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MESSAGE FROM THE CEO 
Dear Members,

Firstly, I hope that you are all well and looking after yourselves; and 
adhering to the Australian Health Departments advice and staying safe.

As you have seen from my messages to you, and the last message from 
the Club President, the Club needs your help and support more than 
ever through these worrisome times. 

Although we were trying to take an “open for business as usual” approach, this has all 
but been stopped due to government restrictions. On top of this, we received more than 
$300,000 worth of cancellations during the past weeks which will ultimately have a material 
impact on our net trading position and end of year forecast.

The Club had to stand down staff in the last week and will possibly have to do so again in 
the coming weeks.

In saying the above, I must respectfully ask all members that have utilised the club’s services 
in the past months and have not yet paid their overdue accounts to please settle these 
immediately. 

We currently have outstanding house accounts and subscription debts, up to 120 days in 
arrears, totalling $160,362. Those funds will be an enormous help for us to continue to pay 
our suppliers, contractors and staff. 

Our management team are working tirelessly at present, planning for the future as best as 
we possibly can in these uncertain times. If payment for services already rendered can be 
settled as quickly as possible, and we all continue to work together, we are confident that 
we will see out the current pandemic and its catastrophic effects on all businesses, especially 
Clubs and hospitality venues. 

I would like to advise all members that have previously requested to receive statements 
and newsletters via email and by post that this will no longer be available. Members with 
email addresses will only receive statements and newsletters via email. Those few members 
that do not have an email address will continue to receive printed copies of statements and 
newsletters.

Members welcomed the recent initiative to assist our elderly members over 70 years of age 
by offering toilet paper, tissues and hand sanitiser and as of next week we will be offering 
members the following “HOME MENU FOR PICK UP” and “DAILY TAKE AWAY MENU” - 
more information to come.

Our motto is “The RACA is NOT SHUT DOWN; we are simply preparing for re-opening”.

I do hope that we all come out of this situation as soon as possible and in great health so my 
team and I can continue to welcome you all at the club.

All the very best to you all and please stay safe. “We’re all in this together”.

Markus Friedler
CEO/Secretary



CORKS 'N' FORKS

MOTORING

Dear Members

Given publishing deadlines, I’m writing this article on Monday 23 March, the day the Club is 
required by Government regulation to close until further notice. It puts a dampener on things to say 
the least.

Nevertheless I can report that our tasting/tour on 27 February was an unbridled 
success, when 18 of us had a great night in the Pioneers Room.

The theme was ‘An Iberian Jaunt’. Ian Cook from Five Way Cellars in Paddington 
selected the 17 wines for tasting, starting with an excellent sparkling Spanish 
wine – Raventos I Blanc ‘Blanc de Blancs’ Reserva Brut 2017, then a range of 14 
white and red wines from Spain and Portugal, and concluding with 2 beautiful 
fortified wines – Sanchez Romate Pedro Ximinez from Spain and Quinto do 
Vallado 10 Year Old Tawny Port from Portugal. The wines were served in 5 
brackets, interspersed with 4 matched food courses specially crafted for the 
tasting by the Club’s chef and his team, who did a great job. The octopus terrine 
served with the 5 white wines bracket was spectacular.

I’d also like to acknowledge for the record the great service provided by the Club’s floor team. Pouring 18 small tasting 
serves from 1 bottle of each wine (excluding the arrival sparkler) is no mean feat, and they did it quietly and efficiently 
and with great aplomb.

Sadly, we’ll need to postpone our next tasting/tour scheduled for 2 April. We’ll certainly reschedule when the fog lifts. The 
theme was to have been ‘An Old World/Australian Comparison’, and I can report that Ian Cook has already chosen the 13 
wines for tasting. They include a sparkler, followed by a selection of Australian wines from various regions pitted against a 
variety of equivalent Old World wines, to be served in brackets of 2 with matched food courses.

For the moment we’ve put the wines back on the shelf. Watch this space.

Finally, a couple of words about the Club’s enforced closure. While things are uncertain at the moment, one thing we can 
be confident about is that at some time in the future, hopefully sooner rather than later, the Club’s doors will re-open and 
the Club, and in particular Corks ‘n’ Forks, will be back in business.

Till then, and on behalf of the Corks ‘n’ Forks committee, I wish everyone well.

