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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Thank you to all members who have supported our Club so strongly over the last twelve months. Your 
support is reflected in the 2022 financial results, posted on the Noticeboard, as well as the website, with 
a significantly better than budget outcome achieved. 

Our Treasurer, Peter Reed, reports that our Operating Surplus/(Deficit), based on the Profit and 
Loss before depreciation or EBITDA (pre-audit), for the 2022 Financial Year was negative $34,284. 
This is $302,675 ahead of the budget and $40,229 better than the pre-COVID 2019 Financial Year. 
The turnaround in the figures, the Treasurer has provided, shows that it is through your actions – as 
members – that better results can and are being delivered. The Board has also thanked Management 
for their work in this especially considering that for four of the twelve months in the year your Club was 
subject to lockdown of full operations followed by ongoing restrictions.  As promised, you can view the 
results, which are for the period ending 30 June 2022 via the following link: 
https://members.raca.com.au/group/pages/financial-reports

As a consequence of the further investigation and review of the needs to serve members and guests, 
on all dining levels, the Board has determined to improve the use of both the Level 4 and Level 7 
kitchens first utilising the $52,000 from the Foundation. At the same time the Board has noted that the 
works to the Level 3 kitchen will form part of a larger renovation and upgrade project for the Members’ 
Bar. To this extent the Board is seeking your help in obtaining any photographs of the Members’ Bar 
which show the “long bar” that occupied the space in front of the current bar running lengthways. 
Please email reception@raca.com.au if you can help. 

Your ongoing and consistent support, especially of events and your patronage of the Club, is the very 
essence of what makes our Club great. Thank you so much to all those who continue to bring family, 
friends, colleagues and neighbours to the Club. If you would like to introduce anyone to membership 
you could suggest trying a seven-day membership with the details easy to complete by clicking here 
https://www.raca.com.au/membership/apply-for-membership/seven-day-membership-application-
form/

To provide initial encouragement you can share the What’s On events page of the RACA website: 
https://www.raca.com.au/our-events/

Note that as a valued member you can also access these details personally via the 
RACA APP 

Additionally, with travel borders continuing to re-open, you can share details of the 
reciprocal Clubs that you have access to around Australia and across the world. The 
list can be found here https://www.raca.com.au/membership/reciprocal-club/ and I am 
most pleased to advise that a new Club, being Missouri Athletic Club, will be added to this list having 
recently been approved by the Board with several other new Clubs currently under review. 

As always, your feedback on these, as well as any matter is welcomed. Our new CEO is doing a sterling 
job of passing on correspondence that remained unseen by the Board previously so please be assured 
that follow-up is occurring with outcomes being monitored. Thank you for your patience in receiving 
a reply and resolution to any matters that you have raised or drawn to attention.  May I also take 
this opportunity to commend CEO, Daid Fischer, and COO Doug Grand, for their work in building a 
refreshed RACA staff team. These changes have necessitated some interim, transitory arrangements, 
and I thank all members for your assistance and support over that period. There is now a new staff 
system in place that is currently and will serve the Club well in this financial year and beyond. 

Your Board is also aware of the need to proactively seek feedback and connect with members’ and I am 
delighted to advise that the Board has endorsed my recommendation to take the Board ‘on the road’ in 
2022. This will require your formal approval, at the Annual General Meeting, and as such will thus need 
to practically happen after that time. 

RACA APP



ARTS & CULTURE
Our “Artist’s in Conversation Series” continues the second Wednesday of every month. 
Alongside this an changing monthly exhibition of art is displayed in the Club and 
available for purchase.

To date we have focused on portraiture, as portraits often capture not just an image 
but the essence of a person & their journey.

First in the series the work of FILIPPA BUTTITTA (Ian White’s late wife) who died this 
year from a brain tumour in her early 50s. 

In a personal journey, Ian White spoke of the massive loss to her family and the art community just as a Archibald prize finalist 
Philippa’s work was gaining wider appreciation. It was while painting a portrait of her friend Tony Costa she had been diagnosed 
with a grade 4 glioblastoma brain tumour. In painting “My friend at the pinnacle of his art career, I was commencing the decline 
of my own”.

