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5 -  10 JUNE
GIN BOTANICALS
THEMED MENU IN HONOUR
OF WORLD GIN DAY

10 -  15 JULY
FRENCH
7 -  12 AUGUST
TRUFFLES

MONTHLY FOOD
ADVENTURES

CALL THE HARBOUR
DINING ROOM TO MAKE
A BOOKING (02) 8273 2370

MEMBER NEWS, INTEREST GROUPS AND DINING

For Your Diary

Bridge Club  
Every Tuesday 
$30pp 10.30am in the Albert Room

Regular Army Officers  
2nd Friday of the Month 
$65pp 2 course lunch & beverages 
12pm in the Members Bar  

AUGUSTJULY

REGULAR EVENTS

4 Jazz Night

7 - 12 Truffle Food Week 

10 Corks 'n' Forks Tour 

15 Business Networking

16 Women's Pioneer Society

19 Annual MEG Dinner

28 Ladies Committee

29 Wynns Wine Dinner

7 Jazz Night

8 Harvard Krokodiloes

10 - 15 French Food Week

14 Corks 'n' Forks Bastille

16 Truffle Hunt

19 Women's Pioneer Society

31 Ladies Committee

Queens
Birthday

THE

An afternoon 
tea party in the 

Victoria Room featuring a 

sweets and live classical 
music

$65

17
June

Back by popular demand the Harvard Krokodiloes, 
Harvard University's oldest and � nest a cappella singing 
group, will be coming back to the Royal Automobile Club to 
perform exclusively for Harvard Club and RACA members.
 

Join the Harvard Krokodiloes and fellow members for 
an evening Soiree performance followed by a second 

performance over a delectable dinner.

8 JULY / 6PM

SOIREE $50 / DINNER & SOIREE $98

Minimum Spend 

Dear Members,

With the end of the Financial Year fast 
approaching, we would like to remind and 
encourage all members to use what is 
remaining of their “Minimum Spend” in the 
club.

Please remember that if this minimum 
spend is not used by the end of the 
financial year it will not roll over into the 
new year.

If you have any of your Minimum Spend 
left on your account, you are invited to 
consider gaining maximum value from it by 
either joining us in the club for an event or 
a meal or even taking part in our regular 
Wine of The Month deals before June 30.

Heather Prowse & Friends

S Y D N E Y
CO N S E RVATO R I U M
O F  M U S I C  P R E S E N T S

7  J U L Y  -  6 : 3 0 P M  M E M B E R S ’  B A R

J A Z Z  B I T E S  $ 1 8 P P
A M E R I C A N  M I N I  C H E E S E  B U R G E R S , 
L O A D E D  B A K E D  P O TATO E S
F O O D  I S  O P T I O N A L

The Dining Experience Tour!

$145pp

Three Course Meal, 

Drinks & Show

Coming to the Royal Automobile Club on the 9th 
of November! So save the date and book soon to 
avoid missing out on a must-see night of world-class 
comedy, alongside a three course meal and beverages.

JUNE

2 Members' Jazz Night

5-10 Gin Botanicals

7 Corks 'n' Forks Trip Away

17 Queens Afternoon Tea

21 Women's Pioneer Society

26 Ladies Committee Dear Members,

After serving as Treasurer for four Presidents, 
and as President himself from 2004 to May 
2017, Gavin Thomas has retired to grace 
the golf courses of the mid North Coast, 
interspersed by a well earned rest and travel 
with his partner Jen.

Gavin commenced as a Director of the Club on 18 June 1997, 
officially retiring on 5 May 2017, just over one month short of 
having served 20 years as a director of the Club. His period of 
membership runs many years longer than that of his directorship.

Gavin has worked tirelessly with his many Boards to ensure 
competent financial planning across all departments within 
the Club over many years.  Gavin leaves the Club in a financially 
secure position which will enable the current and future Boards 
to continue to provide members with the interest groups, facilities 
and services which have ensured strength of membership over 
time.

On behalf of the Club we thank Gavin for his many years of 
commitment, expertise and service, and wish both he and Jen 
good health and good times for their future years. We look forward 
to their continued company within the Club albeit in the more 
relaxed capacity as valued members of the RACA community.

