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From the CEO
Dear Members

As the end of the Financial Year arrives we all seem busier than ever 
and here in the Club the activity is a fine thing to see.

Firstly a big thank you to over 500 members that submitted the 
member survey. It is clear how passionate members are about the 
Club’s accommodation and dining facilities as well as a raft of other 
interesting suggestions. I’d like to say how much we appreciate the 
positive comments many of you made about the service our staff 
provide and also the occasional but constructive criticisms. We will 
take the time to analyse the feedback and use it to plan out the 
coming 12 months.

The year concluding on June 30 has seen the Club enjoy steady 
success with particular growth in accommodation utilisation 
and our Food and Beverage services. It is also great to watch the 
Monthly Jazz nights grow in popularity and ambience as the year 
has progressed. Our thanks again to the Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music for their talented musicians.

This time of year sees a larger focus on business and so I’d like to 
take this opportunity to remind members of the statement you can 
make holding a corporate or social function in the Club. Unequalled 
in location and heritage character, the RACA building makes a 
statement and provides for an excellent talking point when you host 
an event or meeting here and our service team works tirelessly to 
ensure seamless event service. 

As a new Financial Year begins, please keep in mind that this is a 
great time to introduce new members by way of inviting friends, 
family and colleagues into your Club for a meal or an event. I look 
forward to seeing you in the Club soon.

Regards

Markus Friedler

CEO and Secretary

UPCOMING EVENTS

RACANEWS
JULY 2016
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For Your Diary:

MEMBER NEWS, INTEREST GROUPS AND DINING

REGULAR EVENTS

Bridge Club  
(every Tuesday) 
$30pp 10.30am Albert Room

Regular Army Officers  
(2nd Friday of the month) 
$60pp 2 course lunch & beverages 
12pm in the Members Bar

Genealogy Group  
(2nd Wednesday of the month) 
10.30am in the Members Bar. 
Please book with Ian Palmer 9522 8317

Life’s too short. 

Why not share your experience and 
propose club membership to your partner, 
friends or Company?

BENEFITS OF CLUB MEMBERSHIP INCLUDE

Business centre and wifi throughout the 
club

Access to our fully equipped Gym

Central, convenient well priced valet 
parking.

Free NRMA national roadside assistance

Access to 200 reciprocal prestigious and 
private Clubs worldwide.

Member & guest use of 29 accommodation 
rooms with wifi and Foxtel.

Access to member only dining and bar 
facilities.

Exclusive Member room hire rates

THE GIFT OF CLUB MEMBERSHIP

JULY

1 Members’ Jazz Night

6 Motor Enthusiasts Meeting 
 “Get Ready For Vintage Sports Cars”

11-16 French Themed Menu in the  
 Harbour Dining Room

13 Harvard Krokodiloes

14 Bastille Day Dinner

14 Golf Club Meeting

19 Royal Botannical Gardens Tour

20 Womens Pioneer Society

24 Ladies Committee Luncheon

30 RACA Motoring Annual Dinner 
 

Donald William Potter joined the RACA 12.04.1962, 
proposed by his father, William E Potter  who was 
himself a member for 38 years. Don used the 
Club  facilities fully over the years, thoroughly 
enjoying the historic nature of the property and 
the attention given by staff to members. In the 
decades he was in the city, Don was  a weekly user 
of the Athletics Club with its exercise and massage  
facilities as well as the restaurants and garaging. 

During the early years of his membership, the 
7th floor had an active billiards room which was 
regularly used by his father and friends. In later 
years, when the 7th floor was being converted to 
the present dining room, Don was surprised to 
find his father’s billiard cue, still safely locked in its 
named case on the wall. 

Don was a car enthusiast, particularly enthralled by 
and a member of the Rolls Royce Car Club NSW and 
enjoyed driving his old Rolls Royce a Silver Cloud 3, 
into the garage on occasions.