Thanks and regards
Graeme Jones 
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

Committee member details are:
Avril Fortuin - avituin1@gmail.com, Brent Halligan - info@legalmigrationservices.com, 
Roger Butler - LAW@colebutler.com.au, and myself – mogigi.grj@bigpond.com

For any further information please contact Stephen Wells via 
motoring@raca.com.au or https://www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

The Motoring Group has been reviewing the ever changing landscape with regards to the 
COVID-19 virus. Our normal Fluid Fridays may be curtailed for a month or two as we see 
how the global pandemic affects Australia and in particular, Sydney. We hope that we do not 
have to cancel too many events, however we will be guided by the Club’s management team.

We have, however, decided to postpone the upcoming Motoring Tour until later in the year - making it a Spring 
rather than Autumn event. The Committee will review in mid Winter to see what the status of our community’s 
health is. Our Tour was designed to get members to visit the South Coast and buy from farmers markets and 
visit the local attractions, so hopefully we will be able to support these fire-ravaged areas later in the year.

Stephen Wells
Convenor, RACA Motoring



The Royal Automobile Club of Australia was privileged to recently 
welcome two recipients that were awarded the Churchill Fellowship at 
sold out events held at the club. 

Lieutenant Commander Chris Maxworthy was our guest speaker at the Proclamation 
Day Luncheon held on 11 February. In 2011 he was awarded a Churchill Fellowship to 
investigate Spanish language historical archives in South America and Spain. This led to 
his discovery of the plan to invade and destroy Sydney presented to King Carlos IV in the 
archives of the Royal History Academy in Madrid.

Mr Robert Siemsen presented an extensive photographic exhibition, originally scheduled 
for 12 February however due to popular demand the club hosted an additional event 
on 11 February. He discussed restoration techniques and practices he witnessed in 
England. His award allowed him to visit and study his trade in automotive workshops in 
England. Robert was asked what was it like to get the support of the Winston Churchill 
Trust Fellowship, he said ‘I think the trust really saw my dedication to the trade and are 
rewarding me for that, and to get funding to go overseas. To get that experience I’ve 
bypassed years of toil in Australia, it would’ve taken me decades to get the knowledge 
I’ve got know, without the Churchill trust – I have a lot to thank them for’. 

Here we saw two vastly different fields of study and both very engaging with their presentations. The subject 
of proposed projects for Churchill Fellowships are limitless provided a benefit to Australia is evident and a 
willingness to share the research findings with the Australian community is displayed. 

Yes, we are in uncertain times right now but consider using this time to think forward. Share this opportunity 
with your family and friends that may be interested and give them a goal to aim for too.

The Churchill Trust has just produced a new short Churchill Fellowships promotional video which includes 
Robert Siemsen. You will notice a nod to the many ways Churchill Fellows are having a positive impact 
through work aligning with the automotive sector, though we hope you will agree the message is inspirational 
for Australians from all walks of life to think big, forward, and with optimism.  

Applications close on 30 April 2020.

Apply online at www.churchilltrust.com.au 

It is with great sadness and a heavy heart that we inform you of the passing of one of our 
long serving staff members, Suzy Fitzgerald. For those of you who have been here late at 
the Club, or early morning risers, you would have met our night auditor Suzy. 

Suzy began working at the Club on 18 December 2001. For almost 20 years, Suzy welcomed 
members and their guests to the club; always with friendly smile and always available for a 
chat or a good laugh.

Suzy had a fierce love and loyalty towards the Club, its members and fellow staff. Her 
contribution to the RACA will not be forgotten and she will be sadly missed by all who 
knew her. Her fellow colleagues, particularly her fellow receptionists, will look back with 
nothing but fond memories at the times they shared with her. 

Suzy had a long battle with cancer and fought a good fight. Our thoughts are with 
Suzy’s family and close friends through this difficult time. 

Vale and Rest In Peace Suzy. 

 

https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/news/RACA-Motoring-Exhibition-Success/
https://vimeo.com/401194482
https://www.churchilltrust.com.au/


SYDNEY HARBOUR CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE

SECOND EDITION OF SYDNEY HARBOUR CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

The AXA Sydney Harbour Concours d’Elegance powered by Ferrari, along with some of the world’s most prolific 
concours’ sponsor support including official time partner A Lange & Söhne and champagne partner Pommery, 
defied torrential rain on the opening day to produce surely the most spectacular concours ever held in the 
Southern Hemisphere on March 5th -7th.

Held in the lush gardens of Swifts, one of Australia’s finest mansions, built in 1875, the sun came out and a 
selection of some of the finest cars in the country was shown to over 600 invited guests, and judged by a Jury 
led by Andrew Bagley, Chairman of Salon Privé, Wilhelm Schmidt, CEO of A.Lange & Söhne, both of whom had 
travelled especially from Europe, and Jacquie Hayes, aka Madam Wheels, all well versed in the world of Haute 
Automobilisme.

