
CAR OF THE YEAR EVENT 9-10 APRIL 2019
For more than 40 years, Robb Report has served as the authoritative 
voice in the global luxury market. It is widely regarded as the single 
most influential journal of living life to the fullest. 

Robb Report also welcomes RACA as an event partner for its 2019 
Car of the Year event. This two-day event provides car enthusiasts 
with a chance to drive nine of the most exciting luxury car releases 
of the past 12 months, as well as lavish fine dining experiences and 
an overnight stay in the luxurious Lilianfels Blue Mountains Resort & 
Spa. 

As a special offer to RACA members, a very limited number of 
our exclusive Judging Passes are available for $6,600 (normally 
$7,700) for a driver and a guest (including food, beverages and 
accommodation over the two-day event). 

To find out more about this year’s line-up of cars and how you can 
be involved, visit https://www.caroftheyearau.com/raca and use the 
password ‘racamembersonly’

Claim your complimentary Robb Report digital edition; 
Special ticket offer for 2019 Car of the Year event

Robb Report Australia & New Zealand is pleased to offer RACA members complimentary access to its 
Autumn digital edition: The Design Issue. Featuring a profile of classic car restoration specialist Brian Tanti, 
Bespoke Design special, a drive feature on the new Alfa Romeo Stelvio, and a 22-page Watch Collector 
section. Access your digital edition here (using password ‘racamembersonly’):
https://view.publitas.com/robb-report-australia-and-new-zealand/robb-report-australia-new-zealand-autumn-2019-raca



Dear Members - I have some news from the world of Corks ‘n’ Forks.

Tasting/Tour – 4 April
Our next tasting/tour is scheduled for 6.30pm on Thursday 4 April in the Vintage/Pioneers Room. The theme will 
be ‘Some Hidden Gems from Australian Boutique Wineries’, and we’ll be featuring 13 wines from selected Aussie 
boutique producers. The wines will be served in 4 brackets, and will be matched as we go along with some great 
food specially crafted by Chef and his team.

The cost per head will be a bargain $100, and there’s only 17 places available. To whet your palates, here’s a 
sample of the wines: 

• Unico Zelo - Fiano 2018 and Dolcetto 2018 – an amazing new producer really hitting the spot;
• Aphelion - The Aromat Grenache 2018 - from 80 year old bush vines. Only 50 dozen produced;
• Dappled Appelation – Pinot Noir 2018 and Chardonnay 2018 - best new winery – James Halliday Wine 

Companion 2018;
• Bloodwood Riesling 2016 - the original and one of the best producers from Orange.

Steve Blandford, who has been our trusted wine mentor and supplier for some years now, has decided to pick up 
his Australian sticks and move with his wife Elena to Piedmonte. Steve’s advice and assistance in all matters vinous, 
including food and wine matching, has been greatly appreciated over the years, and we’ll miss him. Thanks Steve.

Life goes on however, and we are very fortunate that Ian Cook from Five Ways Cellars in Paddington has agreed 
to look after the Corks ‘n’ Forks cellar so to speak. Ian opened Five Way Cellars over 30 years ago, and it is by any 
measure Sydney’s pre-eminent independent wine shop. Their Saturday afternoon tastings are legendary! Ian’s 
knowledge of Australian and overseas wines is awesome, and we are confident that Ian’s love of all things vinous 
and his contacts and experience in the wine trade will add a further dimension to what Corks ‘n’ Forks can offer to 
Club members and their guests.

Rockford Dinner – 24 May
As many of you will know, Rockford is an iconic traditional Barossan producer, whose 
wines can only be found in limited quantities in a few selected retail outlets. They are very 
hard to find, particularly their Basket Press Shiraz. They are mostly sold to their mailing list 
or at cellar door. The Club is very privileged to have their wines on our wine list, which is 
why we are able to put the Dinner on – our second.

It’s early days yet; however I can tell you we’ll be serving 7 of Rockford’s best, including their famous Black Shiraz 
and the iconic Basket Press Shiraz. Chef is presently preparing a bespoke menu to match them. Once that happens 
we can set the price.