The Potter family continues to be members of the 
RACA, using it as a preferred venue for business 
and family events and occasions and until quite 
recently, Don and his wife attended some of the 
functions organised by the Club and regularly 
dined up on the 7th floor, prior to attending 
functions at the Opera House. Vale Don Potter.
Member from April 1962 to May 2016.

Mr Donald William Potter
1934 - 2016

AUGUST

5 Members’ Jazz Night

8 Rugby Business Network Evening

8-14 Italian Themed Food Week 

10 Italian Wine and Food Night

11 Corks ‘n’ Forks “Good Wines From  
 Unexpected Places”

17 Womens Pioneer Society  

24 Ladies Committee Luncheon

 Please note the Pepperjack Menu will        
 be taking place throughout August

New Year’s Eve Package
NYE Dining and Accomodation Package 2016 Inclusions:

• 2 Nights Accomodation

• Plated 5 course Dinner and Beverages to Midnight

• 2 Nights Valet Parking

• Hot Buffet Breakfast (1st and 2nd of January 2017)

• New Years Day Dinner

NYE Package goes on Sale Monday 18th July 2016

Please book early to secure your reservation by calling Club Reception 
on T: 8273 2300 or E: reception@raca.com.au

New Years Eve Package goes on Sale Monday 18th July, 2016

At the time of booking, 50% payment will be required and is non 
refundable. The residual amount owing will then be charged on the 30th of 
November to either your House Account or Credit Card provided at the time 
of booking.

Room Type Number of 
Guests

New Years Eve Two 
Night Package

Flat 3 $1990

Harbour Deluxe 2 $1510

Deluxe Mac Street 2 $1480

King 2 $1450

Queen 2 $1390

Twin-Large 2 $1310

Twin-Small 2 $1270

Single with Facilities 1 $830

Single with No Facilities 1 $770

Additional Adult in 
Room

1 $525

SEPTEMBER

2 Members’ Jazz Night

5 - 10 Asian Themed Food Week 

12 Rugby Business Network Evening

16 Corks ‘N’  Forks Event 

17 High Tea

21 Women’s Pioneer Society

26 Ladies Committee Luncheon

SWEET ADDICTION TOUR
         Never seen before in the 
       Royal Botannical Gardens 

TUESDAY JULY 19 FROM 10AM
    (At Royal Botanical Gardens)

Join Dr Dale Dixon, Curator Manager of the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney, 
for an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of the new tropical display house, 
known as Latitude 23 and The Calyx. Places are limited so book now to 

avoid missing your spot.

SYDNEY CONSERVATORIUM 
OF MUSIC PRESENTS

Rosie Castle
& Friends

5.30PM, MEMBER’S BAR

FRI AUG 5

+ Jazz Bites
TASTES OF 
INDONESIA

SYDNEY CONSERVATORIUM 
OF MUSIC PRESENTS

+ Jazz Bites
WINTER WONDERLAND

FRI SEP 2

Catherine Fisher
& Friends

Bon Apetit
FRENCH FOOD AT

RACA IN JULY

French Cuisine has a 
reptation like no other 
country in the world. 

A unique, popular and 
tantalizing alchemy 
borne of a beautiful 

location and intricate 
agriculture.

FRENCH THEMED MENU                        
IN THE HAROUR DINING ROOM    

JULY 11-16

In honour of French Cuisine’s distinct 
set of rules and techniques, our 

Exectuive Chef has assembled an 
exquisite menu for one week only 

in the Harbour Dining Room. There 
is guaranteed to be something for 

everybody.

Ticket Price is $65pp
RSVP BY JULY 12 TO THE OFFICE 

ON 02 8273 2322 OR 
EVENTS@RACA.COM.AU



MEMBER NEWS, INTEREST GROUPS AND DINING

CLUBNEWS
The Board and CEO welcome the following new Members

Mr Nigel Baker

Mr Daryll Dorner

Mr Nigel Finch

Mr Graham Godbee

Looking for a group you can join with very little 
pressure, and lots of fun? Are you seeking an 
activity within the Club that anyone at any skill 
level can enjoy inside the RAC? The RACA Snooker 
Club is open to ALL Club members. 