As the financial year comes to a close, we encourage all members 
to continue to not only use and enjoy their Club, especially where 
unused minimum spend, but also introduce new members to 
the privacy of its gym, the quality of food and wine offerings of its 
restaurants and bars, and its competitive inner city accommodation 
and car parking.

Michael Callanan,
President

Message From the President

T R U F F L E  H U N T

16 July - 6:45am   /    Tickets $185

Embark on a unique tour created for lovers of the great 
outdoors, tru�  es and � ne cuisine. Starting with breakfast 
in the Harbour Dining Room then a return coach ride to 
Oberon with rest stops along the way, and the main event, a 
tru�  e hunt and lunch at the Oberon Farm. Limited to only 

20 guests this is an oppurtunity not to be missed.

Looking at booking an event? As a member of 
the Royal Automobile Club of Australia you will 
receive special member discounts on all our 
function room hire. O� ering a broad range of 
rooms designed cater for your personal needs. 
So whether it’s an intimate social gathering, a 
three day conference, or a themed cocktail party 
we have the perfect space for you.

Our member events team are experienced, 
friendly and passionate. Whilst our chefs 
works endlessly to ensure that you are always 
o� ered the highest quality of food and variety. 

To fi nd out more contact us on 02 8273 2322 
or at eventsadmin@raca.com.au

Conference
with RACA

WYNNS
COONAWARRA ESTATE

WINE DINNER

The Wynns family recognised the intrinsic 
qualities of  Coonawarra wines - their richness 
and intensity of  fruit character. They set out 
to build an independent identity in the region, 
creating the famous label that made the original 
Scottish founder John Riddoch’s winery one of  

Australia’s most iconic buildings.

Join us as we bring specially selected Wynns 
wines to you with a delicious meal.

$145

29 August - 7pm

2pm

ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA Incorporating Imperial Service Club Limited ABN 44 000 016 044
89 Macquarie St, Sydney NSW 2000 Australia  T: 02 8273 2300  F: 02 8273 2301  raca@raca.com.au  www.raca.com.au

RACANEWS
JUNE 2017



The 2017 Inter Club Snooker Competition begins in June and 
runs until October. Our RACA Snooker team is always looking 
for new players. If you are interested in playing competitively, 
register your interest now with the Snooker Club. We are 
happy to welcome new players before, during, and after the 
competition season.

Inter Club Snooker Competition games are played on 
Wednesday nights from 6:30pm. Games are played in the 
RACA Snooker room, or ‘away’ games are played at other 
clubs including Tattersalls, Lane Cove and North Ryde. The 
competition is friendly and social.

If you are new to the club or an experienced player, the RACA 
Snooker Club love to hear from you. 

Contact us at: www.facebook.com/RACASnooker or email 
racasnooker@gmail.com

Dear Members,

I’m pleased to report our tasting/tour in the Vintage Room 
on 11 May was another fully booked success We tasted our 
way through 12 well-chosen Australian wines (and one ring 
in from over the ditch) that compared reds and whites made 
from six different grape varieties sourced from 10 different 
Australian wine regions. They were all wonderful; my personal 
favourites being the Beechworth Chardonnay, the Hunter and 
Barossa Semillons, and the Pinots Noir from Geelong and the 
Mornington Peninsula.

The wines were served in four brackets, and were accompanied 
as we went along by four small food courses chosen by the 
Club’s Executive Chef Rebecca Kaye. Imagine tempura soft 
shell crab served with the Rieslings and Semillons, and the 
caramelised spatchcock served with the Pinots Noir and you’ll 
get the picture.

Our next tasting/tour is scheduled for 10 August and will 
feature and compare wines produced and sourced by two Club 
members – Ben Crossing from Angullong Wines in Orange and 
Ian Napier from ‘Wombat Crossing’ in the Hunter. It promises to 
be a great night so I suggest you book early. 

You should also consider making an early booking for our annual 
Bastille Dinner scheduled for Friday 14 July in the Macquarie 
Room. Chef has devised an innovative five course French menu 
(that includes a Delice des Cremieres truffled cheese), and we’ll 
be serving a great selection of matching French wines sourced 
from seven of Frances’s wine regions to accompany the various 
courses - the 2010 Chateau Queyron Pindefleurs Grand Cru 
from Saint Emilion to be served with the main course of pan 
fried beef fillet being just one example. As we did last year, 
there’ll also be some best dressed prizes for the guests and an 
options game.