To make a booking for either event, please contact Yvonne Muriithi or Ash Hucker from the Club’s Events Team 
on 8273 2322, or send an email to eventsadmin@raca.com.au. Don’t leave it too long though, as places are limited 
and will fill quickly.

Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee



RACA Motoring is pleased to announce registrations are open for the 2019 
RACA Annual Motoring Tour to Canberra and the Southern Highlands taking 
in the sights of natural,  mechanical and scientific beauty along with visits 
to local wineries. Leaving Sydney on the 24th May, we will be spending two 
nights at the Commonwealth Club before returning via Bowral. If you would 
like to join this great weekend with interesting cars and good company please 
email motoring@raca.com.au

Please also note the RACA Annual Motoring Dinner will be held on Saturday 
17 August. This will be another great RACA event. Please note the date and 
be part of this RACA tradition.

All RACA members are invited to join Fluid Friday. Held on the last Friday of 
each month this informal event commences anytime from around 6:00pm. 
Come along and enjoy this casual social event. Next Fluid Friday is 26 April.

For more information about RACA motoring activities please contact:
Alan Hunt
T: 0438 290 639 or 
E: motoring@raca.com.au

The first Ladies Committee luncheon was held on Monday 25th February, 2019 when 39 
members and their guests enjoyed an excellent meal and Dr Matthew Stephens as guest 
speaker. Research Librarian Matthew told us a fascinating story on the exhibition that he 
was working on at the Caroline Simpson Library and Research Collection for the Living 
Museum. 
 
The exhibition named “Songs of Home and Distant Isles” (working title) focuses on music 
in the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and the influence early British settlers and 
indigenous people had on our domestic musical environment. Matthew’s talk was very 
well received. 
 
The Ladies Committee May event will be held on Monday 27th May, 2019 with Nadia 
Duran from “Events by Nadia” as the guest speaker. Nadia has one of Australia’s leading 
event companies and will tell us her story of how it all started. I do hope to see many of 
you at the Ladies Committee’s luncheon during 2019. 
 

Regards,
Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith, OAM
President, RACA Ladies Committee.



CLUB UPDATES
The White Ensign Dinner celebrated the 
anniversary of the official hoisting of the 
Australian White Ensign in HMA Ships 
and Establishments on 1 March, 1967. The 
dinner was held in the Macquarie Room 
and attended by 110 members and guests 
to commemorate more than a century 
of commitment of the men, women and 
materiel of the Royal Australian Navy to 
national security and the pursuit of world 
peace. 

Founder of the Sydney Harbour Concours d’Elegance and international concours judge, James Nicholls, said, 
“Without question, the inaugural Sydney Harbour Concours d’Elegance was a wonderful success. On the grounds 
of the stunning Lindesay, we were graced with a group of world class vehicles, and I am delighted that through 
this, we were able to introduce Australians to Concours culture and some of the country’s most magnificent 
motor cars and bikes.”

On Saturday 9 March, the car and luxury connoisseurs were treated to intimate black tie dinner at the palatial 
Royal Automobile Club of Australia and home to the Inaugural Trophy Gala celebrating both the announcement 
of the newly-appointed patron, David Brabham as well as the Concours award recipients.

Recipient of the coveted Best in Show award was the amazing 1962 Aston Martin DB4 Vantage which was the 
original Factory press car. The beautiful and fun, 1972 Ferrari Dino 246GTS was the recipient of both the People’s 
Choice and Women’s Choice awards.



There's something for everyone this month with fantastic events for our members and 
their guests. Book early to avoid disappointment.

Finding AE1 - Australia's First 
Submarine

The Australasian Pioneers’ Club, 
in conjuction with the Royal 
Automobile Club of Australia, 
invite you our ANZAC Day 
Luncheon. The presenter for 
this special event will be Irini 
Malliaros, MSc. 