We would like to invite all members to meet 
when we do monthly in the Albert Room, have 
a hit, perhaps, and even to participate in the 
comps and share great times. Our group seeks to 
grow and expand friendships, connections and 
conviviality. We have social events, competitions 
versus outside clubs occurring fortnightly on 
Wednesdays, intraclub competitions within 
our club, and coaching upon request, by 
professionals.

Our next Social Snooker evening will be:                              

WEDNESDAY, 20 JULY FROM 6PM

When in the Club on a Wednesday, look out and 
listen for some activity inside the Albert Room, 
and do join us for the social events.

View and Like our FB page at:  
facebook.com/RACASnooker

Contact us by email to Snooker Club Captain, 

Prof Ross Holland

Mr Yuan Lin

Ms Daniela Papa

Mr Michael Pike

Mr Justin Ricketts

Mr Robin Shand

Mr Andrew Watson

EST. SYDNEY 1903

Snooker NewsCorks ‘n’ Forks

MEMBER NEWS, INTEREST GROUPS AND DINING

To download a copy of this newsletter or for more details please visit our website www.raca.com.au For more information or to make a booking Please contact the club on T: 8273 2320 or E: events@raca.com.au

Wine of the Month: 

Chateau Pegau: Cotes du 
Rhone Villages 
For winemaking the grapes 
are sorted carefully and 
pressed and soaked for 10 
days with no added yeast 
and no de-stemming and 
no temperature control. The 
ageing for Chateau Pegau 
wines is done all in tank with 
no oak used. The aim being 
to preserve the freshness and 
perfume.

Ladies’ Committee Report 
On Monday 30th May, 2016 the Ladies 
Committee held their Luncheon with 30 
member and their guests in attendance. 

Rebecca Spindler, manager of research and 
conservation at Toronga Zoo, was the guest 
speaker. Before joing the Zoo, Rebecca spent 
5 breeding seasons at the Walong Nature 
Reserve in China, working with the Giant 
Panda. 

Rebecca is indeed a dedicated and caring 
conservationist and those in attendance 
were most impressed by her talk. 

Chef Rebecca once again presented an 
excellant meal of Canapes, two course lunch 
and beverages.

The Ladies Committee looks forward to 
having lunch with you at their next event.

Queen’s Birthday
Hand crafted, personalised chocolates were 
made for each mother attending the Mother’s 
Day Buffet this year with the mother’s name 
written on top of the chocolate. The chocolates 
were well received as well as the delicious 
Buffet.

There were all around smiles, with a relaxing 
and happy atmosphere. A perfect way to thank 
the mothers for all they have done. 

Women’s Pioneer Society 
Report
Everyone in attendance at the last Women’s 
Pioneer Society, including the Governor’s Wife 
Mrs Hurley, enjoyed the interesting speech 
from Gay Hendriksen as she spoke on a vital 
piece of Australia History – The Female Factory 
System. 

An all-round wonderful day for everyone 
who attended, with excellent feedback from 
members to the staff and the chef – stating 
that the delicious two course lunch was “well 
received and beautifully presented” and that 
“the staff on duty on the day were most helpful 
and contributed to our enjoyment”.

We would like to thank the staff, members and 
guests in attendance, who make these events 
such a success. 

Our trip to Rutherglen, Chiltern and Beechworth 
from 8 to 12 June was by any measure a 
wonderful food, wine and historical experience. 
Many highlights come to mind, ranging from 
the many diverse wines available for tasting at 
Chambers, our All Saints tasting that included 
their 50 year old rare liqueur Rutherglen muscat, 
our visit to the Castagna vineyards and winery 
at Beechworth where their chardonnay proved 
very popular, the Ned Kelly trial re-enactment 
at Beechworth Court House, and of course our 
nightly dinners where the day’s exploits were 
discussed over good food and wine.

