREDIT

Each month our Members knowledge will be put to the test! The walls
of our club have stood the test of time and house some of the most
beautiful artefacts from history. Simply answer the question below via
email (include your membership number) to marketing@raca.com.au or
pick up an entry form from the club. Correct entries will go in the draw
to win a $50 credit on your house account.

Question:
What is the name of the artist of the painting that
adorns the wall in the Fitness Centre?
________________________________________________________

Bonus Question:

How many flowers appear in the painting?
Include the correct answer to the ‘Bonus Question’ to automatically
receive a voucher for a complimentary glass of
Premium RACA House Wine, Beer or Soft Drink
when dining in the Harbour Dining Room or Member’s Bar.
T&C’s: The winner will be randomly selected from the correct entries and drawn
on the 25th of each month (or nearest business day) and their name published
in the following newsletter. Members must be financial to enter and the $50
credit will be transferred to the Members house account. Bonus question
prize: glass of wine, beer or soft drink valid for 30 days from the date of issue
and available from the Harbour Dining Room or Members Bar only, Limit ONE
VOUCHER per member, not transferable for cash or credit. The Bonus Question
Voucher will be emailed or mailed, depending on your preferred delivery option,
on 25th of each month (or nearest business day).
NSW permit number: LTPS/19/35542

CLUB UPDATES

CONGRATULATIONS to our esteemed member Mr Ronald Goodman a happy recipient of $100 on their
house account, who was drawn from all the entries that correctly answered the main question for the
December/January edition in our 'If these walls could talk' competition. The ISC President memorialised in
the grand sideboard bookcase, located in the Reading Room, is Cdr R.S. Lambton V.D. R.A.N.R.
Thank you to all our members that participated and those who correctly answered the Bonus Question,
Cdr R.S. Lambton V.D. R.A.N.R became President in 1919- enjoy your complimentary beverage voucher!
Take some time out and look around the club. While you're at it, pick up an entry form and complete the
quiz for the next draw. Enter now for the chance to win $50 HOUSE CREDIT!

HENSCHKE WINE DINNER

THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Mrs Stephanie Feeney
Mr Richard Marshall
Mr Matt Jones
Mr Luke Potter
Mr Richard Walsh
Ms Christine Erratt
Mr John Dennis
Mrs Jacqueline Smith

Lt Col John Moore
Mr Jurgen Fengels
Mr James Walker
Mr Mark MacDiarmid
Mr Jonathan Nathan
Mr Ross Anderson
Mr Jeff Mitchell
Mr Craig Tozer

MEMBER EVENTS

We have number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests.
Book early to avoid disappointment.

CHINESE NEW YEAR FOOD WEEK
3-8 February 6PM onwards

		

$70

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY
19 February 12PM

Join us in the Habour Dining
Room as we celebrate Chinese
Lunar New Year with a fourcourse dinner feast available in
the first week of February.

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2300

Contact the Harbour Dining
Room and book ahead to secure
your table.

JAZZ NIGHT

7 February 6PM			

Bookings:
not required

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

24 February 12PM 				

The tradition continues at the
Club, with Jazz Night on the first
Friday of each month. Relax in
the grandeur of the Members
Bar and grab a drink or some of
our themed jazz bites for only
$20.

11 February 12PM			

$70

Guest speaker, Lieutenant
Commander Chris Maxworthy,
will tell us about his discovery
of the 1796 plan developed
by Bustamante to protect
Spain’s sovereign interests in
South America and the Pacific
by attacking Sydney, razing
the colony and carrying the
inhabitants off to South America.

MOTORING EXHIBITION
12 February 7.30PM		

This event is free of charge,
however you must register to
attend.

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER
14 February 7PM 		

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2300

		

$85

Celebrate Valentine’s Day in
the Harbour Dining Room with
magnificent views of Sydney
Harbour and feast on a fourcourse dinner designed by our
Executive Chef.
Bookings are as essential as
LOVE! Contact the Harbour
Dining Room and book ahead to
secure your table.

