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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Members,

On behalf of all of us at your Club we trust that all members are all keeping well
and staying safe in these unpredictable times.
They are difficult times, as they have been for the two years, but your team has
risen to the occasion and there is no reason not to remain confident that all
future challenges will again be met with the same competence, positivity and
enthusiastic commitment.

Our primary focus as part of our strategic management of our Club in lockdown, is to preserve the
well-being, both financial and generally, of our loyal and competent employees who in normal times
provide such good and committed service to us all, and ensure that they are all here to greet members
on their return to our Club.
You will may have observed the end of financial year 2021 results on the website which can be
summarised as follows:
Revenue
Expenses
Surplus/Deficit

30 June 2021
$4.505m
$4.363m
$142,027

Budget

$4,596m
$4.919m
($322,365)

30 June 2020
$4.645m
$5.008m
($362,504)

These results, before depreciation, are testimony not only to all member loyalty but the controls,
processes and services which are provided daily by such a good team of employees, and astute
recruitment by our CEO, Markus Friedler.
The result is an improvement of FY2020 of $504,530. The stimulus of $725,750 assisted the Club but
those funds enabled our Club, like many other businesses, in lockdown to “keep” employees rather
than stand them down without pay or terminate them and re-employ again on re-opening after
lockdown. Today’s soft option is tomorrow’s long journey.
It is our duty to ensure to preserve our employee team, and upon return to normal trading, that
members again receive the benefit of our tried and true team of employees, employees who have
graciously agreed to take annual and other leave which leave is an accrual which offsets the cost of
labour to your Club. That leave does not have elastic sides and some employees will and have availed
themselves of JobSaver, which will go only part way to replacing full salary.
The Board is committed to ensure that our valued employees are not out of pocket, mindful of their
need to fund their livelihoods in these difficult times. We will assess needs on a weekly basis to strike an
appropriate balance. In addition to Club funding, some members have generously offered to allocate
some of their minimum spend should there be any need to offset employee hardship, an indication of
our Club spirit and compassion.
Management have applied for the NSW Government one off payment of $15,000, since our Club
complies with all prerequisites. They will continue to do so.
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Sydney City Council has now approved retrospective drawdown of heritage floor space (subject to conservation management
plan and development application up to $2 million), and thereafter staged conservation works within our heritage building. The
effect is funding of Albert Street to discharge a works order soon to be served on the Club, with the balance available to carry out
conservation works and make staged claims on those funds as the building is preserved.
As the saying goes when the going gets tough the tough get going. Your team continues to move forward with positivity and a
firm resolve to improve our building, retain and nurture our efficient and loyal team and we all look forward to opening our doors
to our loyal and valued members of all ages and categories, continue to listen and learn and improve the quality of service.
Please all stay well, and safe. The closure will pass and the usual good times and conviviality within our four walls will resume,
hopefully not in the too distant future.
Best regards
Michael Callanan
President

LADIES COMMITTEE
On behalf of the Ladies Committee, we wish to extend our thoughts to all during this trying time.
We sincerely look forward to the re-opening of the club and being once again reunited with the members and our friends at the
next Luncheon. We want all our RACA Family to know that we are thinking of them and send support to the Board and the Staff
through these difficult times.
Please stay safe, happy and healthy and we look forward to seeing you all again soon.
Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith OAM
President of the RACA Ladies Committee.

MOTORING

I hope all members are staying well during the Club’s closure.
We managed to get in a Fluid Friday before the current stay-at-home orders
came in to effect and was well attended with members wanting a catchup
before being “confined to barracks”. Sadly as the State Government extended
the restrictions we couldn’t hold the July event. I have also delayed a couple
of other events until we know for sure when we can gather in reasonable
numbers. I have heard that other events organised by Shannons and others
have also been cancelled for August already.
Whilst you are at home, it is a good time to listen to the RACA Motoring
Podcasts - we have three very interesting member conversations to listen to
and the library will grow this year as we record more. Go to the Members
Portal where you will find them along with Motor Torque presented by David
Berthon, a highly respected motoring journalist. There is plenty of great
content to while away the time!
One benefit that we have from our membership is access to the NRMA when we have an issue with a vehicle away from home.
For the first time in many years, I needed to use this service as I had a flat battery on one of my cars when out recently. The
technician arrived within 15 minutes and jump-started the car and I was able to drive home to put it on a charger for the night.
The issue was an ageing battery and a forgetful driver (me), however this Club benefit was certainly needed and appreciated.
I look forward to seeing our members when the Club is allowed to open again!
For any further information please contact Stephen Wells via
motoring@raca.com.au or https://www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