BASTILLE DAY DINNER , 14 JULY

Corks ‘n’ Forks will be holding our annual Bastille 
Day Dinner on Thursday 14 July, where we’ll be 
featuring a selection of wines specially chosen 
from France’s renowned wine regions matched to 
Chef’s creative Gallic menu. More details can be 
found elsewhere in this newsletter.

Bastille Night is one of the few occasions we 
have during the year to highlight all things 
French, so we’re hoping you’ll all make the 
most of the opportunity to make a booking and 
glam it up a bit. The ladies I’m sure will need no 
encouragement; however the men may need to 
go looking for that long-lost beret, cravat or bow 
tie at the bottom of the drawer.

GOOD WINES FROM UNEXPECTED PLACES                   
11 AUGUST

Finally, our next vinous ‘tour’ is scheduled for 
Thursday 11 August in the Vintage Room, the 
theme being ‘Good Wines from Unexpected 
Places’. Only 18 places are available for this sit 
down tasting of 12 wines so I suggest you book 
early. The price is $70 per person, which includes 
3 small courses of matching food served between 
the wine flights.

To make a booking for Bastille Night or our next 
wine ‘tour’ on 11 August, please contact the 
Club’s Events Team as soon as possible. You can 
phone them on 8273 2320, or send an email to     
events@raca.com.au.

CORKS ‘N’ FORKS 
WINE ‘TOUR’

GOOD  WINES FROM 
UNEXPECTED PLACES

11 AUGUST

Ladies Committee Luncheons
12PM THE MACQUARIE ROOM $60PP, Book on 8273 2320 or
events@raca.com.au

WOMEN’S PIONEER SOCIETY LUNCHEONS
12pm start in the Macquarie Room $27pp

Bookings: Lorna Stone on 9522 8924

JULY 20
Charles Bean

AUGUST 17
Trams in the 
Eastern Suburbs

PETER CAIRNS
WITH

PETER REES

ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA
Incorporating Imperial Service Club Limited

Presents
THE RACA ANNUAL MOTORING DINNER

In the presence of our honoured guests 
The Hon. Duncan Gay MLC Minister for Roads, Maritime & 

Freight 
and Mrs Katie Gay 

and 
Mr Pedr Davis and Ms Delores Davis 

“A tribute to Pedr David” 
Motoring Journalist. Historian

Saturday 30th July 2016, 7pm 
Black Tue or Business Suit 

$138 pp, $1,280 for table of 10 
Three course dinner and drinks

RSVP Monday 18th July to 
Jordyne Makara, RACA Events 

02 8273 2322 / events@raca.com.au

Canape’s
Couliflower and 

gruyere flan with     
eggplant caviar

Salmon tartare on 
toasted brioche 
foie gras parfait 
with quince jelly

Entree
Venison Carpaccio 

with liquorice 
exchallots,        

pomegranate 
jelly, parmesan 
wafers and fine 

herbs

Main
Roasted roulade of 
goose filled truffled 

duxelle accompanied 
pomme gratin, savoy 

cabbage and spec 
finished with cognac 

essence

Cheese
French brie with 

medjool date jame, 
candied onion bread

Dessert
Chocolate fondant,             
lavender macaroon 

with velvet honey ice 
cream

CORKS ‘N’ FORKS
BASTILLE DAY DINNER
THURSDAY 14TH JULY,

6.30PM
Come and celebrate this Bastille Day 

with family and friends and enjoy 
an exquisite menu prepared by our          
Executive Chef Rebecca Kaye with 

matching French Wines.
Harbour Dining Room $140pp

To book call Jordyne on 8273 2322 or 
email events@raca.com.au

Pepperjack Steak & Shiraz

Throughout August in the Harbour Dining Room from 7pm

Porterhouse/Sirloin
Char-grilled 250g grass fed Grange 

Porterhouse on Irish champ, sauteed 
wild mushrooms finished with a 

caramelised onion jus.