Second in the series, in July, was GUY MORGAN in conversation around his portrait series “After Retinal Detachment” exploring 
how an eye injury in 2011 changed his perspective on painting. In 2013 GUY first-entered the Archibald Prize to demonstrate his 
permanently distorted vision after suffering a major retinal detachment.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3...

MOTORING
There is plenty of motoring action ahead in our magnificent motoring club!

Our next Quarterly Motoring Quiz will be held on 24 August in the ISC Room. Join us first in the Members’ Bar at 6:00pm for 
dinner, then upstairs to exercise those grey cells! The Australian Motor Heritage Foundation are the team to beat this year. The 
Quiz covers all aspects of motoring and motor racing. Create a team of three and join us for the challenge. RSVP to Stephen 
Wells at eventsadmin@raca.com.au or 8272 2322 to get on the starting grid!

Our Annual Motoring Tour has been planned for Friday 16th September till Monday 19th September, staying at Jenolan Caves 
House.  A program of activities running from Jenolan Caves to surrounding areas will be organised, and we are planning to arrive 
in convoys and make a suitable entrance through the Grand Arch! This event is an RACA tradition and a signature event for the 
year so please join us. For further details or to register, contact Victor Nash at tovictornash@gmail.com.

Plus, take a few moments to enjoy the new Ducati XDiavel Nera 1,200 cc, 160 hp motorbike in the Members’ Bar, this modern 
superbike is on loan from Club Member Greg Starr and is a contemporary reminder of the enthusiasm and excitement of the 
origins of our motoring club. 

There are still places available for the Sir Henry Royce Foundation Dinner on 13 August in the Victoria Room.  This is being 
organised by our friends at the Rolls Royce Owners Club however our members are very welcome, and they are great supporters 
of our Club. Contact Brian Crump at spitz@bigpond.net.au to attend.

Keep your eyes peeled for more information on our next Fluid Friday, coming soon!

Best in motoring, 

Ian White
Motoring Committee Chairman.

In this same vein the Board will be proceeding with a workshop with urban environment solutions group Hatch Roberts Day. 
It is expected, with in principle approval granted, that the direct outcome of this workshop will be to: have a comprehensive 
review of the Clubhouse building, conduct economic modelling on building opportunities, ensure consideration of all Council 
requirements, provide a wholistic perspective for the first time and decisively – with your input and integrally your support – 
make a definitive determination on the plan for the current Clubhouse which will enshrine its place, at 89 Macquarie Street, for 
another 120 years. 

See you in August for awesome stories associated with the Wreck of the Dunbar, amazing blends with Corks ‘n’ Forks, asininity 
of Nelson’s Folly with the Ladies Committee, art, artisans of writing including with the Women’s Pioneer Society and history plus 
an abundance of additions! 

Yours in Service,



CORKS 'N' FORKS

Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

Dear Members, 

I begin this month’s article with details of our very successful Bastille Dinner on 14 
July. It had everything – a wonderful five course French themed menu, excellent 
matching French wines, and some live French themed music from Club member 
Nadia Piave and her accordionist and guitarist – all of which was much enjoyed by 
the 50 members and guests attending. There was even some dancing! 

Ian Cook from Five Way Cellars supplied the wines and discussed his selections as 
the Dinner progressed. Of particular interest at our table was the entrée of quail 
and vegetable terrine matched with a 2020 Petit Chablis (Chardonnay) and a 2020 Saumur Blanc (Chenin Blanc). The crepe 
suzette for dessert and matching sauternes wasn’t half bad either! 

Chef Dominique Descat came down toward the end of the Dinner and spoke passionately about the significance of Bastille 
Day in his native France and the menu he crafted. He also proudly answered the many questions asked of him. 

Also worthy of mention was the excellent service from the Staff led by Michael Lopez, the Club’s newly appointed Food and 
Beverage Manager. 

Tasting/Tour – 18 August – ‘A Bevy of Blends’ 

Our next event will be a tasting/tour on 18 August titled ‘A Bevy of Blends’, when we’ll be comparing red and white wines 
produced from a blend of one or more different grape varieties, and comparing them with wines made with the same grape 
variety but from either a single vineyard or two or more vineyards. 