Pricing for both of the above events will be available shortly, 
however in the interim I would recommend you book early.

Graeme Jones 
For the Corks ‘n’ Forks Committee

Membership to one of Australia's leading private 
members clubs is open to all ladies and gentlemen. 
Joining our historic club which has been open since 
1903, provides you with many distinct advantages. Why 
not recommend it to a friend or colleague?
- Extensive global network of 200 reciprocal Clubs
- Associate Membership available at a reduced rate   
 for spouse/partner
- Accommodation with 29 well-appointed rooms     
     complete with Wi-Fi and Foxtel
- Complimentary access to our Business Centre,   
 including Wi-Fi, printing and faxing services
-   Free NRMA Roadside Assistance
- Access to secure valet parking
- Level 7 Harbour Dining Room with spectacular views  
 of Sydney Harbour
- Members’ lounge and bar
- Exceptional Member’s only rates on any of our   
 seven conference, meeting or functions rooms

- Modern Fitness Centre with 24/7 access

In addition, members have the opportunity to take part 
in member special interest groups, attend events, and 
participate in a wide range of activities.

There has never been a better time to become a 
member. 

Please call or email the Membership & Marketing team 
for more information or to book a tour 02 8273 2318 or 
marketing@raca.com.au 
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The Board and CEO welcome the following new MembersSnooker Group

Corks 'n' Forks

RACA Motoring BNI Mother's Day 

Happy Hour at the Movies

Refer a Friend

Wine of the Month

Mr Noel Andrews
Mrs Maryanne Pickard
Mr Christopher Stott

Mr John Sanders
Mr John Vandyke 

Prof Brendon Coventry
Ms Fiona Wong 

Meeting every Thursday for breakfast, BNI 
(Business Networking International) CBD Shine 
is an exceptional group of successful & like-
minded business people who collaborated with 
the objective of creating and sharing business 
opportunities.  We started in August 2015 and 
in 2016, we settled over $1.3 million in referral 
business to our members.

Upcoming meetings: 

1 June – Speaker: Alan Lau – Velocity Fitness

8 June – Speaker:  Lara Gomez – Beresfords  
Financial Planning

15 June – Speaker:  Rob McFadden – 
Hypothèque – Mortgage Broker

29 June – Events Focus Day

Speaker:  David Freed – Minuteman Press

Come and experience a networking breakfast 
with a difference!  There is plenty of time for open 
networking, followed by a sit-down breakfast 
during which you will have an opportunity to 
briefly promote your own business, and you will 
also hear from our members.

Our group of like-minded business people are 
looking for other business owners in various 
industries to whom they can refer business.

We are a powerful, trusted, and connected 
community of Sydney business people brought 
together by a shared passion for our work, vision 
for the future. Our members cover various 
industries including Business Services, Legal, 
Finance & Insurance, Healthcare, Marketing & 
Media and Property Services.

Early Bird $45

Limited space available – to register, please 
visit www.bnicbdshine.com  

On May 14 over 80 members and their guests attended our Mother’s Day luncheon here 
at the Club. 

Mother’s day is always a large celebration here, with many members coming to enjoy the 
exquisite buffet and the mothers in attendance receiving special presents. 

Thank you to all those that came and we hope you enjoyed this event as much as we 
enjoyed having you. We look forward to sharing future events with you.

With over 900 hectares across key grape 
growing regions in New South Wales, South 
Australia and Victoria, Tyrrell's high standards 
continue to generate unprecedented success. 
Domestically, Tyrrell's lessons from the past 
are combined with an irrepressible pioneering 
spirit and commitment to the future, resulting 
in a number of widely recognised and awarded 
labels. Internationally, Tyrrell's are a major 
exporter, with many of their brands available 
around the world.

Come and catch up on the amazing movies you missed, 
or see them again with your friends, for the great price 
of $7, 6pm weeknights at the iconic Dendy Opera Quays.

Each week we'll have a new blockbuster film for you to 
enjoy.

Shop 9, East Circular Quay, Sydney. WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY LUNCHEONS
12pm start in the Macquarie Room. Bookings: Lorna Stone on 02 9522 8924

Who Do You 
Think You Are?
LINDA EMERY

19 JULY

Join the Women’s Pioneer 
Society as they present to 
you Linda Emery from 

SBS, who will talk on researching for the 
television program 'Who Do You Think You 
Are?' Followed by a light lunch in the 
Macquarie Room.