Langhorne Creek shiraz 2013

Scotch Fillet
Char-grilled 250g grass fed Grange 
Scotch Fillet with handvut chips, 

truffle butter, sauteed French beans 
and Dutch carrots.

McLaren Vale Shiraz 2013

Tickets include your perfectly 
prepared steak and a glass of the 
matching graded collection 
Pepperjack Shiraz.

$49 per peron
Book Now, numbers limited    

02 8273 2320 or                                     
events@raca.com.au

Italian Food and Wine Night

Wednesday 10th August, 7pm

Learn about the real Parmesan cheese, a 
Prosciutto Cathedral and real Italian Olive 
oil, Mario De Nicola of Deni International 

and our Head Chef will be presenting 
deicious treats, amazing stories and 
authentic Italian cuisine hints at this 

one-off Italian feast.

Contact Marketing for an order form: 
marketing@raca.com.au or 02 8273 2318.

Alain Brumont: Chateaux 
Montus + Bouscasse
Voted best French winemaker 
and, at the international level, 
the producer of one of the finest 
wines in the world, Alain Brumont 
has re-established old terroirs that 
had been abandoned for nearly 
50 years. Trimbach: Pinot Blanc 2013

“Trimbach is at the summit of 
dry white winemaking.” With 

viticultural origins going back 
as far as 1626 this family owned 

estate produces some of the 
finest dry wines of Alsace.

JULY 25:
LIBBY CHRISTIE
Libby Christie was      
appointed to the 
position of Exectu-
ive  Director of the 
Australian Ballet in July 
2013. Prior to taking up 
her current role at the 
Australian Ballet, she 
acted as CEO of the

Australia Council from December 2012 to May 
2013. Join us as Libby talks about her time  
working winthin the Australian Ballet.

Sally joined Guide Dogs 
NSW/ACT in 2013.  She 
was admitted as a Barrister 
and Solicitor in Tasmania in 
1985 and requalified as a 
solicitor in the UK. In 1993 
Sally joined the London 
law firm Lewis Silkin where 
she was invited to join the

AUGUST 29:
SALLY BILES

partnership in 1995.  After returning to Australia and 
raising her family, Sally entered the not-for-profit 
sector in 2010.

The remarkable life 
of Charles Bean.
Charles Bean 
relayed the horrors 
of Gallipoli and the 
Western Front to 

WITH

the Australian public. The novel,  ‘Bearing 
Witness’, written by Peter Rees is his untold 
story.

Join the Womens 
Pioneer Society this 
August with guest 
speaker Peter Cairn 
talking on Trams in the

          Eastern Suburbs. 
The Sydney tramway network served the inner 
suburbs of Sydney, Australia from 1879 until 
1961.

Delizioso!
Italian Food Week
8th - 13th August

Italian food is traditionally enjoyed in a setting 
with family and friends, a little wine and a lot 

of laughter!
So bring along your family and friends and 

enjoy this fanstic menu with matching wines.
2 course meal $45pp
3 course meal $55pp

Bookings to the Harbour Dining Room on 
02 8273 2370 or

harbour@raca.com.au

Initiation of the RACA Golf Club

You are invited to the inaugural RACA Golf 
Group meeting. 

Guest Speaker, Richard Mercer, Player, 
Coach and Golf tour host. Richard is not 

only perhaps the country’s best 
recognised instructor but he also uses his 
international Golf contacts taking groups 

to Augusta and around the world tour 
enjoying the very best the gold world has 

to offer.
He will talk about his experiences on the 
tour as well as hints and tips for ensuring 

your game never looks back. 
Meeting will be lightly formal to discuss 

what a RACA Golf group might like to 
organise for its first 6 months. Bring your 

ideas, meet your fellow members and take 
part in the first games of what is sure to 
become one of our Clubs classic groups.

Thursday July 14
ISC Room 

5.30pm

Book Now 
02 8273 2322 or 

events@raca.com.au

To book call the Events Team on 
02 8273 2322 or email
events@raca.com.au

Dinner will be held in the 
Macquarie Room $80pp