The intent of blending is to ensure the finished wine will be better than the sum of its parts. The intent of our tasting/tour will 
be for Corks ‘n’ Forkers to test that theory over a range of 12 or so carefully chosen red and white wines. 

For those who’ve not been before, our tasting/tours are relaxed, informal and educative evenings designed to appeal to those 
members and their guests seeking an introduction to the wonderful world of wine or to expand their existing knowledge. The 
wines are served in several flights, accompanied by small but ample food courses chosen by Chef to match the wines. 

Our tasting tours are always popular, so I suggest you book early. The all-inclusive price is $120 per head. Bookings can be 
made on line, with the RACA app, or by contacting Gayu Mudaliar at the Club on 8273 2322 or eventsadmin@raca.com.au. 

I look forward to ‘blending’ with you on 18 August.

In a personal journey, Ian White spoke of the massive loss to her family and the art community just as a Archibald Prize 
finalist Philippa’s work was gaining wider appreciation. It was while painting a portrait of her friend Tony Costa, she had 
been diagnosed with a Grade 4 glioblastoma brain tumour. In painting “My friend, at the pinnacle of his art career, I was 
commencing the decline of my own”.

Second in the series, in July, was Guy MORGAN in conversation around his portrait series “After Retinal Detachment” exploring 
how an eye injury in 2011 changed his perspective on painting. In 2013 GUY first-entered the Archibald Prize to demonstrate his 
permanently distorted vision after suffering a major retinal detachment. 

Guy generously donated to RACA a signed copy of his book “The Empire Sells Out “ tied to 48 illustrations touching disability, 
social inequality, and ageism in a way Guy says hopefully: “will make you laugh preferably out loud at the ridiculousness of life”. 

August 10 we will showcase the work of SALLY RYAN in conversation speaking to her work “Unveiling at St Mary’s Cathedral”. 
Sally works in oils graphite and charcoal and has exhibited in major competitions including the Archibald, Doug Moran, Portia 
Grace, and Lester Prizes. She has been awarded signature status for consistent excellence in portraiture by the Portrait Society 
of America.

Sally has generously offered to conduct art classes, if sufficient members are interested.

Keep September 14 free for “Martini memoirs” reflections on the life of former RACA Member Frank Moorhouse.

BOOKINGS  
eventsadmin@raca.com.au or 02 8273 2322

For further information or suggestions contact: Justin HUTCHINSON  
Convenor RACA Arts & Culture Group.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2...



 
THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS

Dr Stephen Bartrop
Mr Andrew Alexander

Mr Darby To
Mr Anthony Rose
Mr Gregory Hatter
Mr Jeffrey Dawson
Mr Gregory Breen
Mr John Harrower

Dr Helen Black
Lt Col Paul Simadas
Mr John Studdert

Mrs Chantal Horne

Mr Matthew Felvus
                                     Mr Gurpreet Rangi 

Professor Andrew Parfitt
Mr Hiroto Fukashiro
Mr Gregory Komitas
Mrs Jacinta Sureka

RACING AND SPORTS

Mr Steven Thomson 
For The Snooker Committee

SNOOKER TOURNAMENT

We recently hosted the Tattersall’s snooker team, led by Club Captain John 
Threlfo, in a wonderful night of snooker and camaraderie competing for the 
Eddie Crane Shield, with his son Robbie attending to present the trophy. The 
Interclub Competition is continuing through until December and we will have 
more news soon about the Club singles and doubles handicap tournament.  
We have free coaching available for Members and guests, so please email 
eventsadmin@raca.com.au for one of our snooker committee members to be 
back in touch with you.

 
Mr Stuart Cumming 

Mr Chris Gatford
Dr Nigel Finch

Mr Tsz Kai Tsang

AND WELCOME BACK

SNOOKER COMMITTEE

Mr Steven Thomson 
For The Racing & Sports Group

SPRING RACING
Spring is just around the corner and for racing fans this means the Spring Racing 
Carnival featuring the $15m Everest, the richest race on turf, and the new $2m 
Big Dance. Our next RACA Racing day will be on Saturday, 17 September at Royal 
Randwick including the Group 1 George Main Stakes. The Club will host the 
traditional Melbourne Cup lunch on Tuesday, 1 November including a fun new 
Cup quiz, so dust off your finery ready for fashion frolics!

GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP 
Entries are now open for the Club’s golf championship to be held at our reciprocal 
Club, Cromer Golf Club, in late September.  Please contact me, including via 
eventsadmin@raca.com.au to express your interest.

Established in 1968, the Ladies Committee serves an historically important function in 
the operation of the Club and welcomes members to meet with them during lunch for 
discussion and exchange of ideas. 

All members are welcome, both male and female, and their partners and guests. Each 
event features a guest speaker and/or entertainment. 

The next event will be held on the 29th August, with Oliver Greeves speaking on 
Nelson’s Folly and we hope to see you there. 

For more information please contact the Club (02) 8273 2322 or  
eventsadmin@raca.com.au



MEMBER EVENTS
We have a number of fantastic upcoming events for members and our guests. 
Book early to avoid disappointment.

Bookings: 
eventsadmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 23 

A BEVY OF BLENDS
18 August, 7pm      $120

Our next event will be a tasting/
tour on 18 August titled ‘A Bevy of 
Blends’, when we’ll be comparing 
red and white wines produced 
from a blend of one or more 
different grape varieties, and 
comparing them with wines made 
with the same grape variety but 
from either a single vineyard or two 
or more vineyards. 

Bookings: 
eventsadmin@raca.com.au or 
(02) 8273 2322

MOTORING QUIZ NIGHT 
24 August, 6pm      

The Australian Motor Heritage 
Foundation are the team to beat 
this year! The Quiz covers all 
aspects of motoring and motor 
racing.

Create a team of three and join us 
for the next Quarterly challenge.

Bookings: 
EventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

DUNBAR LUNCHEON 
23 August, 12pm      $75

Join us for a thrilling luncheon with 
Guest Speaker, Meg Keneally the 
author of The Wreck (2020) and 
Fled (2019). 

Of the 122 souls aboard Dunbar 
when she was wrecked at South 
Head on August 20, 1857, only one 
survived – but it wasn’t the last 
time James Johnson would have to 
deal with a shipwreck. 

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

LATIN-AMERICAN TANGO NIGHT 
12 August, 6pm

Join us on the second Friday of
the month in the Members’ Bar
for TangoConca with Karina and
Fabian.
Experience the exhilarating
rhythms of live accordion music
Latin American style plus Tango
dancing with TangoConca live
on the dance floor which will be
a wooden floor to enhance the
action.

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

JAZZ NIGHT
5 August, 6pm                

The tradition continues at the Club, 
with Jazz Night on the first Friday 
of each month. Join us for Jazz 
Night and grab a drink or some of 
our themed jazz bites for only $25. 

Bookings: 
eventsadmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

ARTISTS’ IN CONVERSATION SERIES
10 August, 6:30pm for 7pm    $55

Join the Arts & Culture group for 
their Artists’ in conversation series 
as they welcome Sally Ryan. An 
Australian painter and portrait 
artist.

As part of the “Artist’s in 
Conversation Series” Sally will 
speak to a number of her works 
which will be displayed & for sale at 
RACA for 1 month.

Bookings: 
eventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

FLUID FRIDAY
26 August, 6pm    $45 (excluding drinks)

All members are invited to join 
the RACA Motoring Committee 
at their next Fluid Friday. 

More information on the 
next guest speaker will be 
announced shortly on the 
RACA websites events page.
 

Bookings: 
eventsAdmin@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2322 

LADIES COMMITTEE LUNCHEON 
29 August, 12pm      $65

Join the Ladies Committee as 
they welcome Oliver Greeves as 
he discusses his novel Nelson’s 
Folly.

His second novel will just be 
completed in time for this 
compelling event; Nelson’s Lost 
Son.