$35PP, INCLUDING SANDWICH LUNCH

The Queens Diamonds
SCOTT COLEMAN

21  JUNE

Scott has spent his life 
becoming an expert on 
the British Royal Family, 
with a particular interest in 
the Queen's jewellery 
collection. Join us in

a special 2 course lunch celebration of the 
Queen’s Birthday as Scott talks on some of 
these valuable jewels and the stories that 
come with them. 
$75PP, INCLUDING FORMAL LUNCH

The RACA Motoring event calendar each year is designed to continue 
the Motoring origins of our Club and develop an interesting programme 
of events that will appeal to all RACA Members. Some events appeal to 
dedicated motoring enthusiasts while others will appeal to members 
who enjoy a pleasant drive to a place of interest, with a long lunch or 
meeting with friends and fellow members at The Club. 

Visit our Facebook page to see something of our past activities and to 
see what RACA Motoring events are coming up   https://www.facebook.
com/RACAMEG

We extend a warm welcome to all RACA Members to attend any of our 
upcoming RACA Motoring events.

MOTORING NEWS

INAUGURAL RACA MOTORING TOUR 28-30 APRIL

Twenty members and guests in ten cars enjoyed our chosen base, the 
historic Duntryleague Guest House in Orange on a most enjoyable 
weekend.  Spectacular autumn scenery,  spirited driving and some 
interesting visits, made the weekend a great success. We all thank 
Members Sir Victor Nash and Stephen Wells for organising this event 
which has now established another great tradition for our Club and 
provided some very fond memories.

Be sure to save the date for the RACA Annual Motoring Dinner 19  
August.  A spectacular evening is assured.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Jun 25:     Winter Solstice run via Royal National Park for lunch at           
      Robertson (invitation run RROC)

Aug 19:    RACA Motoring Annual Dinner, Bathurst legends and  
    Mountain Tribute

Sep 6:      RACA Motoring Annual meeting. All Members welcome                              
                 discuss your ideas.

Oct 4:       Invited Car Club Meeting.           

Nov 12:    Historic Racing at SMP Eastern Creek (RACA trophies to 
                 be presented)

Dec 8:      Christmas Drinks

CONTACT

RACA Motoring Events: Alan Hunt, 0438 290 639 
hunts@optusnet.com.au www.facebook.com/RACAMEG

Ladies Committee Luncheon
 26 JUNE & 31 JULY   12PM THE MACQUARIE ROOM  

$65PP 
  

Herbie’s
Spices
IAN & LIZ

26 JUNE

�is talented couple will be coming to talk 
about their passion for spice and talk on 
their many adventures discovering the 
many spices. Together our Executive Chef 
and Ian have worked together to infuse 
some of their spices into the two course 
lunch that will be provided, this is an 
event you won’t want to miss.

Former Detective
& Assistant
Commissioner Of
The NSW Police
CLIVE SMALL

31 JULY

Clive Small helped dismantle the 
Vietnamese street gangs that had made 
Cabramatta Australia’s heroin capital and 
the backpacker murders which led to Ivan 
Milat being convicted. Clive will be 
coming in to talk about his life and 
di�erent cases he has worked, sure to be 
an intriguing talk and formal lunch.

TYRELLS

14 July
7pm

Come and celebrate this Bastille Day 
at the club with family & friends and 
enjoy an exquisite menu prepared 
by our Executive Chef Rebecca 
Kaye with matching French wines. 

Multiple prizes will be given out on 
the evening, so be dressed to impress. 

Tickets are $145 and includes arrival 
canapes and a four-course meal 

with matching wines. 

Bastille                          
 Day 14 July 

7pm

THE RACA
ANNUAL MOTORING
DINNER
19  AUGUST /  6 :45  PM

A prestigious evening of wine, food and entertainment returns to the Victoria 
and Macquarie room. Celebrating patrons and events throughout the years 
that have impacted the motoring world. Not only is the event for all motoring 
enthusiasts but also connects members to the roots of why this esteemed club 
was � rst established. It is a dinner we recommend for all members to attend. $140 
per person, including a three course meal, matching wines and guest speakers.

CLUBNEWS
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