CORKS 'N' FORKS

		Dear Members

Editorial deadlines require me to submit this Corks ‘n’ Forks article for the Club’s newsletter around 20 July. So here I am at my
desk wondering what to say, given no one presently knows with any certainty when the Club will reopen and under what, if any,
restrictions.
RACA Corks ‘n’ Forkers are by nature a convivial, optimistic lot whose wine glasses are always half full - not half empty. So with that
in mind here’s some information about what we will hopefully be doing between now and the end of the year.
The first cab off the rank will be a French-inspired feast/dinner to replace our cancelled Bastille Dinner, for which we’ll need to
come up with a theme. With this in mind, I sometimes wonder what Australian cuisine would now be had the French been the
first colonists rather than the English, so maybe we can use this as a theme and ask Chef and his team to craft a menu. Your
suggestions and/or comments would be most appreciated.
Our pre-lockdown schedule for the remainder of the year includes a tasting/tours on the 7 October, and our Henschke Dinner on
19 November. We’ll see how we go.
For the tasting/tour on 7 October, the plan was and remains to make it a ‘Bring a Bottle’ night, something we did for the first time
back in August 2018. The way it works is that intending attendees notify us beforehand of the wine they intend to bring so that we
can finalise the night’s wine list, classify and bracket the wines, determine their order of service, and arrange a menu with Chef to
match the wines.
As for our annual Black Tie Henschke Dinner planned for 19 November, you’ll recall that last year we did things a little differently by
complementing the Henschke wines with some comparable wines from Best’s in Great Western Victoria.
It worked a treat, and we’ll likely do something similar this year, but have yet to finalise the details. Again, your suggestions and/or
comments would be most appreciated.
Finally, something to think about during lockdown – a quote from Louis Pasteur: “Wine can be considered with good reason as the
most healthful and hygienic of all beverages.”
Graeme Jones
Now, who could argue with that?			
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

MORE THAN JUST A CLUB

Memories are made here. The RACA team take great joy in making sure our Members
feel comfortable in their Club, whether it is just having a cup of coffee or something
really special, we want every visit to be memorable. Each month we will share stories
from our Members regarding their special experiences at the Club. If you would like your
story told please contact us on marketing@raca.com.au

December, 2018. A pall of stormcloud darkened the skies, and my thoughts. The rain
played its torturous melody on the windows. The Bureau of Meteorology forecast was
clear: Sydney harbour to remain wreathed in showers and storms for days.
“Don’t you worry, Mr Perdriau,” said Yvonne. “The weather tomorrow will be just perfect.”
She was right. Against all expectation, the next day dawned clear and cloudless – so
beside a glittering ocean on one of Sydney’s majestic coastal shelves, just as planned... I got down on one knee and proposed to
my girlfriend Penelope.
Back at the club, Shibli had champagne waiting for us on ice. ‘Hello Simon and Penny,’ he beamed, ‘congratulations on your
engagement!” The Harbour Room was the perfect setting to celebrate with our close friends who had helped with the proposal
– and to break the happy news to our families the next day. We were also pleased to share this moment with our many friends
amongst the fellow Club members dining there that day. When it came time to choose a venue for our wedding reception, the
choice was obvious – the Macquarie Room. Having shared so many significant memories at the Club, it was fitting we celebrate
our marriage there!
It is one thing to have such a spectacular venue to celebrate life’s most important moments. But to have those events organised
and run by people who know you, have shared the journey, and can celebrate it with you – that is a more precious and even
rarer joy. To me, it is what makes the Royal Automobile Club such a special and unique place. In a world that is increasingly
transactional, the Club offers service that is deeply personal. To a world increasingly separated, the Club is more than just a place
to meet – it is a community, with whom we can share our most significant moments. The recent separations enforced by Covid
and lockdowns has only reminded us how much we all yearn to be part of a gathering like that.
Simon & Penny