Bookings: 
Joy Dean on 0417 217 963

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY 
17 August, 11:30am for 12pm    $45

Dr. Susan Steggall completed a 
Bachelor and a Master’s Degree in 
Art History & Theory, and a PhD in 
Creative Writing. Now an author 
and art historian she has written 
Alpine Beach: A family adventure, a 
memoir, A most generous scholar: 
Joan Kerr, a biography and novels, 
Forget me not, Tis the doing not 
the deed and The Heritage You 
Leave Behind.

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

CLASSICAL NIGHT
19 August, 6pm

Join us on the third Friday of the 
month and be entertained with live 
Classical music!

Enjoy themed classical bites. 

Following Classical Night: 
16 September..



WINE OF THE MONTH FOR YOUR DIARY

Bridge Club: Every Tuesday 
$35pp 10:30 am in the Harbour Dining 
Room. 
Next: Tuesday 9 August.

Army Officers’ Lunch: 2nd Friday 
of the Month 
Next: Friday 12 August 
$70pp 2 course lunch & beverages 
12 pm in the ISC Room

Fluid Fridays: Last Friday of each 
month 
Next: Friday 26 August 
6pm in the Pioneers' Room

Just Infantry: Normally 1st Thursday 
of the Month Next: Thursday 4 
August, 12pm Members Bar, 12:30 pm, 
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

REGULAR EVENTS

5 Jazz Night
10 Arts & Culture Dinner
12 Latin-American Tango Night
17 Women’s Pioneer Society
18 Corks ‘n’ Forks Tasting Tour
19 Classical Night
19 NGRA Luncheon
23 Dunbar Luncheon
24 Motoring Quiz Night
29 Ladies Committee Luncheon

6 Corks ‘n’ Forks Tasting Tour
7 Jazz Night
12 Arts & Culture Dinner
18 Trafalgar Lunch
20 AGM
21 Classical Night
25 Annual Motoring Dinner

OCTOBER

2 Jazz Night
8 History Dinner
9 Latin-American Night
12 ISC Defence Cocktail Event
14 Arts & Culture Dinner
16 Classical Night
16-19 Annual Motoring Tour
17 Spring Rac Day
21 Women’s Pioneer Society
26 Ladies Committee Luncheon

SEPTEMBER

AUGUST

Palate: Light and fresh on the palate, displaying 
crisp flavours of apple skins and melon. Finishing 
pleasingly dry with just a subtle hint of minerality. 

Summary: Pinot Grigio made for immediate 
enjoyment, fresh, crisp and fruity. Try with fish 
curry or Pad Thai.

Palate: Juicy red and dark fruits upfront. 
Dominated by red and black cherries, but 
raspberry in the mix too. The finish is a perfect 
harmony of fruits. 
 
Summary: Sangiovese is perfect for grilled veal, 
pork or lamb and is fantastic with your favourite 
pizza or pasta dish too - anything “Italianesque” 
in fact! Cellaring for a few years is not a problem 
either – 3-5 years will not hurt it one bit.

Palate: Fresh guava, strawberries, raspberries 
and a slightly creamy texture. The fantastic acid 
profile of Sangiovese provides brightness, with a 
chalky textural finish. 

Summary: A delicious dry style Rosé, drink now 
before it’s gone!

2021 ‘LUCCIO’ SANGIOVESE ROSÉ

2021 ‘LUCCIO’ PINOT GRIGIO

2021 ‘LUCCIO’ SANGIOVESE

Donations can be made to support your Club via the 
RACA Foundation. Your contributions will ensure that the 
Clubhouse at 89 Macquarie Street in Sydney retains its 
heritage and is maintained to a level expected not only by the 
membership but also by the community as a whole. 

Why not consider making a regular, ongoing contribution? 

We thank all Members that have already generously  
donated to the Foundation and indeed continue to support 
upgrades to Club facilities.

Scan the QR code to Donate now, or for more 
information, please contact the Club on (02) 8273 
2300 or accountant@raca.com.au

JUST INFANTRY
Who are they, so debonair, 
Those suave sophisticates sitting there.
What fun, what joy, so nice to see
Those diners called - Just Infantry. 

Mr Michael Shave


