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In a new initiative, to ensure that you as a valued Member of our Club have more opportunities for direct input to
your Board, I am pleased to announce that the Board has approved these Member-based groups as Board-linked
committees:

December 2021

Est. 1903

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER
ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Arts and Culture, Bridge, Food and Wine, Ladies Committee, Motoring, Snooker, Racing and Sport, and Young
Executives.
The Ladies Committee and Young Executives have previously been known as Committees established under the
Board’s auspices and will now formally be part of a thoroughly invigorated structure for 360 degree feedback.
Your feedback is always welcome and encouraged via: feedback@raca.com.au As your President, I will ensure that all
feedback is reviewed for action as part of the Club’s new committees framework.
Your Board also has reaffirmed the Club’s commitment to COVID-safe practices continuing, in
line with Public Health Orders, for it to be compulsory for all Members, guests, staff, contractors
and suppliers to be double-vaccinated. This will apply for the foreseeable future and, in
accordance with guidelines issued by ClubsNSW, is not subject to any other deadlines.
It is also my clear expectation that the reformed Board Committees -Finance, Governance,
House, Membership & Marketing and Property - will commence their work immediately, on
your behalf, and indeed it is pleasing that revised activity in the areas of the budget from the time
of reopening and archives and conservation management has already commenced with more on
the way.
November was a highly significant month with the commemoration of Remembrance Day. It
was wonderful to have The Ode read in the Members’ Bar on the day itself with the observation
of a minute’s silence, as well as to share with Members a poignant time of reflection at The
Cenotaph in the presence of our Patron, Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC
QC, Governor of New South Wales, and the Honourable the Premier Dominic Perrottet LLB
BCom MP.
Earlier in Remembrance Week it was a special privilege to join with the Australasian Pioneers’
Club in hosting a luncheon with former Army Captain and Intelligence Officer Sarah Watson
who candidly shared on her PTSD struggles and current project work aimed at creating a
national centre for veterans’ wellbeing. I have encouraged her to reach out as this project gathers
momentum to see how best your Club can work more closely with the defence community.
Thanks to our much-loved staff for all their efforts, service and caring for you as valued
Members! You may like to thank staff personally when you see them in the Club and please note
that there is the Staff Christmas Gratuities Fund for financial contributions.
May I extend to all Members blessings for a very happy and safe Christmas festive season.

Yours in Service,

Megan Lavender
Royal Automobile Club of Australia Incorporating Imperial Service Club Limited ABN 44 000 016 044
89 Macquarie St, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia T: (02) 8273 2300 F: (02) 8273 2301 raca@raca.com.au www.raca.com.au

LADIES COMMITTEE

On behalf of the Ladies Committee, I’d like the thank everyone who joined us for our first Ladies Luncheon since the
reopening of the Club. Jordan Roach’s performance provided the perfect start to the festive season, and the Christmas-themed
lunch was absolutely delicious.
We have many more entertaining luncheons planned for the new year, the first of which is kicking off in February. We do hope to
see you all there and welcome you to invite your guests.
Merry Christmas and Happy New year to all our RACA family.
Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith OAM
President of the RACA Ladies Committee.

CORKS 'N' FORKS

Dear Members,

I’m pleased to report our ‘Festa Italiana’ on 19 November was a roaring success, with 39 members and guests enjoying some great
Italian food and matching Italian wines. My favourite combination was the main course of sumac spiced deboned spatchcock,
potato fondant, petit cranberry, walnut, blood orange and fresh herb salad with rosewater vinaigrette matched with Poggerino
Chianti Classico 2019 from Tuscany and Girolamo Russo A Rina Etna Rosso 2019 from Sicily.
However my favourite wine of the night, supported by many others, was the Pietradolce Etna Bianco 2019, a beautiful white wine
again from the slopes of Mt Etna in Sicily, which was lovely when drunk alone and was a perfect match for the entrée of filled
arancini della nonna globes and baked field mushrooms filled with Italian ricotta and crab meat.
Apart from the overall camaraderie, good fun and laughter that come with members and their guests being out and enjoying
themselves, the other highlight was the fun involved in giving away the 2 lucky draw prizes the Club kindly donated. The 2 winners
of the gift packs, which included our latest Corks ‘n’ Forker known simply as ‘RACA-ROO’, were Julie Gillian and Jane Thorpe.
Well that’s all from Corks ‘n Forks this year folks! We’ll be back in 2022 with our calendar of events, which next year will include a
collaborative Champagne Dinner hosted by the Australian Chapter of the Confrerie du Sabre D’or in Champagne.
My thanks to the many of you who attended our events in 2021, to everyone at the Club who helped us put them on, and to my
fellow committee members for all their help throughout what has proven to be an interesting and tricky year.
Have a healthy, safe, relaxing and enjoyable Festive Season!
Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

