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REGULAR EVENTS
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Dear Members, 

Firstly, I trust that you have all remained safe and well during COVID-19 and continue to 
remain safe and well despite the current floods. 

Trading 

Trading conditions have slowly started to improve however the effects of closure, no 
international and inter and intra state travel, and frequent use of the Club for functions 
and general use, have resulted in, as you would appreciate:  

•     Our usual occupancy rate for accommodation up to 80% falling to as low as 5% in the peak of COVID   
       but it has recovered in March 2021 to 39% occupancy, still a long way to go, a diminution on pre COVID   
       trading of $576,833;
•     Garage is below pre COVID numbers by 42.8% or $78,413;
•     Functions remain 48.9% below revenues but are improving, still $424,000 below the same time last year   
       prior to the commencement of COVID;
•     Member movement, including new members and resignations, despite COVID, has held firm and we can   
       only thank the loyalty and support of our members, and our membership and marketing team. 

Despite the above revenue pressures, astute management across all areas has achieved the following outcomes for 
which we thank all of our staff led by Markus Friedler, Lisa Waayer and Kathy Symons: 

•     employee costs have been reduced by 22% of $449,938 year to date;
•     total expenses have been reduced by 25% or $929,598 year to date; and
•     limited an operating deficit to only ($25,138) as at 28 February 2021. 

which measure have offset what could have been an otherwise unsustainable trading position. 

It must be noted that the above result includes the Commonwealth Government monthly JobKeeper payments, which 
highlights the need for all of us as members to support and use our Club, whether by way of subscription payment or 
use of its facilities. 

The reality for all of us is that to conduct the Club into the future from 89 Macquarie Street will require: 

•     expensed repairs and maintenance ($163,729 as at 28 February 2021 for the current financial year);
•     capital expenditure (up to $350,000 in the current year);
•     the Albert Street façade restoration; and
•     consistent trading surpluses. 

Subscriptions 

Previous member communications have indicated that as subscriptions remain a significant contributor by all of us to 
our continued viability and maintenance of our magnificent building, they must continue to be commensurate with 
fixed and variable cost which unfortunately increase annually. 

A survey of comparable Clubs indicates our current Town membership subscription to be 50% of their subscription 
levels. Whilst that has been, and is, a benefit to us all, it is unsustainable into the future if a competent and effective 
business case is to be maintained by your Board and management. 

We trust that all of us as members wish to continue to preserve our wonderful heritage building and the Club within, 
and wish to work together and share the reasonable subscription contribution to do so.  

There must be an increase to subscriptions to ensure that we cover the necessary costs to operate the Club for the 
benefit of all members. 

The minimum spend component continues to be an amount which we have available to cover our own hospitality 
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during the year so such increase can be apportioned to allow part of the increase to be used by members as they use the Club. 

The collective support of all members will ensure the viability of the Club and 89 Macquarie Street well into the future.  

Foundation and Heritage Floor Space

The Board has introduced an RACA Foundation which enables members to voluntarily make tax deductible contributions to the Foundation which will 
be applied to building projects such as necessary restoration works and the façade. 

The Club has established a RACA member account with the Australian Sporting Foundation Limited ABN 27 008 613 858 (ASF). It is a company limited 
by guarantee and a not for profit company established in 1989 by statute, the Australian Sports Commission Act 1989 (Cth). ASF is wholly owned by 
the Commonwealth under the Public Governance Performance and Accountability Act 2013 (Cth). 

Grants are made at the discretion of ASF. RACA has a member’s account and contributions can be drawn down, as required and on request, on 
application by RACA, by way of grant to make improvements to 89 Macquarie Street. 

Because sporting clubs and other bodies that promote sport (including the ASF) are generally inherently incapable of qualifying as charities under 
the general law and the Charities Act 2013 (Cth), and therefore of becoming registered charities under the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission Act 2012 (Cth), they are also generally incapable of receiving grants/donations/distributions from Public or Private Ancillary Funds (PuAFs 
and PAFs). The ASF provides such a vehicle which now has many member Clubs including Tattersalls Club. 

The Property Committee also continues to pursue the sale of heritage floor space and is engaging with appropriate heritage specialists at Urbis, 
and some suitably qualified members of the Club, to discuss necessary conservation plan preparation and otherwise dealing with all necessary 
requirements before again approaching the Sydney City Council. 

Yours sincerely,
Michael Callanan
President 

Continued from front page..

The Royal Automobile Club of Australia Incorporating the Imperial Service Club has created 
the RACA Foundation to ensure that the Clubhouse at 89 Macquarie Street in Sydney retains 
its heritage and is maintained to a level expected not only by the membership but also by the 
community as a whole. 