Luxury Pommery Champagne and exclusive Château La Gordonne rosé garden parties were held by day 
surrounded by the exquisite automobiles and rare watchmaker displays by A.Lange & Söhne amid the Victorian 
lawns and grand trees of Swifts. DJ deep-house summer sounds on the roof top terrace of the InterContinental 
Hotel Double Bay drinking Pommery Blue Sky champagne over ice, watching the sun go down over Sydney’s 
glorious harbour concluded the first day. Guests enjoyed free-flowing bubbles toasting the rare curation of 
automobiles wearing bespoke event panama hats gifted by title sponsor, AXA making for a decidedly elegant 
atmosphere.  

All was topped off with a Pommery Champagne degustation black-tie Gala Award dinner at the prestigious Royal 
Automobile Club of Australia on the final evening, with the following cars taking home the laurel wreaths of 
victors :-

• Class one - wind in your hair: 1949 Jaguar XK120
• Class two - pushing the envelope: 1954 Muntz Jet
• Class three - power & speed: 1987 Porsche 959
• Class four - I.C.B.M.: 1913 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost
• Class five - Mambo Italiano: 1970 Lamborghini Miura S
• Cavallino Rampante award for best Ferrari: 1964 Ferrari 250 GT Berlinetta Lusso
• Women’s choice: 1949 Jaguar XK120
• Pommery Champgane Preservation Award: 1949 Singer Roadster
• A Lange & Söhne People’s choice: 1913 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost
• AXA Best in Show: 1970 Lamborghini Miura S
• Runner up: 1913 Rolls Royce Silver Ghost
• Third place: 1964 Alfa Giulia Sprint Speciale



WINE OF THE MONTH: 
TYRRELL’S, HUNTER 

VALLEY RANGE

SEMILLON 2018
A lifted nose showing citrus 
freshness, the palate continues 
with fresh citrus and concentrated 
grapefruit flavours. The palate is 
light to medium bodied with a 
perfect balance of fruit and soft acid.

SHIRAZ 2018
Vibrant purple colour, with a lifted 
nose showing red fruits and some 
spice. The palate has wonderful 
concentration and depth yet still 
lively and fresh. The tannins are 
expansive yet remain soft and the 
acidity adds to the wines complexity. 
A wonderful example of the modern, 
medium bodied Hunter Valley 
Shiraz.

CHARDONNAY 2018
Textbook modern, medium bodied 
Hunter Valley Chardonnay that 
can be enjoyed with a variety of 
cuisines. The nose shows a great 
mixture of citrus, white stone fruit, 
some oak spice as well as just a hint 
of solids complexity. The palate is 
medium-bodied with great fruit 
intensity and texture through the 
mid-palate, with soft acid on the 
finish.

 
THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS

Mr Robert McGill
Mr Thomas Brady
Mr Scott Fraser

Mr Claudio Garrido
Mr Richard Reid

Mr Michael Lynch
Mr Todd Richards
Mr Lewis Richards

Mrs Tracey Richards

Dr Donald Faithfull
Mr Richard Hardy

Mr Michael Kilborn
Mr Alastair Field
Mr Stephen Lane
Mr Peter Smith

Mr Phillip Williams
Miss Verity Williams

Mrs Alice Lans

Mr Michael Lans
Mr James Alexander

Mr Alan Gabriel
Ms Elizabeth Rogers

Mrs Nicola Hoskins-Murphy
Mr Daniel Casella

Colonel John Hutchenson
Mr Scott Kennedy-Green

RACA’s Sport Enthusiasts first race day to Royal 
Randwick got off to a flying start on 7 March 2020 with 
our Treasurer Megan Lavender and a group of Members 
and their guests enjoying breakfast together in the 
Harbour Room followed by a gentle 30 minute tram ride 
to the racecourse.  

Thanks to the Australian Turf Club, we were allowed entry into the Members’ 
Stand for the day, and a fun afternoon quickly unfolded.  One of our group 
landed winning bets in the first three Sydney races, we had several other 
win and place dividends, and another of our party picked the quinella in the 
main race of the day, the $1m Randwick Guineas, with Shadow Hero and 
Microphone taking out the top places.  Some of our group also met the 
connections of one of the winning horses being prepared to run in the Golden 
Slipper. The afternoon culminated with the last two races, which we shared in 

the main grandstand with a group of young racing 
professionals, the next generation in the industry.

We are really looking forward to future racing events 
and we hope that you and your guests will join us.  
Please stay tuned for more news in future newsletters.

Steven Thomson
Convenor, RACA Sports Enthusiast Group

SPORTS ENTHUSIAST