APC History Lunch- Discovery and Management of the M24 Japanese Midget Submarine

There is one RACA Member that can travel the Globe without quarantining…RACA-Roo! We
know you’ve all been missing your trips to our beautiful Reciprocal Clubs around the world, so
we sent RACA-Roo off on a special mission…’To put a smile on the faces of our Members’
RACA-Roo reached The Wellington Club but I am afraid to inform you that he has been
mucking up! He has been under strict supervision by the lovely Chloe Winter who has sent us
the following update:

RACA-Roo was very cheeky – I caught him bouncing on one of our accommodation room
beds! However, he did sign in and sanitised his paws, so he is forgiven! He enjoyed some
delicious truffles while he was here and loved admiring some of the beautiful NZ artwork we
have on our walls. He also tried on a Club sunhat for size, but unfortunately it didn’t fit and the weather wasn’t really right for
it (I think he was a little disappointed about this). But he got to play snooker in our Billiard Room which I think he enjoyed very
much. He was also very interested in attending all our Club events that he read about in our latest Club News magazine. Lastly,
I’m not sure how he went on chess, but he got to slide down our balustrade so I think he was happy in the end!
Kia ora to our friends at The Wellington Club for extending such wonderful hospitality to our RACA-Roo. We can’t wait to visit
you again!
RACA-Roo will be crossing back over the Tasman to visit another Club so stay tuned for more ‘Adventures of RACA-Roo!’ Let’s
hope he behaves himself this time…

THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS
Mrs Marie Turner
LCDR Dale Axford
Mr Marc Love
Mr Angus Wilson
Mr David Finn
Ms Rosemary Wilkinson
Mr Gregory Huxley
Dr Toby Greenacre
Ms Helen Greenacre
Mr Stephen Orr

Mr Christopher Rouse
Mr Michael Johnson
Mr Alistair Gilbert
Mr David Hopkins
Professor Rebecca Mitchell
Mr Craig Brown
Mr David Lyons
Mr Graham Boyd
Mr Brian Pilbeam
Mr Shaun Maddison

MEMBER EVENTS

We have a number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests.
Book early to avoid disappointment.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY
15 September 12PM

Bookings:
Please contact Ann Lisle on
0407 958 582

			
$45
The Women’s Pioneer Society
invite you to attend Sue Williams Elizabeth & Elizabeth.
A fascinating and evocative story
of an enduring friendship between
two women who played such an
important role in colonial Australian’s
history.
To reserve your place contact Ann
Lisle on 0407 958 582.

CLASSICAL NIGHT
17 September 6PM

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

VIVID MENU

20 September - 9 October

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

Join us in the Members Bar on the
third Friday of each month at the
Club and be entertained with live
Classical music!
June’s highlighted composer is
Beethoven Enjoy ‘Classical Bites’
for $25, designed to pay tribute to
the composer’s country of origin,
and why not indulge in a signature
cocktail for $10.
$55 - $65
In honour of the upcoming Sydney
VIVID a celebration of lights, art
and culture our Executive Chef has
prepared the most vibrant Vivid
menu!
Don’t worry if you can’t decide on
one dish, the VIVID Menu is available
from 20th September - 9th October.
Available for Dinner in the Harbour
Dining Room.

VIVID Boat Cruise
28 & 29 September 6PM

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

			
$49
Experience the VIVID Sydney Festival
from a prime location cruising
Sydney Harbour on a private and
exclusive luxury motor catamaran
(Fleetwing II).
Seats are limited and bookings are
essential.

JAZZ NIGHT
1 October 6PM

The tradition continues at the Club,
with Jazz Night on the first Friday of
each month.
Join us and grab a some of our
themed jazz bites for only $25.

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

CORKS ‘N’ FORKS TASTING TOUR
7 October 6PM

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

		
$TBD
For those who’ve not been before,
our Tasting Tours are relaxed,
informal and educative evenings
designed to appeal to those
members and their guests seeking an
introduction to the wonderful world
of wine or to expand their existing
knowledge.