The RACA Foundation has been designed to enable our members to donate to a fund initially 
for the upkeep of our historically important building. Although the core structure is in a sound 
condition, there are a number of areas that need refreshment or upgrading including the Albert 
Street facade, the roof area and internally there are a number of items that also need attention. 
The Foundation will ensure that these works can be done without using operational funds - which 
can then be focused on member activities and events. Further projects may be defined under the 
RACA Foundation for specific projects to enable better or new services for the Club membership.

All donations are tax-deductable with a receipt provided through the Australian Sports Foundation 
if made online, however please note if you should send a cheque in or donate directly to the Club 
this will not be tax-deductable.  

For more information, contact the Club on (02) 8273 2324 or marketing@raca.com.au.



CORKS 'N' FORKS

MOTORING

Dear Members, 

By the time you read this piece, we will have just returned from our 4 day Corks ‘n’ Forks food and 
wine trip to Orange. The highlights and some photos will feature in next month’s newsletter. In the 
meantime here’s some news of our next 2 events. 

Tasting/Tour - Thursday 22 April 
The theme for April’s tasting tour is ‘Australia v South America’, when we’ll have the opportunity to 
taste and compare some well-chosen Australian wines with comparable South American wines from 
Argentina, Chile and possibly Uruguay. The 12 or so wines will be selected by Ian Cook from Five Way 
Cellars in Paddington, who’ll be with us on the night to take us through the wines. 

The wines will be served in 3 or 4 brackets accompanied by small food portions specially prepared 
by the Club’s Chef and his team to complement the wines. We’ll post the details of the wines and the 
matching menu on the Club’s website closer to the event.  

For those who’ve not been before, our tasting/tours are seated, relaxed, informal and educative 
evenings designed to appeal to those members and their guests seeking an introduction to the 
wonderful world of wine or to expand their existing knowledge.  

April’s tasting/tour will be held at 6pm in the seated comfort of the Pioneers or ISC Room, and places are limited. The cost per head is a bargain $105. 

Murray Cod Dinner – Friday 21 May 
It’s early days yet, but we want to give you advance notice of this dinner, which will feature the wonderful Australian native fish, Murray cod, cooked 
several ways. 

Murray cod are native to freshwater rivers and creeks in eastern South Australia, and west of the Great Dividing Range in NSW, Victoria and southern 
Queensland. They were once abundant throughout the Murray-Darling river system, but overfishing and changes to habitat have drastically reduced 
their numbers. They are one of the largest freshwater fish species, weighing up to 113kg and living nearly 50 years, however their population 
is declining as a result of, among other things, regulated water flows, de-snagging and extensive clearing of riparian vegetation. They are now 
endangered, which is one reason they’re now farmed. 

One such farmer is Club member Ross Anderson, whose company Aquna Murray Cod farms the fish at Griffith in NSW. Our dinner will have a Griffith/
Riverina theme, and will feature not only Murray cod cooked different ways, but also other produce from the region chosen to highlight its iconic 
Italian heritage. It’s likely the dinner will be in degustation format, which will enable us to match the various fish and other courses with wines sourced 
from in and around Griffith and the Riverina generally, the quality of which will astound you. 

As soon as more details are available, including the price, we’ll let you know. However given the dinner is likely to prove very popular, you might like to 
pencil it in your diaries now and make a provisional booking. 

To make a booking for our tasting/tour on 22 April and/or our Murray cod/Griffith Italian heritage dinner on 21 May please contact Yvonne Muriithi at 
the Club on 8273 2322 or by email at events@raca.com.au.

Graeme Jones
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

For any further information please contact Stephen Wells via motoring@raca.com.au or https://www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

With the success of the first Motoring Quiz, we have scheduled the second for Wednesday the 19th 
May. I’m sure this one will be as entertaining and competitive as the first! It is open to all members, 
not just those associated with the Motoring Group. Look out for a more detailed notice soon.

We published the second podcast with Mr Simon Perdriau recently with a fascinating discussion 
on how his family evolved through marine businesses to a wide variety of engineering ideas. We 
have just finished the recording of the third edition, so look out for that one to be uploaded to the 
members portal as well.

Fluid Fridays have bounced back, bigger and better than before all the distancing and restrictions 
were put in place and we expect them to continue to be great communal catch-ups. All members 
are welcome especially if you have recently joined as they are a great way to meet lots of other folk.

By now you would have read about the launch of the RACA Foundation. This is a great way to help the upkeep of your beloved Club. The building 
is close to 100 years old and like a car of the same age, needs regular work done to keep it in good shape. All donations are tax deductible and 
managed through the Australian Sports Foundation.

(Pictures above from the Corks ‘n’ Forks 
Tasting/Tour 25 February 2021)



 THE BOARD & CEO WELCOME THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS

LADIES COMMITTEE
The Ladies Committee luncheons are regularly held on the last Monday of the 
month and have interesting guest speakers or entertainment covering a wide 
range of topics and events.  