MOTORING

It was an honour to be selected as this year’s Club Vice President adding that responsibility to my role as the Motoring
Group Convenor. I really feel that 2022 will be a great year now that we are able to hold bigger events after nearly three years - with
2020 and 2021 being a write-off. I look forward to sharing the results of the planning by the Motoring Group Steering Committee.
Our last Fluid Friday of the year will be on the 17th December. All members and their guests are welcome to join us - especially if
you are a new member. It is a great way to connect with others and create some new friendships.
I’d also like to encourage all members to download and use the RACA app on your mobile phone. Details can be found on the
Club’s website and I have created a Motoring group to share content and information. When you register for the app, please make
your profile open by clicking on the cog wheel at the top of the screen, selecting “Preferences” and then set “Show Profile” to on.
This will then add you to the Directory and I can then invite you to the Motoring group!
Finally, I’d like to thank all members for supporting the RACA over the last few years as we dealt with lockdowns, restrictions and
social distancing. We are well prepared for the coming year and I hope to see more members using the facilities available.
Have a great end of year celebration!

Stephen Wells
For the Motoring Club
motoring@raca.com.au | https://www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

The Arts & Culture Group’s Convenor, Ms Marta
Madison, has very generously donated her recent
watercolour painting of the Club’s entrance which
will be reproduced to generate revenue for the RACA
Foundation.
This beautiful image can be ordered from Reception or
via the online shop as an unframed A4 picture, printed on
100% cotton rag museum grade fine art paper, for $30.
Cards are available now, just in time for Christmas, for $5
each or $45 for a pack of 10.

CHRISTMAS GRATUITIES FUND

Proceeds from the sale of these items will be donated to
the RACA Foundation.
As members are aware, the Club does not support a staff
tipping policy. During one of the most difficult years the Club
has faced, due to the continuing impact of COVID, our team
has remained positive and continue to provide the high level of
service our members have become accustomed to.
The Board encourages member support of the Staff Christmas
Gratuities Fund to ensure that all staff receive some monetary
recognition for their efforts in making our visits to the Club as
pleasant as they always are. If you wish to contribute, please
contact the club’s Accounts team on
02 8273 2311 | acctsrec@raca.com.au
The last day to contribute is Friday 17 December 2021.

Book your New Year’s Eve celebrations! Dining and Accommodation packages are now available
reception@raca.com.au | (02) 8273 2300

Please note that due to limited seating capacity and demand, bookings for this event are non-refundable.

New RACA Merchandise Now Available!

Car Badge
$50

Cufflinks
$35

For orders visit the RACA members Portal, RACA
App, see reception or contact the Marketing Team on
marketingco@raca.om.au | (02) 8273 2324

Melbourne Cup Day - 02 November

APC Trafalgar Day Lunch - 26 October

WPS Governor Phillip’s Commemoration - 27 October

THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Mr Victor Aghazarian
Mr Andrew Allan
Mr Douglas Browne
Mr Gregory Close
Reverend Howard Cocks
Mr Chris Crawley
Mr Timothy Eakin
Mr Eric Galbraith
Mr Roger Gordon
Mr Stephen Gow
Mr Andrew Halley
Mr Damien Hill
Mr Glenn Kennedy

Mr Richard Kuo
Mr Scott Lang
Mr Alan Lishman
Mr Peter Mustaca
Mr Edward Renton
Mr Stephen Roberts
Mr Gavin Robertson
Mr Charles Robinson
Mr David Ryan
Mr Ranganath Srimath Tirumala
Dr David Sutherland
Ms Zoe Young
Mr Barrie Young

MEMBER EVENTS

We have a number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests.
Book early to avoid disappointment.

JAZZ NIGHT

NEW YEAR’S EVE

3 December 6PM

The tradition continues at the
Club, with Jazz Night on the
first Friday of each month.
Join us and grab some of our
themed jazz bites for only $25.
Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Christmas Food Week

13 - 24 December					
$55 - $65
Join us for lunch or dinner in the
Harbour Dining Room during
the lead up to Christmas with a
wonderful menu sure to get you
in the festive spirit!

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Reserve your table now for
either lunch or dinner.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY

15 December 12PM					$45

31 December 6:30PM				
$65 - $225
Bring along family and friends
as we revel the spectacular
view of the fireworks across
Sydney Harbour at midnight.
Experience the ultimate dining
experience with a delicious 6
Course Menu and Beverages.
Please note that due to limited
Bookings:
seating capacity and demand,
events@raca.com.au or
bookings for this event are
(02) 8273 2320
non-refundable.

LATIN-AMERICAN NIGHT
14 January 6PM

Experience the traditional
sounds and exhilarating
rhythms of live Latin-American
Music.
Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Bookings:
Please contact Mrs. Joy Dean
on 0417 217 963

CLASSICAL NIGHT
17 December 6PM

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Join us in the Members Bar on
the third Friday of each month
at the Club and be entertained
with live Classical music!
December’s highlighted
composer is Beethoven. Enjoy
‘Classical Bites’ for $25, designed
to pay tribute to the composer’s
country of origin, and why not
indulge in a signature cocktail
for $10.