OKTOBERFEST FOOD WEEK

TRAFALGAR DAY LUNCH

Bookings:
harbour@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2370

events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

20 September- 2 October

$TBD
		
$TBD 19 October 12PM				
Join the Australasian Pioneers’ Club
Inspired by the love of the traditional
for the Annual Trafalgar Day Lunch.
Bavarian festival and great beer, the
Harbour Dining Room will feature a
The Battle of Trafalgar in 1805
delicious Oktoberfest menu.
was the most significant battle in
Australia’s nineteenth century history.
Lunch & Dinner service available in
the Harbour Dining Room.
Bookings are essential. Please contact
the RACA Events team on
Bookings:
02 8273 2320 or events@raca.com.au

LADIES COMMITTEE

27 September 12PM			
$58
Join the Ladies Committee as we
welcome Chris Masters.

Bookings:
events@raca.com.au or
(02) 8273 2320

From Albury to Afghanistan Chris
Masters, the longest serving
reporter on Australia’s longest
running current affairs program
Four Corners, presents an insiders
account of the national broadcaster.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY

20 October 12PM				
$80
The Women’s Pioneer Society of
Australasia Inc. invite you to the
Commemoration of Governor Arthur
Phillip’s Birthday.

Bookings:
Please contact Ann Lisle on
0407 958 582

Guest Speaker: John Lanser- Past
President of the Australasian
Pioneers’ Club.
To reserve your place contact Ann
Lisle on 0407 958 582.

WINE OF THE MONTH

OAKRIDGE YARRA PINOT NOIR 2019

OAKRIDGE YARRA CHARDONNAY 2018

A sophisticated mix of fruit and spice aroma’s on the nose.
With crushed strawberry, red cherry and pomegranate, element
of spice and a touch of earth from the whole bunch inclusion
add complexity. The palate displays a lush and layered density
of fruit with dark cherry and red berry flavours with plush fruit
tannins woven in adding complexity. There is a soft yet bright
acid line providing drive and length to wine before the classic
fantail finish of a great Yarra Pinot Noir

Bright pale straw in colour with a green hue. Aromas of white
citrus blossom, white stone fruit and grapefruit, with flecks of
gunflint, and hints of fresh nuts, almond meal, and white peach
skin. The palate is poised with a lovely shape. The bright acid
line running through keeps everything in its place and providing
drive and length. Solids fermentation providing texture and
layers to the wine. Driven, precise, balanced and complex.

FOR YOUR DIARY

REGULAR EVENTS

Bridge Club
Every Tuesday
$35pp 10.30am in the Harbour
Dining Room

THE LANE BLOCK 5 SHIRAZ 2019
Dense brambly fruit, spice and
charcuterie with fine tannins and a delicate
acid poise.

Army Officer’s Lunch
2nd Friday of the Month
Next: Friday 10 September
THE LANE BLOCK 2 PINOT GRIS 2020
$70pp 2 course lunch & beverages
Clean, crisp and fresh. Fresh nashi pear and 12pm in the Members Bar
honey dew, a waxy texture and lively citrus
Fluid Fridays
finish.
Last Friday of each month
Next: Friday 24 September
6pm in the Pioneers' Room

Our RACA Members are the heart of our Club and
we miss your presence. Stay well and we hope to
welcome you back soon!

Just Infantry
Normally 1st Thursday of the Month
Next: Thursday 2 September
12pm Members Bar, 12:30pm
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

SEPTEMBER

6

Jazz Night

15

Women’s Pioneer Society

17

Classical Night

20-2 OCT Oktoberfest Food Week
20-9 OCT VIVID Menu

28 & 29 VIVID Boat Cruise
27

Ladies Committee

OCTOBER
1

Jazz Night

4
19

Labour Day
Corks ‘n’ Forks Tasting
Tour
APC Trafalgar Day Lunch

21

Annual General Meeting

7

RACA Ladies Committee; RACA Motoring Group; Bridge Club; Corks ‘n’ Forks; Women’s
Pioneer Society; Australasian Pioneers’ Club; Quiz Nights; Jazz Nights; Classical Music
Nights; Arts & Culture Group; Young Executives Group; Snooker Group; Sports Enthusiasts
Group; Black Tie Events; Social Gatherings; Weddings; Harbour Dining; Members Bar.

20
TBD

Women’s Pioneer Society
President’s Cocktail Party