$65

The Ladies Committee of RACA
invite you to our first event
for 2020 with special guest
speaker Ronni Kahn AO, CEO &
Founder of OzHarvest. Driven
by a determination to find
purpose in her life, the simple
act of rescuing good food and
Bookings:
delivering it to people in need
eventsadmin@raca.com.au or quickly caught on, and in 2004
(02) 8273 2322
OzHarvest was born.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY
18 March 12PM		

Bookings:
Please contact Ann Lisle
on 0407 958 582

			

$35

Join the Women’s Pioneer
Society as we welcome guest
speaker, Cheryl Mongan - Vice
President of the Yass and District
Historical Society. Cheryl is also
the Co-Author of “A decent set
of girls: The Irish Famine
Orphans of the Thomas
Arbuthnot 1849-1850”.

CASINO NIGHT

		

The RACA Motoring Committee
invite you to a unique
opportunity to meet, hear and
chat with: ROBERT SIEMSEN
Coachbuilder of Dubbo
and recipient of WINSTON
CHURCHILL Fellowship.

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

Margaret is the author of Lying
for the Admiralty: Captain
Cook’s Endeavour Voyage. In
her book, she mounts a strong
circumstantial case that Cook
discovered Bass Strait and
actually gazed upon Sydney
Harbour.

LADIES COMMITTEE

		

PROCLAMATION DAY LUNCH

Bookings:
Please contact Ann Lisle
on 0407 958 582

$35

Lying for Admiralty - Guest
speaker: Margaret Cameron-Ash.

20 March 7PM			

$99 or 2 for $150

Join us on Friday 20 March for
what is sure to be an exciting
night filled with fun, laughs,
drinks and live music!

We look forward to seeing you
there!
Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

Bookings are essential.
Dress code: Evening/Business
Attire

LADIES COMMITTEE
30 March 12PM			

		

$65

The RACA Ladies Committee
invite you to join us as we
welcome Mrs Susan Ramage,
award-winning author.
The Urban Escapees is a hardbacked picture book for young
children up to and including
seven (7) years of age. It comes
Bookings:
highly endorsed and is described
eventsadmin@raca.com.au or as “Entertaining, educational,
(02) 8273 2322
thoughtful and fun.”

FOR YOUR DIARY
FEBRUARY
7

Jazz Night

3-8

Chinese New Year Food
Week

11
12
14
19

Proclamation Day Luncheon
Motoring Exhibition
Valentine’s Day Dinner
Women’s Pioneer Society

24

Ladies Committee

27

Corks ‘n’ Forks

28

Fluid Friday’s

MARCH
6

Jazz Night

18

Women’s Pioneer Society

20

Casino Night

27

Fluid Friday’s

30

Ladies Committee

REGULAR EVENTS

APRIL
2

Corks ‘n’ Forks

15

Women’s Pioneer Society

29

Kintsugi Workshop

TBC

Whisky Tasting Night

3

Jazz Night

Bridge Club
Every Tuesday (resuming 4 Feb 2020)
$32pp 10.30am in the Victoria Room
Regular Army Officers
2nd Friday of the Month
$65pp 2 course lunch & beverages
12pm in the Members Bar
Fluid Fridays
Last Friday of each month
Next: Friday 31 January
6pm in the Pioneers' Room
Just Infantry
1st Thursday of the Month
12pm Member's Bar, 12:30pm
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

WINE OF THE MONTH - NUGAN ESTATE

“ANNELISE ” PINOT GRIGIO 2017
Enticing fresh aromas of pear and apple
with citrus and tropical notes. Crisp
and vibrant palate of pear, apple and
grapefuit with mineral accents and a
crisp, clean finish.

ALFREDO SECOND PASS SHIRAZ
2016
Attractive aromas of rhubarb and cherry
entwined with tobacco, dark chocolate,
earth and velvety tannis.

ALFREDO DRIED GRAPE SHIRAZ
2016
Attractive aromas of cherry and
plum with dark chocolate, earth and
herbaceous notes. Warm, rich and
complex palate layered with black
cherry with savoury nuances and
smooth velvety tannis.

LA BRUTTA CABERNET SANGIOVESE
2014
Layers of black & red fruits, bramble,
liquorice, polished leather and dark
chocolate balance with ripe red berry
fruits and plush tannis. Well intergrated
oak with fruit intensity, structure and
balance leading to a long smooth finish.

ZINFADALEL 2017
Fragrant notes of glace cherry, red
currant, perfume and bramble. A full
flavoured wine with foundations of
persistent fine tannins, candied red
fruits, liqueur plum, all spice and a grind
of pepper.