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH

25 December 12PM				
$89 - $145
Join us as we celebrate
Christmas Day in the Harbour
Dining Room. Enjoy a delicious
meal with all the trimmings
prepared by the Executive Chef
and his team.
Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

Please note that due to limited
seating capacity and demand,
bookings for this event are
non-refundable.

Enjoy ‘Latin-American Bites’ and
indulge in a signature cocktail.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY

19 January 12PM						$80
The Women’s Pioneer Society
invite you to an Australia Day
Celebration with guest Speaker,
Beverly Earnshaw OAM.

The Women’s Pioneer Society
invite you to the WPS Christmas
Party and Trading Table.
Guest Speaker: Ambre
Hammond- Australian classical
pianist and composer. Come
and listen to her fascinating life
story.

Join us on the second Friday of
the month in the Members Bar
for a new tradition.

Beverly specialises in convict
history, church history, local
history and popular history.
Bookings:
Please contact Mrs. Joy Dean
on 0417 217 963

CHINESE NEW YEAR FOOD WEEK

31 January - 5 February 12PM
Celebrate the year of the tiger
and welcome the Lunar new
year with Chinese New Year
Food Week.

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Discover and experience the
traditional dishes and drinks
that are part of China’s most
important holiday

WINE OF THE MONTH

FOR YOUR DIARY

REGULAR EVENTS

Bridge Club
Every Tuesday
$35pp 10.30am in the Harbour
Dining Room

Old Winery - Sauvignon Blanc
The Old Winery Sauvignon Blanc
exhibits a wonderfully fragrant nose
of snow peas, guava and a little
passionfruit. With its classic varietal
character, this full flavoured and
refreshing sauvignon blanc delivers
herbal and grassy notes with
vibrant, zesty citrus fruit character.
6 Bottles - $72.00

Old Winery - Shiraz
Deep red in colour with a bright
purple rim. A smooth, soft and spicy
red wine with aromas of dark ripe
fruit and subtle vanillin oak. The
palate is full of rich shiraz flavours
and is supported by firm tannins
which provide good length and
complexity.
6 Bottles - $72.00

Old Winery - Pinot Noir
Lots of varietal cherry and
strawberry aromas with complexing
forest floor undertones. A soft
but generously flavoured style
with sweet aromas of berries and
mushroom. The palate is long and
concentrated with rich
sweet fruit, subtle savoury oak
support and smooth tannins.
6 Bottles - $72.00

Old Winery - Verdelho
Fresh and lively with an intense
sweet tropical nose with lifted
spice aromas. Rich tropical fruit
and honey flavours fulfil the palate
and are complemented by a crisp
lemony finish.
6 Bottles - $72.00

Army Officers’ Lunch
2nd Friday of the Month
Next: Friday 10 December
$70pp 2 course lunch &
beverages
12pm in the Pioneers’ Room
Fluid Fridays
Last Friday of each month
Next: Friday 17 December
6pm in the Pioneers' Room
Just Infantry
Normally 1st Thursday of
the Month Next: Thursday 2
December
12pm Members Bar, 12:30pm
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

DECEMBER

3

13
15
17
17
25

Old Winery - Chardonnay
A medium bodied wine with
aromas of stone fruit and
subtle vanillin oak. The palate is
generously flavoured with white
peach citrus characters and a clean,
crisp finish.
6 Bottles - $72.00

Old Winery - Cabernet Sauvignon
The Cabernet Sauvignon has
aromas of black cherries, wild
berries and some spice. A full
bodied red with an intense palate of
rich, dark plum and a silky finish.
6 Bottles - $72.00

New Year’s Eve Road Closures

Phillip Street
7pm 31 December to 4am 1 January
Albert Street
4pm 31 December to 4am 1 January
Macquarie Street
4pm 31 December to 4am 1 January

Garage
- Closed to cars from 2pm
- Closed to pedestrians from 4pm
See our website for further information www.raca.com.au

31

Jazz Night
Christmas Food Week
Women’s Pioneer Society
Classical Night
Fluid Friday
Christmas Day Lunch
New Year’s Eve Dinner

JANUARY

7

Jazz Night

19

Women’s Pioneer Society

14
21
28

Latin-American Night
Classical Night
Fluid Friday

31 - 5 Chinese New Year Food Week

FEBRUARY

4
8

11
14

Jazz Night
APC Proclamation Day
Latin-American Night
Valentine’s Day Dinner

16

Women’s Pioneer Society

18

Classical Night

25

Fluid Friday

28

Ladies Committee

17

Young Executives Night

24

Corks ‘n’ Forks

25

White Ensign Dinner