Thank you to those who frequent our Ladies Committee Luncheons, it is 
always such a pleasure to see you there, please feel free to bring along guests 
and keep in mind that although we are called the “Ladies Committee” all 
members and their guests, including men, are welcome.  

Our next Luncheon will be held on Monday 31 May, where we will welcome 
Guest Speaker Trevor Dean from the Maritime Museum to discuss The 
Aquatic Airman. We look forward to seeing you there.  

Mrs Margaret Dawes-Smith OAM  
President of the RACA Ladies Committee.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY ST PATRICK’S DAY EVENT

Mr Darrell Sham
Mr Stuart Trueman
Mr Zane Bernstein
Mr James Stevens
Ms Karla Hansford

Mr Kelvin Sherwood
Mr Robert Ferrari

Mr Stephen Murray

Mr Vasilios (Bill) Kalantzis
Mr Matthew Carolan

Mr Paul Attard
Ms Penelope Bowring

Dr Ian Kamerman
Mr Benjamin Casey
Mr George Kastner
Mr Cameron Harvey

Mr Bruno Ghignone
Mr Domenico Cece
Mr Todd Gilmore

Ms Marta Madison
Mr David Stuart-Watt

Mr Alan Moore
Mr Elie Maalouly

Mr John West

AUSTRALASIAN PIONEERS’ “CITIZEN KANE” LUNCH

With the end of the financial year fast approaching, 
we would like to remind and encourage all 

members to use any residual funds from their 
‘Minimum Spend’ in the club. Please remember that 
if the minimum spend is not used by 30 June 2021, 

it will not roll over to the new year.  
 

Why not visit our Members Bar or Harbour Dining 
Room for a few drinks and a delicious meal or 

attend some of our exciting member events, like 
the upcoming Kintsugi Workshop scheduled for 
the 19 May, take advantage of our great deals in 

accommodation and treat yourself to an overnight 
stay or if you can't make it in to the club you may 
prefer to have our 'wine of the month' delivered 

directly to your door.



MEMBER EVENTS
We have a number of fantastic upcoming events for members and their guests. 
Book early to avoid disappointment.

The tradition continues at the Club with 
Jazz Night. Usually on the first Friday 
night of each month, however due to the 
Easter long weekend, this Jazz Night will 
be held on the 9 April. 

Join us and grab a some of our Spanish 
themed jazz bites for only $25

JAZZ NIGHT
9 April 6PM

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

In celebration of World Heritage Day 
we are taking a step back in time to the 
1920’s when the RACA Clubhouse first 
opened its doors! 

Join us in celebrating this momentous 
occasion with a 4 course dinner, live 
1920’s music & 2 hour drink package. 
Bring along family and friends and dress 
to impress in your best 1920’s getup.

1920’S HERITAGE DINNER
16 April 7PM                                  $110

Bookings: 
events@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2320

Please join the Women’s Pioneer Society 
as we welcome Guest Speaker, Meg 
Keneally. Meg will tell the tale of Sarah 
McCaffrey, fleeing arrest she finds herself 
alone and on the run. She boards the 
Serpent, bound to the colony of New 
South Wales and when the Captain’s 
reckless actions lead the ship to be 
dashed onto Sydney’s notorious rocks. 
Sarah is the only survivor.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY 
19 May 12PM                               $35

Bookings: 
Please contact Ann Lisle on 
0407 958 582

We rightly take pride in the charge of 
the Australian Light Horse at Beersheba 
in 1917. It was one important element in 
the Egyptian Expeditionary Forces victory 
at Third Gaza. The disastrous initiation 
at Gallipoli did end in a resounding 
victory at Megiddo. This presentation 
will consider the impact of mounted 
horsemen on the war in Palestine. 

Guest speaker: Christopher Dawson

APC ANZAC LUNCH
20 April 12PM       $70

Bookings: 
events@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2320 

Bookings: 
harbour@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2370 

The Women’s Pioneer Society invite 
you to join us with our Guest Speaker, 
Dr Catie Gilchrist, as she discusses the 
ANZAC Memorial at Sydney Hyde Park. 
Dr Gilchrist has a PhD in convict history 
from the University of Sydney. She is a 
freelance writer and researcher at the 
Dictionary of Sydney and is a regular 
book reviewer. In 2015, Dr Gilchrist wrote 
a Walking Tour of Historic Randwick.

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY
21 April 12PM                               $35

Bookings: 
Please contact Ann Lisle on 
0407 958 582

With the success of the first Motoring 
Quiz, a second one has now been 
scheduled. All members are welcome, not 
just those associated with the Motoring 
Group. Come and test your knowledge 
with the winning team getting a great 
prize!
 