Join us for Jazz Night! 
Now a monthly tradition, Jazz 
Night welcomes in talented 
musicians to play some classic 
jazz standards and tunes for 
you; right in the heart of the 
Member's Bar. With our themed 
jazz bites for only $20, grab a 
drink, unwind and join us as we 
do Friday evenings the right way. 

Rookwood is the final resting 
place for more than a million 
people with their own unique 
stories.  This Presentation by 
Mark Bundy, Operations General 
Manager, will include the 
history over the past 150 years 
and the intrinsic link between 
the Mortuary and Rookwood 
Cemetery. 

Save the Date!

The Rockford Dinner will be 
serving 7 of Rockford’s best, 
including their famous Black 
Shiraz and the iconic Basket 
Press Shiraz.

Further details will be announced 
shortly.

Join us as we welcome our 
guest speaker Nadia Duran 
from “Events by Nadia”. Nadia 
has travelled extensively 
as a speaker, educator and 
luxury wedding designer. 
With experience in over 20 
international locations, Nadia 
Duran has become one of the 
world's most sought after event 
designers.

ADULTS $49 | CHILDREN $29
Experience the VIVID Sydney 
Festival from a prime location 
cruising Sydney Harbour on 
a private and exclusive luxury 
motor catamaran (Fleetwing II). 
Perfect to bring the family along 
to see the spectacular sights 
and sounds. Skip the crowds 
and enjoy the scenic views of 
Sydney's beautiful landmarks.

Let us help you plan the perfect 
Mother's Day and bring the 
family together to celebrate this 
special day. Enjoy the glistening 
views of Sydney's exquisite 
harbour and treat your mum to 
a sumptuous buffet lunch in the 
Harbour Dining Room.
Children (3-12ys)               $46
Young Adults (13-17yrs)    $59
Adults                                $89

The Society requests the 
pleasure of your company with 
your mother, sisters, aunts, 
daughters and grandaughters 
for a delicious lunch with 
guest speaker Fiona Herbert. 
Mrs Herbert, daughter of WPS 
President Lorraine Carter, will be 
talking about her experiences 
living in Mumbai, Jakarta and 
Kuala Lumpur.



Bridge Club 
Every Tuesday
$32pp 10.30am in the 
Victoria Room

Regular Army Officers 
2nd Friday of the Month
$65pp 2 course lunch & beverages
12pm in the Members Bar

Fluid Fridays
Next: Friday 26 April
6pm in the Pioneers' Room

Just Infantry
1st Thursday of the Month
12pm Member's Bar, 12:30pm 
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

JUNE   

MAY

REGULAR EVENTS

APRIL

1-15 VIVID Menu 
5 RACA Vivid Harbour Cruise
7 Jazz Night
19 Women's Pioneer Society
24 Ladies Committee
28 Fluid Friday's

2 Meet the New Dancers
4 Corks 'n' Forks
5 Jazz Night

16 APC/RACA ANZAC Day 
Luncheon

17 Women's Pioneer Society
26 Fluid Friday's

3 Jazz Night

12 Mother's Day Lunch
15 Women's Pioneer Society

Rockford Dinner
VIVID Menu
RACA Motoring Tour
Ladies Committee Luncheon

31 Fluid Friday's

2018 Hunter Valley Semillon TN
A lifted nose showing citrus freshness, the palate 
continues with fresh   citrus and concentrated 
grapefruit flavours. The palate is light to medium 
bodied with a perfect balance of fruit and soft acid.

2017 Hunter Valley Shiraz TN
Vibrant purple colour, with a lifted nose showing 
red fruits and some spice. The palate is lively and 
fresh showing red fruits and a soft, savoury tannins 
with fresh acidity. A wonderful example of the 
modern, medium bodied Hunter Valley Shiraz.

2017 Hunter Valley Chardonnay TN
Textbook modern Hunter Valley Chardonnay, the 
wine is medium in colour with nice green hues. 
The nose shows a great mixture citrus, white stone 
fruit, some oak spice as well as just a hint of solids 
complexity. The palate is medium bodied with a 
great fruit intensity and texture through the mid 
palate with soft acid on the finish.