Open to teams of three. Get a team 
together, think of a team name and join 
us for a night full of fun!

RACA MOTORING QUIZ NIGHT
19 May 7PM                                     

Bookings: 
Please contact the Motoring 
group: motoring@raca.com.au

The theme for this tasting tour is ‘Australia 
v South America’, when we’ll have the 
opportunity to taste and compare 
some well-chosen Australian wines with 
comparable South American wines from 
Argentina, Chile and possibly Uruguay.  

The wines will be served in 3 or 4 brackets 
accompanied by small food portions 
specially prepared by the Club’s Chef and 
his team to complement the wines. 

CORKS ‘N’ FORKS TASTING TOUR
22 April 6PM                               $105

Bookings: 
events@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2320

It’s early days yet, but we want to give 
you advance notice of this dinner, which 
will feature the wonderful Australian 
native fish, Murray cod, cooked several 
ways. 
 
As soon as more details are available, 
including the price, we’ll let you know. 
However given the dinner is likely to 
prove very popular, you might like to 
pencil it in your diaries now and make a 
provisional booking.

CORKS ‘N’ FORKS  MURRAY COD DINNER
21 May 7PM                                           $TBC

Bookings: 
events@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2320

Let us help you plan the perfect Mother’s 
Day and bring the family together to 
celebrate this special day.

Enjoy the glistening views of Sydney’s 
exquisite harbour and treat your Mum to 
a sumptuous lunch in the Harbour Dining 
Room with live music and a glass of 
champagne on arrival.

MOTHER’S DAY LUNCH
9 May 12PM        $102 Adults | $66 13-17yrs | $54 2-12yrs

Bookings: 
events@raca.com.au or  
(02) 8273 2320

Join us in the Members Bar on the third 
Friday of each month with a new tradition 
at the Club and be entertained with live 
Classical music!

March’s Highlighted composer is Claude 
Debussy. Enjoy ‘Classical Bites’ for $25, 
designed to pay tribute to the composer’s 
country of origin, and why not indulge in 
a signature cocktail for $7.

CLASSICAL NIGHT
23 April 6PM                            



WINE OF THE MONTH

2019 HUNTER VALLEY CHARDONNAY
Textbook modern, medium bodied 
Hunter Valley Chardonnay that can be 
enjoyed with a variety of cuisines. The 
nose shows a great mixture of citrus, 
white stone fruit, some oak spice as well 
as just a hint of solids complexity. The 
palate is medium-bodied with great fruit 
intensity and texture through the mid-
palate, with soft acid on the finish.

FOR YOUR DIARY

Bridge Club  
Every Tuesday 
$35pp 10.30am in the Victoria Room

Army Officer’s Lunch  
2nd Friday of the Month 
Next: Friday 9 April 
$65pp 2 course lunch & beverages 
12pm in the Members Bar

Fluid Fridays
Last Friday of each month 
Next: Friday 30 April 
6pm in the Pioneers' Room

Just Infantry 
Normally 1st Thursday of the Month 
Next: Thursday 1 April 
12pm Members Bar, 12:30pm  
Harbour Dining Room Lunch

REGULAR EVENTS

7 Jazz Night

9 Mother’s Day Lunch

19 RACA Motoring Quiz Night

19 Women’s Pioneer Society

21 Corks ‘n’ Forks Dinner

21 Classical Night

27 Young Members Night

31 Ladies Committee

JUNE

9 Jazz Night

16 Heritage Dinner

20 APC ANZAC Day Lunch

21 Women’s Pioneer Society

22 Corks ‘n’ Forks Tasting Tour

23 Classical Night

4 Jazz Night

8 APC History Lunch

11 Royal High Tea

16 Women’s Pioneer Society

18 Classical Night

28 Ladies Committee

MAY

APRIL

2018 BELFORD CHARDONNAY 
A rich, complex nose of fruit, oak and a 
slight solids character. A powerful palate 
with the fruit characters being
balanced well with the oak and mid 
palate grainy texture. The wine finishes 
with a soft, refreshing acid profile,
a benefit of no malolactic fermentation.

2018 STEVENS SHIRAZ
A fine debut for the new Stevens Shiraz 
from a vintage that has produced some 
fantastic red wines. It is medium
bodied, with the bright fruit character 
that is the hallmark of the wine. Soft, 
savoury tannin and bright acidity
help give the wine length, with the oak 
only adding structure, not flavour.

2018 HUNTER VALLEY SHIRAZ
Vibrant purple colour, with a lifted nose 
showing red fruits and some spice. The 
palate has wonderful concentration 
and depth yet still lively and fresh. 
The tannins are expansive yet remain 
soft and the acidity adds to the wines 
complexity. A wonderful example of the 
modern, medium bodied Hunter Valley 
Shiraz.


